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Oil hits record $96/barrel 


Price seen spiking to $100 due to low supplies, weak dollar 


MANILA NORTH CEMETERY 
Former President Estrada waves to supporters shortly after visiting the tomb of his bosom 
friend, Fernando Poe jr., at the Manila North Cemetery on Wednesday night. Last night he 
visited the grave of his father at San Juan Cemetery. 


LIBINGAN NG MGA BAYANI 
President Arroyo holds a candle before the tomb of her father, former President 
Diosdado Macapagal, at the Libingan ng mga Bayani in Fort Bonifacio, Tagui 
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Kin of blast victims plan to meet, swap stories 


ByDJ Yap 
and Julie M. Aurelio 


IF THE BEREAVED FAMILIES SHOULD. 
meet, will it be a sharing of sorrow or a 
silent communion? 

Carlo Cruz does not know for sure. 
But in this season of remembering the 
departed, he is nursing a wish to con- 
nect with others like himself who lost 
loved ones їп the explosion at Glorietta. 
2 on Oct. 19. 

"What will I say to them? I don't 
know. Ihave no words. I don't have any 


Barangay 
justice eases 
court load 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


AFTER ALMOST TWO YEARS, 
Emest Cabuang finally got his 
just due from four neighbor- 
hood thugs who beat him up 
and stole P200 from him on his 
"way home to celebrate Christ- 
mas with his wife in 2005. 

Astay-in electrician at a shop 
in Guiguinto, Bulacan, he had 
filed а case of robbery with 
physical injuries against the 
men, spending precious hours 
and losing money each time a 
hearing was scheduled in the 
municipal court of Taytay, Rizal, 
where he lived. 


THE CASE THAT REACHED 
Abu Sama Kasan was similar to 
many minor domestic problems 
that invariably reach the courts, 
clogging dockets, delaying the 
resolution of cases and, worse, 
keeping those awaiting final de- 
cisions in jail for prolonged pe- 
riods. 

A woman had complained to 
officials of Barangay Tamonta- 
ka in Maguindanao that her es- 
tranged husband had not pro- 
vided child support since their 
separation. 

Kasan, the barangay ka- 
gawad, heard the two sides and 
gave them two months to settle 
their personal issues, which 
they did without incurring the 
usual high cost of litigation if it 
was brought to court. 

Increasingly, paralegal volun- 


grills, 


аааз rezne amen 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


IF NOT FOR THE HEAVY IRON 


hectare prison complex could 
pass off as a small village run by 
р BARANGAY/AIS filthy rich residents. 


assurances, said Carlo, 31, whose 
wife Maria Celeste ("Leslie") was 
among the 11 persons killed in the ex- 
plosion. 

“all I know is that we're in-this to- 
gether. We're all tied together by this 
incident,” he said. 

Marie de Jesus, who lost her hus- 
band Jose Allen, has likewise thought 
of touching base with the other griev- 
ing families. 

“I want to meet them. Maybe we can 
talk about our experience, and about 
our plans for the future," said the 38- 


(Castofthre parts) 


The 


this crowded nine- national 


stalls, 


"The case had been dragging 
on for so long," says Cabuang. 
He had been shelling out the lit- 
Че he earned to pursue the сазе 
until he heard of a Supreme 
Court program called ‘Justice 
оп Wheels" (JOW). 

high tribunal 


At the center of the New 
Bilibid Prisons’ maximum se- 
curity compound is an "Inter- 
Park" 
an electronic repair 
shop, a mini-lumber store and 
little nipa huts beckoning to 


year-old mother of three. 

Jeanette de Gracia has been occupied 
with the arrangements for her daughter 
Jee Ann's funeral, but she wants to meet 
and talk with the other families, espe- 
cially those of Jee Ann’s two friends who 
also died in the blast—Maureen de Leon 
and Nifio Vidamo. 

“1 want us to get together. I wish for 
justice for us, and government assis- 
tance if indeed negligence is the cause 
of the explosion, Jeanette said, 
adding: 

“We need to talk, all of us who are 


denied" 
logof court cases. 


the 
Cabuang explains. 


had 


hours. 


with food 


ihe perfect spot 


launched the program in 2004 
to speed up the resolution of 
cases, especially those involv- 
ing impoverished litigants, and 
in the process address the criti- 
cism of “justice delayed, justice 
"with the serious back- 


“The municipal judge of Tay- 
tay referred our case to a medi- 
ator, who helped us under- 
stand that our case could take 
years to resolve if I did not try 
to talk and settle things with 
men who beat 


The proceedings were held in 


a special vehicle—one of three 
MAGISTRATES/AIS 


its more than 11,000 inmates 
during their most humdrum 


A playground in a nearby mi- 
ni-park, which has also become 


artists, also accommodates chil- 


bereaved. We want a place where we 
can light candles, where we can offer 
flowers.” 

For Carlo Cruz, any way to touch 
base—say through e-mail or the 
phone—will do. 

“This is a very difficult time for all of 
us. We're going through the same 
thing, yet I can't imagine what it must. 
be like for them,” he sai 

Then he asked the Inquirer: “How 
are they?” 

From interviews, they are finding 

KINOF/AS 
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ing time. 


On another comer stands a 
coffee shop and bakery. Inmates 
refer to itas their "Starbucks," of- 
fering early risers a quick caffeine 
fix, freshly baked pan de sal, pan 


for tattoo 


dren who visit their fathers do- 


SINGAPORE—THE PRICE OF 
oil rose to a new record above 
US$96 a barrel on Thursday 
after a surprise drop in US 
crude stockpiles raised con- 
cerns about supplies for the 
coming winter demand. 


A further weakening of the US dollar 
as a result of the Federal Reserve's 
move to cut interest rates by a quarter 
point and data showing strong US eco- 
nomic growth also contributed to the 
oil price spike. 

‘Analysts said they didn’t see any- 
thing standing in the way of a run to 
1055100 per barrel after the Organiza- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(Opec) continued to resist calls for 
more oil production. Opec said the 
roaring market was beyond its control, 
with the cartel blaming speculation 
and politics for the surge in price. 

A senior Asian Development Bank 
official yesterday said the cost of fuel 
in Asia was still manageable, but he 
warned that further rises in oil prices 
could pose a threat to the region’s 
economies, including the Philippines. 
(See story on Page A6.) 

“The decline in US crude oil invento- 
ries has been a key driver of oil prices," 
said David Moore, commodity strate- 

OILHITS/ As 


No neighbors 
at Erap marble 
tomb in Tanay 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


‘THE WAY JOSEPH ESTRADA TELLS IT, 
he has found the perfect place to spend 
eternity—his sprawling vacation estate 
in Tanay, Rizal, which he described as 
being "nearest to heaven.” 

During his three-year detention at 
the 15-hectare property, the ousted 
President and pardoned plunderer 
made ready for his exit from this 
world. The result of his efforts is a mar- 
ble tomb the color of earth, standing 
ona spot that he himself selected. 

NO NEIGHBORS/ A4 


Magistrates on buses hear cases of poor litigants 


FILE photo shows the cell of ex-Rep. Romeo Jalosjos in the NBP 
maximum security unit. At right is former NBP Supt. Gregorio Agalo-os. 


Muntinlupa a paradise compared to cramped city jails 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


de coco, squash and cheese 
bread, and hot dog and ham- 
burger buns for P2 to P3 each. 
Prisoners who crave an 
adrenaline rush can play tennis 
оп a nice shell court, courtesy of 
MUNTINLUPA/AIS 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST. Extreme Northern Luzon, Bol region, Visayas and Min- 
‘danao wil experienco mostly cloudy shies wilh scattered ranshaw- 
‘prs and thunderstorms. The rest of Luzon wil have pariy cloud lo 
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Older cons 
owe Erap 


AFTER PRESIDENT MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo cited convict- 
ed plunderer Joseph Estra- 
da's age as a factor in par- 
doning the deposed presi- 
dent, the Department of 
Justice has begun working 
for the release of prisoners 
70 years and older, 

‘The DOJ is also set to re- 
lease prisoners who were 15 
years old and younger when 
they committed the crimes 
that landed them in jail 

‘Acting Justice Secretary 
Agnes Devanadera has di- 
rected the Bureau of Cor- 
rections to transmit to the 
Board of Pardons and Pa- 
role the records of those in- 
mates “to effect their im- 
mediate release from con- 
finement.” 

Estrada, 70, was par- 
doned by Ms Arroyo late 
last month, after the Sandi- 
ganbayan convicted him of 
| plunder in September. 

His pardon spawned 
calls for freedom for other 
inmates in their 70s. 

Leila B. Salaverria 
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VIUSED TRUCK Ui 


pointments. 

Lacson claimed to have “reliable 
information” that Virgilio Garcil 
Jano, the former election commis- 
sioner who figured in the 2004 
“Hello Garci” poll fraud scandal, 
had recommended Macarambon 
to the President. 

The appointment оё 
Macarambon, 66, a regional tri- 
al court judge in the President's 
second hometown of Iligan City, 
was something of a surprise as 
his name was not in the shortlist 
that Malacafiang earlier sent to 
the Comelec. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said yesterday Macarambon's ap- 
pointment was sent to the Com- 
elec only last Wednesday. 


ASIA INTERNATIONAL 
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Macarambon is бот 
Saguiaran, Lanao del Sur, the 
province that is most associated 
with vote-padding during elec- 
tions. 

Benasing Macarambon, the 
former Lanao del Sur congress- 
man who is not a relation, said 
the new Comelec commissioner 
had an “unblemished reputa- 
tion” and was much respected 
in the province. 

“He is a non-politician and 
basically a good and just man,” 
the former congressman said. 

‘The judge, who has been in the 
government service for 30 years, 
Said he was “well-prepared to 
tackle the job at the Comelec.” 


"With my vast experience as a 
regional trial court judge handling 
election cases, I believe that I can 
help in the early disposition of cas- 
es atthe Comelec,” he said. 

Macarambon's appointment 
was welcomed in Iligan City 
where he has served as the reg- 
ular presiding judge of Regional 
Trial Court Branch 4 since 
2003. He was appointed to the 
position by Ms Arroyo. 

‘Alongan Mangorsi, director 
of the Office of the Vice Chan- 
cellor for Research and Exten- 
sion at Mindandao State Uni- 
versity-IIT, described Macaram- 
bon as a “simple, straightfor- 
ward, time-conscious guy.” 

Macarambon has been a 
Judge since 1989 presiding over 
several RTC branches in Lanao 
del Sur Lanao del Norte, 
Marawi City, Cagayan de Oro 
and Шап City. 

In 1997, he was cited as one 
of the 10 outstanding ВТС 
judges by the Philippine Trial 
Lawyers Association. 


P57,171,898.80 


Comelec appointee opposed 


Lacson says new commissioner has links to ‘Garci’ 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S NEW MUS- 
lim appointee to the Commission on Elections is 
“а known Garci protege and operator," according 
to opposition Sen. Panfilo Lacson, who said he 
would oppose Moslemen Macarambon's appoint- 
ment in the congressional Commission on Ap- 


A law graduate of Manuel 1. 
Quezon University and University 
of the East, Macarambon worked 
for various government agencies 
and private firms, including stints 
as executive assistant in the office 
of former Sen. Mamintal Tamano 
and at the Senate Election Tri- 
bunal from 1986 to 1988. 

He was a managing partner 
at the Tamano and Associates 
law office from 1986 to 1988. 

Macarambon also taught po- 
litical law at the MSU College of 
Law Extension in ligan City 
and was known among his stu- 
dents as an advocate for fair- 
ness and equity. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita shrugged off reports 
that some opposition senators 
were planning to block 
Macarambon's appointment at 
the CA, saying that this was to 
be expected. 

“His appointment is just real- 
ly a good representation for our 
Muslim brothers,” he said. 

Lacson, who is said to be gun- 


ning for the presidency in 2010, 
Said he would block Macaram- 
bon’s appointment by asking 
other СА members to reject the. 
appointment or by invoking Sec- 
tion 20 of the CA rules which al- 
lows any CA member to suspend 
action on any appointment. ^ 

Macarambon's appointmént 
only leaves three more seats to 
fill atthe Comelec. 

The head of the Public Attor- 
ney's Office (РАО) Persida Acos- 
ta tops the shortlikt of nominees 
that the Philippine Pastoral 
Council for Resporisible Voting 
(PPCRV) plans to decommend 
to Malacafiang. . 

PPCRV chair Henribtta de Vil- 
lasaid Acosta was beihg consid- 
егей because of her track record 
at PAO. ] 

De Villa said the mst impor- 
tant consideration was unassail 
able integrity /Dona Pazz- 
ibugan, Metro Manila; Rex G. 
Ortega and Charlie Sefiase, In- 
quirer Mindanao, with a re- 
port from Arlyn de la Cruz 


Anger over Estrada pardon 
growing — in cyberspace 
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By T] Burgonio 


IT IS HARDLY VISIBLE IN THE 
streets, but the outrage over Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's pardon of 
convicted plunderer Joseph Estrada 
is increasingly growing in cy- 
berspace. 

Indignation is spreading in e- 
mail exchanges, letters to online pa- 
pers, blogs and chatrooms. 

A call for a protest rally at Philip- 
pine consulates abroad is being or- 
ganized online. 

The outrage is directed not only 
at Ms Arroyo's hasty grant of execu- 
tive clemency but also at Estrada's 
quick acceptance of it without any 
expression of guilt or remorse. 

“The issue today is not Erap's 
guilt or innocence,” said Francisco 
Nemenzo, former president of the 
University of the Philippines, in an 
e-mail to the national council of La- 
ban ng Masa. 

“The Sandiganbayan decision 
did not and could not have resolved 
it because the credibility of this in- 
stitution as a pillar of justice is itself 
їп grave doubt,” he said. "The issue 
is the meaning of his pardon by a 
bogus President,” 

Nemenzo said that Estrada could 
have “emerged a hero" had he stuck 
to his stand against a pardon, or 
could have at least retained a mea- 


sure of sympathy had he accepted it 
“just to be with his ailing mother." 

“Unfortunately, he went over- 
board in expressing his gratitude to 
GMA, to the extent of helping a rot- 
ten regime survive the current cri- 
sis, He echoed her hypocritical call 
for national unity and even pledged 
support for her nebulous antipover- 
ty program," he said. 

‘The President pardoned Estrada 
оп Oct. 26 in what both camps 
claimed was a step toward national 
reconciliation, weeks after the oust- 
ed leader was convicted of plunder 
by the Sandiganbayan. 

Following Ms Arroyo's move, Estra- 
da distanced himself from opposition 
calls for Ms Arroyo's resignation 
sparked by a series of corruption scan- 
dals, including allegations of overpric- 
ing and kickbacks in a broadband deal 
with China and payoffs to politicians 
purportedly to stave off another im- 
peachment attempt. 

Estrada was ousted in January 
2001 in a People Power revolt after 
a failed impeachment trial on cor- 
ruption charges. 

In an e-mailed statement to 
newspapers and friends, the Insti- 
tute for Studies in Asian Church 
and Culture slammed the pardon as 
"cheap grace.” 

Vicente Romano, who ran an on- 
line protest against corruption in 


the Estrada administration, said: “Р 
don't think you will see people go 
ош in the street on their own. T 
don’t think it will be expressed^iti 
rallies; it will be in writing." 

The sudden shift in mood from 
indifference to outrage has been 
particularly “discernible” among 
the middle class and the elite, Ro- 
mano said. 

"Now that the alignment is clear, 
and Estrada's camp is with ОМА, 
these people are more willing to 
come out. What needs to happen is 
a build-up of activities," he said. 

Romano himself is organizing 
synchronized protests on Ayala Av- 
enue in Makati City and at all 
Philippine consulates abroad on 
Friday next week through his net- 
work of electronic warriors or (e- 
Mandirigma). 

Also yesterday, Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada said he was planning to 
seekan audience with President Ar- 
royo to personally thank her for the 
pardon granted to his father. 

“Because my grandmother was 
(sic) in real critical condition, Mrs. 
Arroyo probably thought that my 
dad should be at the bedside of my 
grandmother. And in fact I believe 
that GMA knows that Erap did not 
steal money from the government,” 
Estrada said. With areportfrom 
Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Bernardo; Makisig Morales 


SUPER TOON. The Super Inggo 1.5 comic strip will appear In the Junior Inquirer with an Interactive content and 
a promo for readers, after a contract-slgning on Wednesday between the Philippine Dally Inquirer and ABS- 
CBN. In photo are, seated from left, осе! Adorable, PDI AVP for marketing; actors Jarius Aquino and Kathryn 
tar of “Super Inggo,” and Raymund Dizon of ABS-CBN. Standing are, from left, 
Ruth Navarra, Junior Inquirer; оме Dionisio and Ferry Trinidad, ABS-CBN; Grace Leung, Junior Inquirer; Jenny 
Rockwell, PDI account executive; Liz Mañola, Junior Inquirer; Chito San Mateo, PDI marketing officer, and Erwin 
Aurella and Cheryl Gatan, ABS-CBN, ` 
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Global warming 
threatens coral 
reefs, says expert 


By T] Burgonio al thing," he said. 
Gomez also chairs the South- 

THE CORALS OFF LUZON'S east Asian Center of Excellence 
western coast have been hit by at MSI, one of several think 
bleaching, which over time tanks established by the Coral 
could kill them, a marine biolo- Reef Targeted Research and Ca- 
gist warned yesterday. pacity Building for Manage- 

And the bleaching could recur ment (CRTR) Program to do 
over the coming years because further research on coral reefs. 
of global warming, said Edgardo Тһе САТА program is a part- 
Gomez, professor emeritus at nership among the Global Envi- 
the University of the Philippines ronment Facility, World Bank, 
Marine Science Institute (MSI). University of Queensland, US 

“There was bleaching be- National Oceanic Atmospheric 
cause of the high temperatures Administration and 40 other in- 
and high light intensity,” Gomez stitutes. 
said in an interview, "Ies global Ви unlike the coral bleach- 
warming. That's the effect. Its ing that occurred in the late 
becoming more frequent.” 1990s, the recent incident was 

The warm temperatures in mild, according to Gomez, 
the South China Sea in June "Itwassort of like very patchy. 


and Jul d the corals to Certain sj bleached, whil p > ^ 
Bleachia waters oft Pangas others did not Gomer said dur She came. She shopped. She's going home with a BMW. 
пап in northern Luzon and ing a PowerPoint presentation of 3 Congratulations to Ms. Aludy. Grace Diaz of Pasay City, winner of 


Pal: id В: hi titled "An O jew of 3 їз 
ана Coie” peel a BMW 316i MIT in the Trenta Fiesta 30th Anniversary Raffle! 


During those months, the sea Gomez made the presenta- 
temperature reached 33 de- tion during an open forum on 
grees Centigrade, bleaching the CRTR at the MSI in UP Diliman. 
corals white. An extended peri- In 1997 and 1998, massive 3 t = T Н * 
od of high temperatures could bleaching hit the coral reefs in ? x “ 5 "Heres "gern a 
kill the corals, Gomez said. Masinloc, Zambales; Bolinao, d = M 

“This (bleaching) may recur Pangasinan; Bacuit Bay, El Nido 
every year because of global and Coron islands in Palawan, 
warming. The seas are getting and Puerto Galera, Oriental 
warmer. Global warming isare- Mindoro. 


‘Atong’ insists on trip 


CHARLIE “ATONG” ANG, ON рау the P25-million civil liabili- 
probation on plunder charges, ty the court imposed on him af- 
has again asked the Sandigan- ter he pled guilty to a lesser of- 
bayan for a seven-day pass to fense in the plunder case in 
travel to Cambodia where а lot- which he was a coaccused with 
tery consultancy awaits him. deposed President Joseph 
Before the antigraft court Estrada. 
closed for the long weekend on Ап said his creditors were 
Wednesday, Ang filed a petition preparing lawsuits against him 
asking its Special Division tore- for his failure to pay them since 
solve the motion for reconsider- „the court, sentenced him to six 
ation he filed on Sept. 12 seek- years for indirect bribery and 
ing a reversal of the ruling bar: „ordered him to-pay the govern- A ч 
ring him from making the Cam- ment P25 million in March. dios 
bodia trip. The court, however, advised Build anything. We have everything. 
‘Ang, through lawyer Ruth Ang not to participate in any 
Castelo, said the only reason he form of numbers games when it 
wanted the job was to be ableto placed him оп probation. 


settle the debts he incurred to Jocelyn R. Uy 
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“Ihave already prepared my final resting phone. 


place to spare my family and relatives argu- 
ments about where I should be buried,” 
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Bayani—the cemetery оё 
heroes—or other historic sites, Citi- 
zen Етар, 70, wants a place of his 
own. 

He has not changed his mind 
even now that he is back at his res 
dence on Polk Street, Greenhills, in 
the family bailiwick of San Juan 
City. 

“I want to be in a solemn place 
where one can meditate. Ayaw ko 
ng kapitbahay (1 don't want any 
neighbors),” he said with a chuckle. 


Surrounded by trees 

Completed early last year, Estra- 
da’s tomb is surrounded by a profu- 
sion of trees. It stands against a 
bleached wall bearing his carved 
likeness and a line from a speech. 
that he delivered as a senator, in 
protest of the then US military 
bases in Pampanga and Zambales. 

‘The line, engraved in gold letters, 
reads: “Walang tutulong sa Pilipino 
kung hindi kapwa Pilipino (No one 
will help the Filipino except his fel- 
low Filipino).” 

= chose that line because I want 
Filipinos to remember that we should 
all be self-supporting, and that we 


Corrections 

IN THE OCT. 28 ISSUE, a front- 
page story—"Erap's first night 
at No. 1 Polk Street"—misstat- 
| ed the name of a former finance 
secretary. The former finance 
| secretary is Jose Pardo—not 
Jose Pardo de Tavera. 

IN THE МОМ 1 ISSUE, a front- 
page article misspelled the sur- 
name of the spokesperson of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Confer- 
ence of the Philippines. The 
CBCP spokesperson is Msgr. Pe- 
dro Quitorio—not Quitoria. 

IN THE SAME ISSUE, a Page A2 
caption misstated the subspecies 
to which the tiger in the photo- 
graph belongs. In the photo was 
| aBengal—not Belgian—tiger. 


ghbors at Erap’s marble tomb 


Estrada yesterday told the INQUIRER on the 
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waves 


FORMER President Joseph Estrada walks away from his future tomb inside 
his estate in Tanay, Rizal. Photo was taken on the day he was granted a full 


pardon by President Macapagal-Arroyo, 


should learn to rely on our own,” said 
the man who won the 1998 presiden- 
tial election with the slogan “Erap 
para sa mahirap (for the poor)." 


Answered prayers 

Next to the tomb shaded by a 
balete tree isa rock where, by his ac- 
count, Estrada spent many mo- 
ments in prayer as an obscure bit 
player in the movies, a certified cin- 
ema idol, and eventually as a may- 
or, senator, vice president, presi- 
dent—and a prisoner. 

"That is the place where God 
heard all my prayers. I prayed in the 
past that I become a movie star, and I 
did. I also prayed hard to become а 
mayor, and I did ... The only thing I 
did not pray for was to end up a pris- 
oner,” Estrada said, still chuckling. 

On Oct. 26, the convicted plun- 
derer walked out of his vacation es- 
tate a free man, after accepting ex- 
ecutive clemency from President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The move surprised many, in- 
cluding a number of his associates, 
who saw in it a capitulation to the 
woman whom he had accused of 
“unconstitutionally” taking his 
place after he was unseated from 
power by a military-backed upris- 
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ing in January 2001. (See related 
story on Page A2.) 


Peace and comfort 

For more than five decades, the 
estate where his tomb now stands 
has given him peace and comfort, 
Estrada said 

But having regained his freedom 
after undergoing a corruption trial 
in a special court of the Sandigan- 
bayan for six years—and being 
found guilty of two counts of plun- 
der and sentenced to a lifetime 
prison term—he is not about to fre- 
quent his Tanay digs just yet. 

He plans to return to his rest 
house sometime next week, howev- 
er, to collect the personal belong- 
ings that had accumulated there in 
his three-year detention. 

‘An aide and six helpers have been 
assigned to oversee operations at the 
estate—which includes, among other 
things, a farm and a private museum 
of his memorabilia from his days as a 
movie icon and political kingpin—and 
to keep his gravesite spic-and-span. 

"Of course, I haven't changed my 
mind," Estrada declared. "Even if ат 
"ow free, I still want to be buried 
there in Tanay which is the highest 
point of Rizal and nearest to heaven." 
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New nuncio 
lands in RP 


ARCHBISHOP EDWARD ЈОЅЕРН 
‘Adams, newly appointed papal nuncio 
of the Holy See to the Philippines, ar- 
rived yesterday at the Ninoy Aquino In- 
ternational Airport to a red carpet wel- 
come led by Manila Archbishop Gauden- 
cio Cardinal Rosales. 

‘Adams replaces Archbishop Fernan- 
do Filoni, who has assumed the third 
highest position in the Vatican, the 
Substitute for the General Affairs of 
the Secretariat State. 

‘An American born in Philadelphia, 
the 63-year-old archbishop studied for 
the diplomatic service at the Vatican in 
1976, and has since served in several 
countries, including Denmark, the 
Czech Republic, Kenya, Rwanda, Hon- 
duras and Ireland. 

His assignment to the Philippines fol- 
lows a five-year stint as the Vatican's 
ambassador to Zimbabwe. Adams is the 
15th apostolic delegate to the Philip- 
pines. Tarra Quismundo 
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Ist Rea 
2nd Reading: 
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 
Jesus said to his disciples, "When the Son 
of Man comes in his glory with all his angels, 
he will sit on the throne of his Glory. All the 
nations will be brought before him, and as а 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
so will he do with them, placing the sheep on 
his right and the goats on his left. 

“The King will say to those on his right: 
"Come, blessed of my Father! Take possession 
ofthe kingdom prepared for you from the be 
ginning of the world. For | was hungry and 
you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink. Iwas a stranger and you welcomed me 
into your house. I was naked and you clothed 
me. I was sick and you visited me. I was in 
prison and you came to see me. 

"Then the good people will ask him: "Lord, 
"when did we see you hungry and give you 
food; thirsty and give you drink, or a stranger 
and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
When did we see you sick or in prison and go 
to see you?’ The King will answer, "Truly, 1 say 
to you: when-ever you did this to these little 
ones who are my brothers and sisters, you did 
itto me” 

"Then he will say to those on his left: 'Go, 
cursed people, out of my sight into the eternal 
fire which has been prepared for the devil 
and his angels! For I was hungry and you did 
not give me anything to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me nothing to drink; I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me into 
your house; | was naked and you did not 
clothe me; 1 was sick and in prison and you 
did not visit me? 

“They, too, will ask: "Lord, when did we see 
you hungry, thirsty, naked or a stranger, sick 
or in prison, and did not help you?" The King 
will answer them: "Truly, I say to you: whatev- 
er you did not do for one of these little ones, 
you did not do forme. 

“And these will go into eternal punish- 
ment, but the just to eternal life." 
Commentary 

Our souls live in hope and we believe that 
cone day we will shine like sparks that run in the 
stubble and that itis the just who will one day 
govern and rule. And more importantly, if we 
trust in God we will penetrate the truth and live 
with God in love because of God's mercy. We 

have been baptized into the dying and rising of 
Jesus and our resurrections have begun. Our 
lives are a practice for the fullness of glory with 
God. This is the foundation of our religion and 
all our lives practice and prayer. We will all die, 
but we stake our lives on the hope that the Son 
of Man will come in glory to judge each person 
and all the nations and that there will be life ev- 
erlasting. And today we pray for all those who 
have gone before us in faith. And we pray that 
they who know more than we do now of God's 
presence will remember us before God, to. 
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TOKYO—RISING INFLATION 
in emerging countries in Asia is 
still manageable but further ris- 
es in oil prices would pose a 
long-term threat to the region's 
economies, a senior Asian De- 
velopment Bank official yester- 
day warned. 

"Obviously the increase in oil 
prices is a big challenge,” 
Jong-Wha Lee, head of the ADB's 
Regional Economic Integration 
told Reuters in an interview. 

Oil prices scaled record highs 


From page Al 


gist at Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia in Sydney. 

Light, sweet crude for Decem- 
ber delivery rose to as high as 
'US$96.24 a barrel in electronic 
trading on the New York Mercan- 
tile Exchange by midafternoon in 
Singapore before dropping to 
'US$95.59 a barrel. 

Crude prices have reached in- 
flation-adjusted highs set in 
early 1980. Depending on how 
the adjustment is calculated, 
US$38 a barrel then would be 
worth US$96-$101 or more to- 
day. 

Oil prices have surged more 
than 50 percent since the start 
of the year, and have risen 
about 18 percent in the past 
month alone on winter supply 
worries, speculative buying and 
a succession of record lows in 
the US dollar. 

“We are stepping into an un- 
known area. Nobody wants to 
sell (given the fear of a) further 
rise,” broker Ken Hasegawa of 
Fimat Japan told Dow Jones 
Newswires. 


Fall of oil supplies 

In its weekly inventory re- 
port, the US Energy Informa- 
tion Administration (BIA) said 
oil supplies fell by 3.9 million 
barrels last week. Analysts sur- 
veyed by Dow Jones 
Newswires, on average, had ex- 


Kin of blast 


From page Al 


ways to cope with their pro- 
found loss and to get on with 
living. 

Amado Petras, а born-again 
pastor, is trying to ensure the 
education of his two grand- 
daughters—Rica Mae, 9, and 
Elizabeth, 4—"even with their 
father gone." 

Since laying his son Ricardo 
CRicky”) to rest at Heritage 
Park in Taguig City, the father 
has been sleeping in his son's 
bed and wearing his son's 
clothes. 

“I miss his presence so 
much," said Amado, 56. "If he 
shows himself to me, 1 will hug 
him tight and say, 1 love you, 
anak.” 


No visit to his grave 

In these days of remember- 
ing, neither flowers nor lighted 
candles will mark Jose Allen's 
grave at the Manila Memorial 
Park in Parafiaque City said 
Marie de Jesus. 

She said her family believed 
in the superstition that visit- 
ing the departed within 40 
days of their death could 
bring misfortune to those left 
behind. 

But more than that, Marie 
said, she could not stand the at- 
mosphere of death with the 
memory of her husband's pass- 


Cemetery. 


above $96 a barrel on Thursday, 
while China unexpectedly 
raised domestic gasoline and 
diesel prices by 10 percent, the 
first increase in 17 months. 

‘According to an ADB esti- 
mate, a $10 rise in oil prices 
would slash growth rates for 
emerging Asian countries, big 
importers of oil, by 0.6 percent- 
age point. 

But Lee said the impact of ris- 
ing oil prices on economic 
growth in emerging Asian coun- 


pected an increase of 100,000 
barrels. 

"The US inventory report has 
reaffirmed the belief that mar- 
ket conditions are tightening 
and oil prices are ratcheting ир 
higher on that basis" Moore 
said. 

Much of that decline in in- 
ventories was due to a big drop. 
in crude supplies at a closely 
watched oil terminal in Cush- 
ing, Oklahoma. 

Cushing oil supplies have 
been under pressure in recent 
months due to differences in ће 
price between front-month oil 
contracts and those for delivery 
in future months. This price dif- 
ference, or spread, has given 
storage tank owners a financial 
incentive to sell their oil, rather 
than hold itin inventory. 

Analysts have also blamed 
falling Cushing supplies, in 
part, for the rally in which oil 
prices have jumped 35 percent 
since August. 

‘The EIA also reported that re- 
finery activity fell by 0.9 per- 
centage point last week to 86.2 
percent of capacity, Analysts 
had expected an increase of 0.5 
percentage point. 

‘Supplies of gasoline rose last 
week by 1.3 million barrels. An- 
alysts expected a 400,000-bar- 
rel decrease. 

And inventories of distillates, 
which include heating oil and 
diesel fuel, rose by only 
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tries had been limited so far 
thanks to recent efforts to pro- 
mote energy efficiency and oth- 
er steps to cope with rising en- 
ergy prices. 

“The question is inflation,” 
Lee said, noting China's month- 
ly inflation rate of roughly 7 
percent is "very high.” 

“Inflation rate is still manage- 
able but if oil prices keep rising, 
it will clearly be a long-term 
threat and risk, not just for in- 
lation but also for the real 


Oil hits record $96/barrel 


800,000 barrels. Analysts had 
expected a 1-million barrel de- 


crease. 


Rate cut; GDP growth 

The US Federal Reserve's 
move to cut interest rates by a 
quarter point also supported 
prices. Interest rate cuts gener- 
ally support oil prices because 
they tend to send the US dollar. 
downward; the dollar is already 
at multiple-decade lows against 
major currencies. 

The Fed's second interest rate 
cut to stave off fears of inflation 
has added liquidity to financial 
markets, some of which has 
been plowed into oil futures be- 
cause they offer a hedge against 
aweak dollar. 

Even so, the economy of the 
world’s biggest energy con- 
sumer has shown surprising re- 
silience to high oil prices, grow- 
ing at a brisk clip in the third 
quarter. 

US gross domestic product 
(GDP) expanded at a 3.9-per- 
cent annual rate last quarter, 
the quickest pace since the first 
quarter of 2006. Latest data al- 
so showed private employers al- 
ѕо added 106,000 jobs in Octo- 
ber beating economists fore- 
cast of 60,000 new jobs. 


No shortage, says Opec 

Despite record oil prices, 
Opec turned a deaf ear to calls 
for an increase in oil production. 


term threat to Asia, says AD 


economy,” he added. 

Lee said there was no need to 
exaggerate such risk and added 
that the ADB still expected the 
economic growth of Asia's 
emerging economies to remain 
robust this year and next. 

The Manila-based multilater- 
al agency forecast in September 
that Абас developing 
economies, the fastest growing 
nations in-the world, would ex- 
pand 8.3 percent this year and 
8.2 регсепгіп 2008. Reuters 


"The question is if there is 
any shortage in the supply 
‘There isno... shortage in crude 
oil,” Qatar Oil Minister Abdul- 
lah al-Attiyah told reporters in 
Tokyo on Thursday. 

“Its market-driven and the 
market is out of our control," he 
said, reiterating comments 
made earlier this week. 

For its part, Iran's acting oil 
minister said the Opec was not 
expected to discuss raising out- 
put at informal talks in Riyadh 
in mid-November. 

“I doubt that because there is 
enough ой in the market . . . 
Iran does not see a need for an 
output increase,” Iran's Gho- 
lamhossein Nozari told Reuters, 
when asked if the Opec would 
discuss increasing production 
in the Saudi capital. 

Geopoliticals factors are like- 
wise boosting prospects of an 
oil price of US$100 per barrel. 

Iran warned the United 
States on Wednesday it would 
find itself in a “quagmire deeper 
than Iraq" if it attacked the Is- 
lamic state. Russia, however, 
has intensified efforts for a 
diplomatic solution to Tehran's 
nuclear row with the West. 

“Its just a matter of time . 
Everything you see now are 
bullish factors, so there is no 
reason for you to sell at the mo- 
ment,” Fimat Japan's Hasegawa 
said. Reports from AP and 
Reuters 


victims plan to meet, swap stories 


ing so fresh: "I don’t want to re- 
member anymore. 

“1 see traces of him every- 
where. When I'm in the house, I 
see his clothes, his slippers. 
When I prepare the table, when 
we're eating, all I can think of is, 
he's not here.’ 

There will just be a novena 
with her family and neighbors, 
Marie said. They will light can- 
dles in the apartment, and say 
prayers for Jose Allen’s soul. 

In Carlo's case, the reality of 
Leslie's passing "hasn'r sunk in 
yet" 

"It's been what, two-and-: 
half weeks, yet I have no sense 
of time. I'm not planning any- 
thing beyond Nov. 1,” he said. 

The day was spent with his 
year-old daughter Amber at 
Leslie’s grave at the Loyola 
Memorial Park in Marikina City. 

“I want to be with her,” Carlo 
said, adding that for the past 
few days, he had been “talking” 
to Leslie as though she were still 
around. 

He visited the blast site at 
Glorietta 2 to pray for Leslie last 
week, but he could not bring 
himself to go to the mall itself. 


Reunion 

“Not because I'm scared of 
what may happen,” he said. 
“fits just that] everywhere, 
there is a memory of her. Glori- 
etta was our ‘gimmick place.’ 


‘That was where we had our first 
date." 

Nov. 1 would have been an 
opportunity for Jeanette de 
Gracia to have a reunion with 
her children whom she had not 
seen for a year. 

Nearly a month ago, Jee Ann, 
a computer programmer, was 
ecstatic over the prospect of a 
get-together with both of her 
parents (who are estranged) in 
Nueva Ecija. 

In the good old days, it was 
the custom of family members 
to go home to the province on 
АП Saints’ Day to pay their re- 
spects to the dead and reunite 
with relatives they had not seen 
fora while. 

But since she parted ways 
with her husband two years 
ago, Jeanette said, she had пог 
been allowed to see her chil- 
dren, who lived in a rented 
house in Sta Cruz, Manila. 

Jeanette's reunion with her 
other kids—Jojo, Jeandy and 
Jeffrey—was inevitably somber. 
Nevertheless, she expressed 
thanks that she was able to feel 
how much they loved her. 

The mother said it was the 
three other children who told 
her of Jee Ann's death, and how, 
оп Jee Ann's last day with her 
siblings, she was so excited over 
a pending job offer in Singa- 
pore. 

At Melanie Arroyo's house in 


АНАРРҮ FAN of the late Fernando Poe Jr. places flowers at the tomb of the actor in Manila's North 


p 


Villamor Air Base, Pasay City, а 
flower vase would sometimes 
topple over asif an unseen hand 
had playfully nudged it. 


Not done mourning 

Melanie, whose husband An- 
thony was pinned to death in 
the explosion, said she viewed 
such incidents as his way of 
telling her that he was still 
around. 

“With every move I make in 
the house, I see my husband,” 
she said. “It’s so difficult to ac- 
cept his death; we're not yet 
done mourning.’ 

‘Anthony, a seaman, would 
have left for Germany on Oct. 20. 
Husband and wife were doing 
lastminute shopping for his trip 
-when the explosion occurred. 

To ease her grief, the young 
wife sought comfort in her close 
friends, who remarked how 
strong she was despite her loss. 

“1 have to be strong, Melanie 
said. “I сапт deal with this 
alone. And I don’t want my chil- 
dren to see me baliw-baliw (act- 
ing crazy). My children get their 
strength from me.” 

On their bed made for two, 
Melanie once sensed what 
seemed like arms wrapped 
around her, as if lulling her to 
sleep. 

“I knew it was him," she said, 
recalling no fear in Anthony's 
farewell embrace. 
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NEW PAPAL NUNCIO JESSYUSON 
Newly appointed Papal Nuncio to the Philippines Archbishop 
Edward Joseph Adams is welcomed by Filipino bishops upon his 
arrival at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport on Thursday. 
(Story on Page AS.) 


Relatives remember 800 
victims of political slays 


From page Al “Itis here [Laguna] that will 
be doing my prayers for my 
Tagalog (Bayan-ST), said the murdered parents for security 
relatives, together with the reasons because from the time 
human rights group Karap- that my parents were killed, I 
atan, Bayan and other groups have learned that I, too, am on 
in the region, visited and the ‘order of battle’ of the mili- 
prayed over the graves of the tary,” he said. 
victims. Д 

Ina statement, Albarillo said Bitterness 
the group first visited the ceme- Тһе statement quoted Dorris 
tery in Calamba City where Noli Cuario, head of  Karap- 
Capulong, the regional leader atan-Southern Tagalog, as com- 
of Bayan and Bayan Muna, is plaining that every time her col- 
buried. He was assassinated in leagues visited the graves of the 
May 2006. fallen activists, they could not 

“What happened to my hus- control their sorrow and feeling 
band is extremely painful be- of bitterness because up to now 
cause he did nothing wrong. justice had not been given the 
Why did they kill my husband?” victims. Instead, more and 
Capulongs widow Doyet was more of the activists are being 
quoted as saying. summarily killed. 

‘The militants then visited the “But we will not stop protest- 
cemetery in Bay, Laguna, where ing the deaths of our members 
Romy Malaban, a Bayan Muna until Ms Arroyo has been made 
leader, is buried. He was killed to answer for the extrajudicial 
in December 2003. killings,” Cuario said. 

Albarillo, whose parents Ex- Оп All Souls’ Day, militant 
pidito and Manuela Albarillo groups want the dead and the 
were also victims of summary the living to work together in 
executions in April 2002 in Ori- ousting the President. 
ental Mindoro, said the group DNUS 
also visited the graves of other Invoking spirits 
assassinated human rights lead- Тһе peasant group Kilusang 
ers. Magbubukid ng Pilipinas called 
‘Among them were those of on the spirits of the victims of 
Eden Marcellana, former secre- extrajudicial killings to "touch" 
tary general of Karapatan-ST; Ms Arroyo so that justice would 
Eddie Gumanoy, a farmer lead- be achieved. 
er, and Diosdado “Ding” Fortu- Asked if invoking the spirits 
na, a regional labor leader and meant asking them to appear 
secretary general of Nestlé to or possess anybody, KMP 


Cabuyao employees group. chair Danilo Ramos said: “If 
ghosts were true, we wish for 
Mass for the martyred that to happen. But what we 


The group sponsored a Mass want is for her to be overcome 
for the martyred activists and Бу her conscience and do the 
held up streamers which called right thing because our mar- 
for the ouster of President туге spirits are not yet at 
Macapagal-Arroyo, who they peace.” 
blamed for the murder of their Since Ms Arroyo came to 
loved ones and comrades. power in 2001, more than 430 

Albarillo said the group was peasants have been killed by 
doing this every year to pay “state forces,” but nobody has 
their respects for the greatness been punished for the crime, 
of the martyrs, “because they Ramos said. Reports from Ro- 
stood for the defense of the ba- mulo О. Ponte, Inquirer 
Southern Luzon, and Jerome 
Aning in Manila 


RELATIVES pay their respects to their departed loved ones on All Saints’ Day at the Barangka Cemetery 


in Marikina City. 


RAFFY LERMA 
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Court resurrects ‘dead’ husband 


From page Al 
presumptively dead upon the plea of his 
wife who had said her husband had 
stopped communicating with her and their 
children for about 10 years. 

‘The Legazpi City Regional Trial Court 
(RTC) declared Efren Guevarra presump- 
tively dead in January 2003 as provided for 
under the Family Code, and allowed his 
wife Alicia Guevarra to marry again. 

‘Alicia and Efren were married in 1976 
and had two children. Efren left the conj 
gal home in Manila in 1982, and he and АН 
cia last talked in 1991 when she asked him 
for financial support for their children. In 
August 2001, Alicia asked the RTC to de- 
clare her husband presumptively dead. 

The Office of the Solicitor General (OSG) 
contested the RTC decision in the Court of 
Appeals on the ground that Alicia did not 
look hard enough for her husband, pointing 
out that she did not report his disappear- 
ance to the police or media and did not seek 
their help in searching for Efren. 


Living with another woman 

‘The appellate court said Alicia failed to 
diligently search for her missing spouse and 
to show that she had enough basis to be- 
lieve that Efren was dead, as required by 
the Family Code. It also pointed out that ev- 
idence showed that Efren was alive, al- 
though he was living with another woman. 

“In the case at bar, as aptly opined by ће 
OSG, the search conducted by the appellee 
and the evidence she presented in support of 
her proposition proves to be too sketchy to 
bolster a reasonable belief on her part that 
her husband is already dead,” the Court of 
‘Appeals said in its decision on Oct. 19. 

Te said Alicia only searched for her husband 
immediately before and after filing her petition 
with the RTC, as shown by her inquiries with 
the Commission on Elections, a Manila baran- 
gay, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Bu- 
reau of Immigration, the Department of For- 
eign Affairs and the United States Embassy. 

"The appeals court said the documents that 
Alicia had gathered did not prove that Efren 
was dead, The papers only showed that he 
was not a resident or a registered voter of 
Manila; he was not a taxpayer in the Sam- 
paloc-Quiapo area; he did not have a passport 
and did not apply for a US visa, and he did not 
travel abroad. 


Very much alive 

‘The court also said that Alicia did notshow 
proof that she had inquired about her hus- 
band's whereabouts from friends and the 
caretaker of her mother-in-law. 

“What the evidence on record proves is 
that Efren is very much alive and is now co- 
habiting with another woman for it was ac- 
tually the appellee who testified that her 
mother-in-law had informed her of such 
fact,” the Court of Appeals said. 

Itpointed out that based on Alicia's testi- 
mony, it appeared that her husband only 
chose not to communicate with her and 
their acquaintances. 

In cases in which a spouse is declared pre- 
sumptively dead, the other spouse should 
have a well-founded belief that her husband 
or his wife is dead before the petition is filed, 
according to the appellate court. 


Protect marriage 

Marriage is an important social institu- 
tion that should be safeguarded, said the 
decision was penned by Justice Josefina 
Guevara-Salonga. 

Two justices of the five-member Special 
11th Division, however, dissented. 

The appellate court has no jurisdiction 
over presumptive death rulings because 
these are immediately executory and could 
not be questioned through an ordinary ap- 
peal such as the one filed by the OSG, ac- 
cording to Justice Vicente Roxas. 

A declaration of presumptive death does 
not mean a person is physically dead, Roxas 
said. Rather, a person is presumed to be 
dead, after itis determined that he has been 
missing for several years, so that his heirs or 
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spouse could go on with their lives. 

Roxas said presumptive death petitions 
could not be questioned because of a lack of 
clear evidence of death and because pre- 
sumption already indicated that there was 
a "cloud" on how a person disappeared. 

“The presumption of death is only a legal 
fiction such like many other legal concepts. 
Presumption of death cannot be construed so 
literally that one must have a corpus delicti or 
to be more blunt—a cadaver.” he said. 

Roxas said presumptive death rulings 


presumption, a presumption is necessarily 
"disputable-—indefinitely. The reason why it 
is a presumption is because there is no con- 
clusion. It always remains doubtful. It always 
remains disputable and unsure,” he said. 

Justice Myrna Dimaranan Vidal said the 
appellate court could not accept the ordi- 
nary appeal filed by the OSG because the 
RIC ruling was immediately final and ex- 
ecutory as provided for under the Family 
Code. But she said the OSG could still file 
the proper mode of appeal. 
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Unpardoned 


HERE WERE WE, BEFORE WE WERE INTER- 
E by Malacafiang’s sudden but inevitable 
decision to pardon Joseph Estrada? The Palace 
bribery scandal had reached a new absurd turn. And the 
Speaker's controversial son and namesake had directly 
implicated the President and her even more controversial 
husband in alleged corruption, 
When telecommunications busi- 
EDITORIAL ^ nessman Jose de Venecia Ш first testi- 
fied before the Senate about what he 
knew of the ZTE contract for the government's national 
broadband network project, he studiously referred to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo as "my president." It was an 
obvious attempt on his part to make a crucial distinction. 
between the series of corrupt acts that he said tainted the 
ZTE deal beyond redemption and a head of government 
he said did not know anything about it. 

‘As it turns out, the “my president” ploy was also a sub- 
tle attempt to dissuade President Arroyo from moving 
against Speaker Jose de Venecia, her close ally and for- 
mer running mate, The Speaker repeatedly defended his 
son's disclosure as the decision of an independent person; 
at the same time, he could not forbear to point out that 
the distinction his son made proved that he himself was 
not attacking the President. 

The last time the younger De Venecia appeared before 
the Senate, however, the day the Estrada pardon was an- 
nounced, the circumstances had drastically changed. Per- 
haps he felt that the Palace was moving to depose his fa- 
ther; perhaps he believed Malacafiang could have done 
more to contain the threats he said his family had re- 
ceived. Whatever: He not only declined to call Ms Arroyo 
“my president” again; he accused her of encouraging cor- 
ruption. 

In truth, all he did was detail what Secretary Romulo 
Neri allegedly told him, about President Arroyo's alleged 
reply to his revelation that Benjamin Abalos, then the 
chair of the Commission on Elections, had offered him a 
P200-million bribe. According to the younger De Venecia, 
Neri told him that the President's initial reply was, Why 
didn’t you take it? but in Filipino. 

To be sure, Neri has since vehemently denied telling 
him any such thing, And the younger De Venecia has had 
difficulty explaining to reporters why—having already 
known about this alleged response when he first testi- 
fied in September—he still kept referring to Ms Arroyo 
as “my president” then. If true, wasn't the alleged re- 
sponse just as criminal оп Sept. 18 as it was when he be- 
latedly revealed it on Oct. 25? (Inconvenient questions 
like these make us wonder why Malacafiang pressed the 
panic button that day and decided to announce Estrada’s 
pardon.) 

The younger De Venecia also implicated the President's 
husband, Jose Miguel "Mike" Arroyo, in the crooked ZTE 
deal—but again by relating what another person, this 
time the equally controversial businessman Ricky Razon, 
allegedly told him. Some $70 million was reserved for 
"Mike," he said, because Abalos had stupidly promised 
precisely that amount to him. 

Again, many questions are begging to be asked—and 
Malacafiang would be foolish to believe the Estrada par- 
don will drive them all away. 

Despite our reservations about the younger De Vene- 
cia's exposé-by-installment plan, enough reliable infor- 
mation is already available—above all, Abalos’ docu- 
mented participation, which is as inexplicable as it is rep- 
rehensible—to merit continuing the investigation. 

By the same token, enough misinformation about the 
distribution of cash gifts in Malacafiang has surfaced to 
support calls for a thorough and impartial probe. The lat- 
est and most ridiculous "explanation," offered by Eastern 
Samar Gov. Ben Evardone and Palawan Gov. Joel Reyes, 
plumbs a new low. Apparently, the money received by 
Pampanga Gov. Ed Panlilio and other governors came 
from the League of Provinces of the Philippines. Appar- 
ently, the LPP has a fund pooled from governors' contri- 
butions. And apparently a poor province like Eastern 
Samar can afford to give cash gifts to the country's more 
developed provinces like Pampanga and Bulacan. 

Perhaps the emerging public consensus is wrong. Per- 
haps the Estrada pardon was rushed, not to deny the 
younger De Venecia's revelations the headlines, but to ob- 
fuscate the LPP explanation, which no sane person can 
accept. Even a shameless Malacafiang was ashamed. 
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NOW І HAVE AN IDEA WHY WE HAVE SO 
many problems, why there is so much strife, 
‘The reason? Lawyers. 

‘Our law schools turn out so many lawyers that 
competition becomes fierce. That is why we are a 
litigious nation and court dockets are clogged 
and the wheels of justice turns so slowly. 

By my own estimate, out of every 10 stu- 
dents who enter law school, only two become 
practicing lawyers. The rest drop out and shift 
to other courses, or graduate but flunk the bar 
exams. Of those who pass the bar, many be- 
come notary publics or do not practice law, be- 
ing contented with being called “attorney” and 
having their framed diplomas hanging in their 
living rooms. Of those who practice law, а good 
number end up in legal departments whose job 
is to draftlegal opinions. 

Т сате to the above conclusions after read- 
ing thick files of contracts and other docu- 
ments relating to the quarrel over the garbage 
dumps in Rodriguez. (formerly Montalban), 
Rizal, and reading the correspondence be- 
tween Rizal Gov. Casimiro Ynares III and Ro- 
driguez Mayor Pedro Cuerpo. The letters were 
obviously written not by the two officials who 
signed them, but by their lawyers, judging 
from the legalese and gobbledygook. The lay- 
man cannot understand them, and obviously 
Ynares and Cuerpo apparently didn't, No won- 
der these two gentlemen are quarreling. The 
documents shouldn't be about the garbage 
dumps; they should be in them. 

"To this layman, the problem seems simple 
enough, although I had a difficult time figuring 
it out just by reading the legal documents. 1 
had to interview Ynares, Cuerpo, the Interna- 
tional Solid Waste Integrated Management 
Services Inc. (Swims) lawyer and their friends 
at the Kapihan sa Manila and elsewhere before 
the light dawned on me. 

As I see it, it is so elementary it can be 
summed up in one five-letter word: m-o-n-e-y. 
It is said that pirates, robbers, thieves and 


Soul-less 


THE SCENE WAS ALL TOO FAMILIAR, AS 
heart-wrenching as it was intellectually ago- 
nizing, Stalls were being demolished, the 
goods confiscated, as the hapless vendors 
wailed and cried. Metro Manila Development 
Authority Chairman Bayani Fernando had or- 
dered the streets kept free for the smooth flow 
of traffic come the All Souls’ Day trek to the 
cemeteries. 

А barangay captain tied to reason with the 
MMDA, saying that the vendors just borrowed 
money for thelr stalls, hoping to cash in on the 
опсе-а-уеаг bonanza around the cemeteries, and 
there was no need for harsh measures. Fernando 
replied: We have to teach them a lesson, and con- 
fiscation is the only language they understand, 

Fernando speaks for the traveling public, 
and for the larger interest in keeping the roads 
and sidewalks free for cars and pedestrians. 
‘These public spaces must not be appropriated 
for private profit, and Fernando can rightly 
take credit for applying the full force of the law 
against all profiteers, big and small. 

‘But, as former Chief Justice Artemio Pangani- 
ban said in one of his historic decisions, there is 
“a right way to do the right thing at the right 
time." To treat honest hardworking vendors as 
if they were criminals—like those abominable 
thieves who engineered the aborted ZTE deal— 
isnot the right way to celebrate All Souls’ Day. 

It is strange that in a country where business 
schools offer fancy courses on entrepreneur- 
ship, we unleash burly men against genuine en- 
trepreneurs, small-time in capital and perhaps 
in imagination, but certainly no free-loaders, no 
alms-seekers. They are bolder than 2nd- or 3rd- 
generation tycoons who inherited the wealth 
but not the risk-taking spirit of their ancestors, 

Iris stranger still that in a country where half 
а million pesos is passed around in paper bags 
like party favors—and Honorable men and 
women step out of Malacafiang carrying goodie 
bags filled not with Halloween treats but with 
money looted by fellow notables—that we ap- 
ply the full brunt of the law against vendors 
‘who eke our a living, earning a P1 margin for 


Asl See It 
Neal H. Cruz » 


Mafia gangsters fight over their loot. Same 
thing here. Recall that the mayor of Pasay was 
removed from office because of garbage. Dirty, 
smelly and unsanitary they may be, but there is 
plenty of money in garbage—for the garbage 
haulers, for the operators of the garbage 
dumps, for the local governments where the 
garbage is dumped, and finally for the scav- 
‘engers and the merchants who buy the recy- 
cled materials they collect. 

Do you know that Swims, the contractor of 
the Rodriguez landfill, grosses at least P400 
million annually from the tipping fees, and 
that the Rodriguez municipal government nets 
P150 million a year and the scavengers and 
merchants at least P3 million a month? 

Swims and Mayor Cuerpo had such а nice 
thing going, so why did they quarrel? As in Ali 
Baba and the Forty Thieves, again that five-let- 
ter word destroys a friendship. 

‘Cuerpo had the good sense to think of har- 
nessing the methane gas (the same gas that the 
police say caused the Glorietta 2 explosion) pro- 
duced by the landfill to generate electricity for 
his town. He concluded а 10-year contract with 
Karbon Kredit Philippines Inc, to put up a 
methane gas recovery project that would cost 
$30 million. Karbon Kredit would pay the Ro- 
driguez government a 10 percent royalty on 
gross revenues, which Rodriguez would then 
share with the provincial government and 
Swims, read the contract and they were signed 
by Cuerpo, Ynares Jr. (father of the present gov- 
ernor) and Reynaldo Perez, president of Swims. 
So far, зо good. So why did they begin fighting? 


1 asked that question many times of the 
lawyer of Swims at the Kapihan, but he refused 
to say why, Neither did Ynares IIT, who inherit- 
ed the contract from his father, and Cuerpo. So 
the reason could only be embarrassing to all of 
them and most probably it is that five-letter 
word again. Maybe somebody is not satisfied 
with the proposed partihan. or division of the 
moneys. 

‘At any rate, Swims, which had bought the 
raw land around the 14-hectare Rodriguez 
sanitary landfill, soon had developed an adja- 
cent 19 hectares as another sanitary landfill 
(Cuerpo says it is not a landfill but an open 
dump with no Environment Compliance C: 
tificate [ECC] from the Department of Em 
ronment and Natural Resources [DENR] and 
по permit from him) and entered into another 
contract with the Rizal provincial government. 
Ynares Ш ordered the closure of the Rodriguez 
landfill as it is already full as certified by 
Swims and the opening of the new dump. 
(Cuerpo says his landfill is still good for two 
years and two months.) 

Cuerpo said, "You cannot do that" and 
Ynares countered "Yes we can; we have super- 
vision over all municipal governments in 
Rizal” and “Yes we have an ECC from the Lagu- 
na Lake Development Authority (LLDA)." 

‘Why did Swims stab Cuerpo in the back? Be- 
cause the Rodriguez officials are demanding 
that Swims build a water treatment plant to 
take care of the leachate from the landfill as 
stipulated in the contract, which would have 
cost many millions of pesos. Swims probably 
decided it would be cheaper to build a new 
dump than build a water treatment plant, and 
to hell with the contract. 

Now the layman's question: Can just any- 
body dump garbage in your backyard without 
your permission? Can the Rizal government 
make a dump in Rodriguez territory without 
the permission of its residents? Who is the vil- 
lain here? 
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each plastic cup of watered-down buko juice. 

But saddest of all, there is really no one to 
speak up for the vendors if we rely on the polit- 
ical and democratic processes. There is no par- 
ty-list group representing them. They are not 
organized into any trade union. They are not 
geographically discrete. And if they do, they 
see each other as rivals and would actually say 
that these demolitions were OK for as long as 
they target the competition, 

Ifthe goal of the MMDA is to clear the public 
spaces of vendors, it is not enough simply to 
drive them away. If Fernando says that demoli- 
tions are the only language the vendors under- 
stand, he should remember the other, equally 
compelling language they hear, that of eco- 
nomic survival. They will return, Chairman 
Fernando, for as long as that is the only way to 
earn living. 

‘And we, as a society, must support their in- 
explicable grit to be honest amid life's cruelty 
and injustice. This time, its my turn to use the 
language of supply and demand, If the public 
keeps on buying from the vendors, it means 
that the vendors offer a valuable service that 
the public is willing to pay for. lm not saying 
that we must therefore offer our sidewalks 
wherever that public is willing to buy and the 
vendors are willing to sell. No. Rather, local 
governments must allocate space for these 
vendors, situate them reasonably close to the 
buying public, and charge them proper rental. 

Right now, the vendors are already paying 
rent—to all the wrong people! Don’t tell me 
they can squat without paying off the police, 
the barangay tanods, even the security guards, 
in whatever currency, whether it is in репу 


cash or free meals, In that sense, Fernando is 
right: Illegal vending abets corruption. 

But his answer is wrong. The solution is not 
to stop the vending itself; the solution is to le- 
galize the vending, by providing the vendors a 
proper place to sell their goods, and collecting 
fees for the value received, 

We must see the vendors as legitimate busi- 
nessmen whom we must foster and develop. 
Whenever you pass those “Sweet Corn” ven- 
dors with handwritten cardboard signs saying 
"May Luto,” ask yourself how much they earn 
from each mais, how much for a whole day of 
sitting under the rain or sun, and compute how 
much of your loose change could have made a 
difference in their lives. (How do they bring 
their corn all the way there, and how do they 
bring home the unsold corn at 8 p.m. when 
they close shop for the day?) They don't need a 
school of entrepreneurship to know that they 
must ell if they want to survive. 

What worries me even more is the callous 
attitude of the educated Filipino, confronted 
with Fernando's argument that we must keep 
the public spaces public. Sure, Fernando has a 
point, but its not as if his is the rational view 
and our opposition is, at best, a humanitarian 
plea. This is nota debate of the hard-nosed ver- 
sus the bleeding heart, of reason versus mushy 
emotion, No, Fernando's is just one of several 
options, and we as human beings must choose 
the most humane among them. 

‘The realist should say: Vendor demolitions 
do not defeat the law of supply and demand, 
cannot match the law of survival, and the ven- 
dors will inevitably return; with demolitions, 
there is pain but no gain. The dreamer should 
say: Vendor demolitions punish the honest and 
hardworking, and crush the dreams of those 
‘who still innocently value a good day's work. 

‘On demolition day, it was “the quality of 
[our] mercy” that was on the line, our shared 
humanity and innate sense of justice that was 
atstake—and we were all diminished. 
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MANILA IS NOTORIOUS FOR SPINNING CON- 
spiracy theories as ad hoc explanations for events 
that are hard to believe. One such event was the 
absolute pardon granted to former President 
Joseph Estrada on Oct. 25. 
Оп that day, it seemed the weekend held no 
. surprises, Rumors were sweeping the city that 
Estrada would be pardoned the following day. 
$ Someone asked me by phone if this was true. I 
£ said, from intuition, “That can happen.” 

It was the swiftness of the pardon that was 
stunning, 

From the time Estrada was convicted of plunder 
by the Sandiganbayan on Sept. 12, а real conspira- 
су was surreptitiously taking place behind the backs 
of the Filipino people at the summit of political 
power to fast-track the grant of executive clemency. 
Тһе conspiracy is no longer just a theory. 

Tn less than six weeks, the pardon became а polit- 

1 leal reality a deus ex machina. The pardon was the 
‘outcome of the conspiratorial collusion between a 
1 former president, the first Filipino president ever to 
be convicted of corruption on a colossal scale, and a 
itting President who is under constant siege of po- 
1 Mitica instability and a likely candidate for another 
impeachment complaint in Congress and plunder 
case before the Sandiganbayan. 
| ` The Estrada pardon broke records in many re- 
} spects. It was not only the swiftest pardon ever 
granted by a Filipino president, since Manuel L. 
Quezon of the Philippine Commonwealth, it also 
Broke precedents in that the terms of the pardon. 
were framed secretly exclusively between Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, the highest authority of 
1 the land, and a president who had been deposed 
1 by а disguised military coup and street uprising 
and subsequently convicted in a court of justice of 
plunder on a scale that nearly rivaled that of the 
dictator, Ferdinand Marcos. The negotiations were 
conducted secretly by Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno, who is privy to the venalities of the Estrada 
administration and also of the Arroyo administra- 


IN “LIONS FOR LAMBS” DIRECTOR ROBERT 
Redford and writer Matthew Michael Carnahan 
link three different stories into a reflection on the 
impact of political and social “disengagement” 
not only on American foreign policy but also on 
the death or survival of those who choose to try to 
make a difference. 

While a US senator and presidential hopeful 
(Tom Cruise) tries to convince а TV reporter 
(Meryll Streep) to “sell” to the American public a 
new strategy in the US war in Afghanistan, a polit- 
ical science professor in a California university 
(Redford) tries to convince a promising student 
(Andrew Garfield) to break out of the cocoon ofin- 
difference that his privileged station has afforded 
him and find a cause to stand behind and work for. 
‘The professor's way of reaching out to the student 
is to tell him about two former students, Emest 
(Micheal Peña) and Arian (Derek Lake), who joint- 
ly make the decision to enlist in the army and fight 
in Afghanistan o prove their willingness tọ stake 
their ives in their country's future. 

Even as conservative forces and liberal tenden- 
fight it out for the higher ground of public 
opinion, the two young idealists in Afghanistan 
find their very survival turning on the decisions be- 
ing made in Washington and in the minds of every 
‘American. But does the average American know 
this, or even care? 105 the “disengagement” of 
young Americans like Todd Hayes, the slacker stu- 
dent, the movie seems to say, that allows political 
schemers and reckless commanders to needlessly 
risk the lives of soldiers like Ernest and Arian. 

The title is taken from the comment of a Ger- 
man officer during World War I, when, beholding 
the bravery of the British soldier, he observed that 
“never have so many lions been led by so many 
lambs.” That, in itself, is already pungent com- 
mentary on the conduct of the American cam- 


, Paigns in Iraq and Afghanistan. 


“WHILE watching the movie, it struck me that 
“disengagement” is precisely the term used by 
one of the speakers at the “seminar” and study 
tour recently undertook in Israel. 

Of all the speakers during the week we 
stayed in the country, professor Naomi Chazan, 
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tion. Puno was also Estrada's interior secretary. 

"This fact heightened the conspiratorial mystery. 
In this conspiracy at the summit, the public was 
completely excluded, the President's allies in the 
ruling Lakas coalition were excluded, and Estra- 
da's cohorts in the opposition were left out. There. 
‘were no inputs during the negotiations from either 
group, although the subject of the secret talks was 
of transcendental importance, a historic compro- 
mise involving two fundamental principles of gov- 
‘emance: the fair and equal administration of jus- 
tice under the rule of law; and a criminal system 
that recognizes that a reconciliation can take place 
only after a convicted offender has acknowledged. 
guilt None of these conditions was observed. 

Lawyers have argued that the power of the pres- 
ident to grant executive clemency is almost unre- 
stricted, almost monarchical under the doctrine of 
Divine Rights of Kings in its discretionary range. 
And yet, no Filipino president since Quezon ever 
took it upon himself to negotiate with any convict- 
ed prisoner, and decided the pardon in such haste 
as that of President Arroyo on Estrada. This break 
from precedents and the apparent abuse of discre- 
tionary prerogatives are what make the pardon of 
Estrada so unique, obscene, repulsive and hard to 
accept by the Fllipino people. 

Ms Arroyo and Estrada negotiated the terms of 
their own reconciliation and political settlement 
to serve the narrow interests of political expedi- 
ency, disguised as "the national interest.” 

‘The talks were carried out within the frame- 
work of two self-serving political objectives: that 
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a former member of the Knesset (Israeli parlia- 
ment), was the most optimistic about the 
prospects of peace among Israelis, Palestinians 
and the rest of the Arab world. This is perhaps 
understandable, given that Chazan has been a 
long-time peace activist. But as she herself 
pointed out, this period in history presents “the 
best opportunity we ever had in 16 years” for 
peace. "The US is now totally committed to 
moving the process forward,” she noted, “and 
many of our Arab partners, and the majority of 
our leaders and our people" are just as commit- 
ted to ending decades of animosity. 

“The only alternative is catastrophe,” she 

emphasized, expressing a hope that skeptics 
“suspend disbelief and push for success (of the 
forthcoming Annapolis Summit) in the next 
two months.” 
BUT Chazan also observed that in her country, 
“people are so afraid of failure that they're not en- 
gaging.” Israelis today have become “masters of 
escapism,” she said, noting the "rise of spirituality 
on a private level” among young Israelis, as evi- 
denced by the explosive growth in yoga classes, 
meditation sessions, spas and retreats in her 
country. 

Given their history, especially the three years of 
the "second intifadah” when one never knew 
when and where suicide bombers would strike, 
perhaps it’s no surprise that Israelis enjoying this 
breather from violence would rather escape their 
reality than confront its challenges. But Chazan 
said it's "sad that more people should be disen- 
gaging (these days) rather than protesting.” 

“if you ask Israelis what their state of mind is 
today" she said, “they will say that personally, it's 
never been in better shape, but publicly, only 15 
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the pardon would bring about political reconeili- 
ation and stability, on the part of the Presiden 
and the pardon is absolute, Estrada is not humili- 
ated and does not admit guilt. The pardon ful- 
filled these objectives but, despite the lofty decla- 
rations about establishing the environment of 
‘tranquility in which the county can “move on” to 
economic prosperity not disrupted by unrelent- 
ing political turmoil, it appears to have been de- 
signed to primarily meet the narrow interests of 
Ms Arroyo, specifically to ensure her political sur- 
vival up to 2010; and Estrada who wanted to be 
free again, with political rights fully restored, al- 
lowing him to posture again as the champion of 
the masses who sank deeper in poverty from his 
looting of resources. Ms Arroyo and Estrada con- 
spired to short-circuit the penal intentions of the 
criminal justice system to deter future law-break- 
ing by the powerful and influential. 

As an immediate consequence of the conspira- 
су, the pardon has left the political opposition in 
wider disarray than ithad been since the May elec- 
tion. It has shattered Estrada's credibility in the 
ranks of the opposition. There is widespread suspi- 
cion that he had sold out to the administration. His. 
‘bona fides as a significant leader and symbol of the 
opposition is under scrutiny, questioned by Makati 
Mayor Jejomar Binay, who headed the Genuine 
Opposition in the last election. 

The doubts about Estrada began after he dis- 
tanced himself from the renewed call for the res- 
ignation of Ms Arroyo in the face of corruption 
scandals, particularly the alleged bribery at- 
tempts in the national broadband contract with 
ТТЕ Corp. and the distribution of cash gifts to 
‘congressmen and governors in Malacafiang. 

Estrada has been compromised by the pardon. 
The pardon has swiftly unraveled as a scheme to 
use Estrada to rally his constituency behind the 
Arroyo administration. Instead, the pardon has 
‘marginalized Estrada's influence on the opposi- 
tion. 


percent of the population believes that the state of 
thenation is good.” 

This may explain in part, she added, why, de- 
spite the hopeful signs for peace on the horizon, 
“the peace movement has been dwindling, we 
er than it has ever been.” 

But if fewer Israelis today no longer believe 
peace is worth fighting for, itis not because they 
believe war and aggression is the better option. 
Rather, as Chazan hinted, it is because they have 
ceased to care. 


“DISENGAGEMENT” may also be the reason 
for the muted reactions of many Filipinos to 
the scandals and anomalies we have witnessed 
in the last few years. 

In the wake of the conviction on charges of 
plunder of former President Joseph Estrada, 1 
wrote that I expected to feel more than the 
numbness that had seized not just me, but 
many of my generation and especially the 
youth. I was puzzled, for hadn't we massed in 
anger over reports of the corruption that at- 
tended the Erap administration? Hadn't we 
watched avidly as the impeachment hearings 
took place? Hadn't we gathered in the hun- 
dreds of thousands to force him out of office? 
And hadn't we waited impatiently for the six 
years of trial to reach a conclusion? 

Why then couldn't we summon more ela- 
tion—or anger? 

Maybe we were just saving our hearts from 
further battering, because our euphoria or 
righteous ire would have gone to waste given 
the indecent haste with which Erap has been 
pardoned, without his having spent even a sin- 
gle day in a “real” jail, not a luxurious resi- 
dence surrounded by a manicured landscape. 

Given the turn of events, “disengagement” 
‘would seem to be the proper response, 
as how often we have been betrayed, used 
lied to. But disengaging from the world—tun- 
ing out as many Israelis are doing, or getting off 
as the young student in the movie would—is 
not so much a response as an escape. Our prob- 
Jems don't really disappear; they remain, but 
‘we choose to turn a blind eye to them. 


Preparing for death 


NOW THAT WE HAVE FINISHED OUR ANNUAL. 
visit to the cemeteries, the dead can rest in peace 
fora year until Nov. 1 rolls in again. 

Death is not something Filipinos are comfort 
able with, so we burden our heirs with decisions 
that have to be made when we are (in)conve- 
niently away. I remember how stressful it was to 
prepare for our mother’s unexpected passing. All 
that we knew was that she did not want to be 
placed on a life-support system. She did not wish 
to be revived if her condition meant she would 
have to spend the remainder of her life as a veg- 
etable. We knew (because she kept repeating it) 
that she wanted a short wake with a closed coffin, 
followed by cremation. 

She had acquired a memorial plan but nobody 
seemed to know what she wanted regarding the 
style, price and color of the casket and шт. We 
couldn't choose from the display in the funeral par- 
lor because bright and gaudy seemed to be the o 
der of the day. There was nothing simple and digni- 
fied available, but atrocious gold creations crafted 
to justify unnecessary expense. 1 argued for the 
cheapest casket because it would only be used for 
the wake—her final resting place would be an um 
in a space she had acquired in the crypt of Sanctu- 
ario de San Antonio in Makati. 1 remember that 
midnight argument well. When I said lets be practi 
cal and get a cheap casket, my sister snapped, “Ibig 
mong pagtipiran si Mommy (You want to scrimp on. 
Mommy)?" 1 left her to make all the decisions, real- 
izing that the surly man in the funeral office took 
advantage of our grief. To get even, I had the rug 
-with their screaming corporate logo removed from. 
‘under the coffin during the wake. 

‘The days that followed made us realize how 
mother prepared for a trip to the other world. 
‘When 1 asked why she chose a space in the crypt 
їп the bottom rather than the more impressive 
ones on top, the driver replied that she wanted 
fresh flower arrangements to rest on the floor be- 


side her niche, a feature that the upper residents 
of this neerological condominium did not have. 
She also specified white flowers. If people insist- 
ей on giving wreaths with colored flowers, these 
were to be placed outside the hall. 

Then I was shown the detailed and expensive 
menu for the three-day wake. I asked the caterer 
‘why we had to serve full meals—breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, plus hot merienda in between. Wasn't bu- 
tong pakwan and stale juice from tetra paks de 
rigueur? When 1 attempted to edit the menu, she 
replied, “Your mother chose this menu and specif- 
ically outlined the order of service." 

I threw my hands in the ай, rolled my eyes and 
laughed out loud, because mother, as usual, was 
controlling her children from beyond the grave. 

Death is the last frontier and we often marvel 
at those who prepare for it. Consider the person 
buried in the Mannungul Jar that was excavated 
from the Tabon Cave complex in Palawan some 
decades ago. This jar is thousands of years old, 
and while we do not know who commissioned it 
or who was buried in it, we at least know that ear- 
ly Filipinos had a concept of the afterlife, of a trip 
оп a boat to the next world. 

Jose Rizal was also detailed about funeral ar- 
rangements. He preferred to be buried in Paang 
Bundok, where the Manila North Cemetery now 
stands. He wanted a simple grave with a cross 
and a tombstone containing his name, the date of 
his birth and the date of his death—nothing 
more. Ifthe familv wished to build a fence around 


his grave, they could do so, but “no anniversaries 
please." Sad to say, none of these wishes were fol- 
lowed. He now lies beneath the monument in 
Rizal Park, and worse, each year on Dec. 30, the 
president of the Philippines lays a wreath on his 
grave, leading the nation in mourning for a man 
who didn't want his death anniversary observed. 
This may just be the best excuse to move Rizal 
Day from Dec. 30, his date of death, to June 19, 
his birthday. But then if Rizal's own family didn’t 
follow his last wishes, why should we? 

The historian Teodoro A. Agoncillo was the 
same. When I last saw him alive on Dec. 14, 1984, 
shortly before he passed away, I had brought all of 
his books and asked him to inscribe them for me. 
His penmanship, which was wobbly due to а 
stroke, was unusually firm and legible. I did not 
give this a second thought, until he pulled a slip of 
paper from his table and said, "I have been wait- 
ing for you for some weeks now. I have something 
for you." The slip of paper was dated Nox. 9, 1984 
and it turned out to be a short poem he had com- 
posed as his epitaph. It said: 

"Buong kalawakan ang nais liparin/ At ang 
kalangitan ang ibig marating/ Ngunit tingnan 
ninyo ang kinahahantungan/ Sandakot na abong 
di mapakinabangan!" 

Agoncillo wanted a simple narra box made to 
hold his ashes. He wanted a brass plaque to be at- 
tached to this, with his name, his date of birth and 
date of death. Then somewhere else on this box, the 
above poem was to be etched on brass as well and 
апасһей to a place where it could be read. Death 
levels all, he explained, in life he aspired for the sky 
but in death he was justa handful of useless ash. 

So much for the annual morbid reflections. 1 
must get back to life and compose my own 
deathbed wishes. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo. 
edu 
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Simply, Mamita 


1 WAS WAITING FOR A FLIGHT WHEN I GOT THE NEWS 
that Dr. Mita Pardo de Tavera had passed away last week. 1 
thought of writing an obituary, but postponed it, not wanting 
to write while I was still overwhelmed by grief. Mamita was a 
second mother to me; my parents referred to her in Chinese 
as my “hua lang bu(Spanish mother)” and said that with 
great pride. I still mourn her passing, but write now, hoping 
to capture the way 

she lived, vibrantly 
and so full of cele- 
bration. 

1 had graduated 
from college just а 
year earlier and was 
working with the 
Catholic Church's 
community-based 
health programs, when a Maryknoll sister suggested that I 
apply for work with a new non-government organization. It 
was called AKAR an abbreviation of the kilometric name Alay 
Kapwa Kilusang Pangkalusugan (Caring for Others Health 
Movement), specializing in tuberculosis control and headed 
by Dr. Mita Pardo de Tavera. 

Dr. Tavera? The name of an old wealthy Spanish family 
alone was intimidating, yet I can't remember the job inter- 
view to have been grueling in any sense. What I recall is how 
she introduced herself, and she insisted that she be called, 
simply, Mamita. 

Weak lungs 


got the job, and when I told my mother about it, she was 
a bit apprehensive. People tend to exaggerate the infectious- 
ness of TB. My mother was convinced that I had “weak 
lungs" and, surprise, surprise, she said that I had been diag- 
nosed for “primary complex" (infection with TB) when I was 
very young, and that my doctor at that time had been no oth- 
erthan Mamita. 

One time, while 1 was having a meeting with Mamita in 
her house, I told her that I first met her years earlier, as a 
child and a patient. "Really?" she said, clearly as amused as I 
was. She asked me to go with her to her clinic at the back of 
her house. It turned out she had kept every X-ray of each of 
her patients, filed away in cabinet after cabinet together with 
clinical notes. Not only that, she was able to locate my X-ray, 
taken more than 20 years earlier. 

“Itok most of these X-rays myself,” she told me, and said 
her gnarled fingers were probably the result of all the radia- 
tion. Squinting, she looked closely at my X-ray almost as if it 
had just been taken a few minutes earlier. Then she turned to 
me and said: "Mike, I never diagnosed you as having primary 
complex, and the X-rays certainly don’t show it.” 

But she wasn't surprised. She figured I was probably 
brought to another doctor who then put me on medicines for 
“weak lungs.” There was, and still is, so much misdiagnosis 
of TB: children being over-diagnosed, while in adults, the 
disease is often overlooked, until it becomes advanced and 
difficult to treat, so that thousands of Filipinos still die each 
year from the disease. 

Mamita devoted her whole life to TB. She had graduated 
from the UP College of Medicine in 1944, one of the few 
women in her time who dared to become a physician. One 
reason she went into medicine was that she wanted to follow 
in the footsteps of her famous grandfather, Trinidad Pardo de 
‘Tavera. He was a contemporary of Jose Rizal and, like Rizal, 
was a doctor—and more. Both men were polymaths, who 
had a host of other interests besides medicine. Tavera wrote 
prolifically on everything, from medicinal plants to the dif- 
ferent ethnic groups of the Philippines. 

‘Community doctor 

Mamita chose to work in TB, again a surprising choice 
given her elite background. TB was a disease of the poor, so 
specializing in TB wasn't the way to riches. She worked 
with the Philippine Tuberculosis Society for 30 years, for 
many years as its head. She left in 1975, partly because of 
intrigues in the organization, but also because she had a 
new vision for TB control. The PTS activities were centered 
оп institutional care, in Quezon Institute (yes, the famous 
or infamous QI), but through the years, Mamita became 
convinced that the way to control TB was to mobilize com- 
munities. 

A few weeks back, I wrote about the late Dr. Louie Saturay, 
who had worked with Mamita in PTS and joined her when 
she formed AKAR Both were convinced that community 
health workers, including people with minimal formal edu- 
cation, could organize their barangay mates for BCG vac 
nation, for searching out TB cases, for taking sputum sam- 
ples to examine for the TB bacilli, and for supervising treat- 
ment of those who were infected. It was a radical idea, for 
medicine is terribly elitist, with linle trust of lay people, 
much less the poor and uneducated. 

Yet the key to TB control is the patient's family and com- 
munity, who need to create a supportive environment for pa- 
tients to come out and get diagnosed and treated, without 
the stigma. Community involvement was important, too, be- 
cause of the complicated treatment for TB. Because of mis 
use of earlier medicines, many TB patients were infected 
with strains resistant to the older drugs isoniazid and etham- 
butol. When АКАР was established, a new anti-TB drug, ri 
fampicin, had just been introduced, raising hopes that TB 
could be controlled. But rifampicin was terribly expensive so 
it was important that it would be administered only to those 
with TB, and under strict monitoring. Mamita found a Dutch 
church group willing to donate the medicines and money to 
implement a community-based approach. 

That was to be Mamita's mission for the rest of her life. 
She demanded rigor to prove her point. In the same way that. 
she kept X-rays and records of all her patients, AKAP staff 
had to document every detail of our work, to come with the 
statistics and written accounts to prove how we could con- 
trol TB, all the way down to checking if patients had actually 
taken their rifampicin (their urine would have a particular 
orange tinge). 

Why did we have to check the patients? Because they were 
so impoverished that they were often tempted to sell the ri- 
fampicin, which could bring in P25 each, at a time when the 
minimum daily wage was P6! 

Mini-manuals 

Mamita and АКАР moved beyond TB control, to deal with 
the many other problems of the community, Mamita was 
convinced the poor could solve their own problems, especial- 
lyin health. 

One day, she called me in for a meeting on a new idea. “We 
need simple health education materials," she declared. We 
were going to produce a series of “mini-manuals,” each one 
focusing on one health topic. She was to work, personally, on 
each of the manual, down to conceptualizing the drawings 
and supervising the illustrations by Lino Montebon, a bill- 
board painter(!) from Olongapo. The combination was won- 
derful, the manuals’ texts and illustrations (often showing 
children running around, romping with other children and 
dogs and chickens) so filled with life. 

I marvel now, thinking back, at how a woman with Mami- 
ta's background could have started this kind of work, so late. 
їп Ше, but her venturing into АКАР reminds us no one is ever 
too old to go out and meet new challenges, conquer new 
horizons. 

(Next week: Not so simply, Mamita) 


Micbael L. Tan 
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BRIBERY HAS BECOME A WAY 
of life for the Arroyo presidency. It 
is the administration's recourse to 
buy support whenever a political 
crisis erupts or when its legitimacy 
is putin the dock and its very exis- 
tence is threatened. It is the ad- 
ministration’s mechanism to buy 
the loyalty of people and "per- 
suade” them to do its bidding. 

The brazenness and impunity 
with which the bribes were of- 
fered and given boggle the mind. 
Nobody is being spared from the 
tentacles of the administration's 
“paymasters.” Cash-rich еп 
velopes were reportedly distribut- 
ed to election officers at the La 


Vista residence of the Arroyos dur- 
ing the 2004 presidential election; 
“donations” were given to 
Catholic bishops at the conclusion. 
of their conference sometime in а 
year past; bribes were dangled be- 
fore congressmen just so they 
would endorse a weak and bogus 
impeachment complaint; bribes 
were offered to a Cabinet member 
ata golf course and to a business- 
тап оп of the Speaker by an “ac- 
cused” broker of a broadband 
deal 

Aud now, "cash gifts" for gover- 
mors, mayors and congressmen, 
given right at the center of the 
presidency, in Malacafiang, in ex- 
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change for continued “loyalty” to 
the administration. 

These are just some of the 
“overly generous deals” that have 
come to light in the media. Given 
the inclination and track record of 
this administration, there have 
probably been far more briberies 
than have been exposed. 

In essence, what ме have here 
is not just an illegitimate but also 
an immoral leader who has torn to 
pieces the moral fabric of this na- 
tion. 

—FERDIET. SIBAL, 

18 Green Leaves St, 

Capitol Green Village, 
Tandang Sora, Quezon City 


‘If economy’s growth is impressive, then why am I not rich?” 


MAHAR MANGAHAS EXPLAINED 
it well in “GNP grew, but incomes 
fell" (Inoumer, 10/20/07) The 
Gross National Product (GNP) 
and Family Income and Expendi- 
ture Survey (FIES) are done by 
professional statisticians using 
generally accepted techniques. 
Even though these two are subject 
to error, it is likely that the trends 
they reflect match up to reality 
Mangahas defined "Greek-sound- 
ing" economic terms in a way that 
is simple without being simplistic. 

But I disagree on one point. I 
believe the GNP is a superior indi- 
cator of economic growth com- 
pared to family income. Growth 
is not the same as development. 
‘On one hand, economic growth is 
the capacity to satisfy the needs 
of people. This capacity could be 
best expressed in numbers, either 
real national income (GNP) or re- 
al national income per person 
(per capita GNP). On the other 
hand, economic development is a 
process. This process leads to in- 
movations for a happy, healthy 
and wealthy life. The economy 
may grow but not necessarily de- 
velop. The same way that a per- 
son may grow old but not grow 
wp. 
Family income can also be used 
to show income distribution. It is 
usually done by surveying house- 
holds, But the GNP isa better indi- 
cator of economic growth since it 
is done by looking at the produc- 
tion of firms, 

The second quarter statistics 
showed the GNP grow by 8.3 per- 


cent in real terms from the same 
time last year. Also, the per capita 
GNP of the 88.5 million or so Fil- 
ipinos grew to P4,230. How long 
would it take us to double the рег 
capita income should we continue 
to grow at this amazing rate? I 
crunched the numbers assuming 
all other things will hold constant. 
Ie will take us about eight years or 
until 2015 to double the real na- 
tional income. I hope this would 
be enough to eradicate extreme 
poverty. 

1 wonder If the economy's 
growth is impressive then why am 
T not rich? While some bureau- 
rats have unexplained wealth, 1 
am one of the legions with unex- 
plained poverty. If I were to be 
asked to explain the disparity of 
GNP growth to my lot as a fixed- 
income earner, 1 would point out 
the following: 

ә The GNP shows the econo- 
mys total growth. The growth in 
the variety of sectors in the econo- 
my may differ. I might belong to a 
sector that is not growing as fast 
as the nations production 
records. 

* Like a coin, the economy has 
two sides: private and public. The 
public sector is having difficulties 
in meeting its revenue targets. 
The higher portion of the nation's 
income pie is in the private sec- 
tors hands. This has been the one 
fueling the growth. 

* | must examine my perfor- 
mance relative to other workers in 
the same industry. Is it possible 
that the cause of my economic 
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standing is internal and not exter- 
nal tome? 

ө 1f the problem is internal 
then I should study herd, work 
harder and pray much more. 1 
must live within my means. 
should earn enough to provide for 
the basic needs of my son—the 
only one I know of. 

—JOSELEO LEMUEL 

G. CAPARAS JR., 

11 kuis Sianghio St. 

1103 Kamuning, Quezon City 


Mr. Caparas, thank you for the 
copy of your letter. In your sentence 
"GNP is a superior indicator of eco- 
nomic growth" you are clearly re- 
ferring to growth of production. 
Since “GNP” stands for Gross Na- 
tional Product, it is specifically 
about production. 

What I said in my column is: “In 
order to assess if ‘the economy’ is 
doing well or doing badly, it is quite 
dear that the concept of family in- 
come is superior to the concept of 
GNP The income of the family is its 
‘means of acquiring economic goods 
and services.” 

To me, the true performance of 
‘the economy’ is not its produc- 
tion but the capability of families 
to enjoy economic goods and ser- 
vices. This capability definitely 
fell over 2003-2006, since aver- 
ае family income fell over that 
period, sad to say. My column 
points out that it is wrong to as- 
sume that growth in GNP is al- 
ways accompanied by growth in 
family income. 

—MAHAR MANGAHAS 
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Excellent analysis 
of SC decision 


MICHAEL L. TAN'S BRIEF BUT 
excellent and factual analysis of 
the Philippine Supreme Court's 
Oct. 9, 2007 decision on the Re- 
vised Implementing Rules and 
Regulations (RIRR) of the Milk 
Code made clear that initial me- 
dia reports describing the 
Court's decision as a defeat were. 
wide off the mark. ("Public 
health and law” INQUIRER, 
10/26/07) 

I especially appreciate the 
mention of the Court's going back 
to the 1917 Revised Administra- 
tive Code of the Philippine Is- 
lands and the 1987 Administra- 
tive Code, which neatly clarifies 
the government's health regula- 
tory function. The reminder in 
the Courts decision—that "trade 
must be subjected to some form 
of regulation for the public good. 
Public health must be upheld 
over business interests"—is espe- 
cially important. 

Perhaps without knowing it, the 
Court was echoing an important 
principle underlying all delibera- 
tions of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) from 
1969 onwards. Article XX of the 
‘Text of the General Agreement, 
which concerns general excep- 
tions, states: “Subject to the re- 
‘quirement that such measures are 
not applied in a manner which 
would constitute a means of arbi- 
trary or unjustifiable discrimina- 
tion between countries, nothing in 
this agreement shall be construed 
to prevent the adoption of en- 
forcement by any contracting par- 
ty of measures ... necessary to pro- 
tect human ... health [or] neces- 
sary to secure compliance with 
laws or regulations which are not 
inconsistent with the provisions of 
this Agreement..." 

Sincere thanks for this helpful 
information. 

—JAMES AKRE, 
akrej@yahoo.com 
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Out-of-this-world Church leaders 


ARE THE BISHOPS OF MINDA- 
nao living in the Philippines or in 
some place outside earth? 1 am 
aghast at their recent claim that 
there is no solid ground yet to 
question the moral values and in- 
tegrity of Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royo and her cohorts, and that the 
call to resign is premature. 

I ride jeepneys and taxicabs, 
buy fish balls sold on vending 
carts; drivers and vendors alike 
are one in saying that almost all 
people in government are corrupt. 
“Pare-pareho ‘yan, kupit at kick- 
back ang kalakaran sa gobyerno,” 
they say, alluding to the recent 
scandals in the government (e.g. 
bribery in Malacafiang and ZTE 
deal). 

It seems that the ordinary peo- 
ple are more rooted in their social 
life than the bishops are. I 
wouldn't wonder why, though. 
Bishops live in, at least, comfort- 
able (that is, if not air-condi- 
tioned) rooms, never mind the re- 
ports that some of them even re- 
ceive “donations” from govem- 
ment. A lifestyle removed from 
the people, flavored with dona- 
tions from government patrons, 
can make for real blinders. 

1 have no illusions about our 
bishops. My experience with them 
is more often about their being 
cautious, ambivalent and vague 
on crisis situations or issues. And 
though from time to time there 
are few among them who can light. 
а spark of hope in my heart with 
their public pronouncements on 
issues affecting the flock, 1 find 
most of them unanimated, lifeless 
and wanting of vigor in the service 
of people. 

1 remember looking up to bish- 


ops and priests as representatives 
of God. I think many of the faithful. 
believe similarly. Thus when b 

ops fail to act as such, we get con- 
fused and disheartened and, 
sometimes, we even question our 
faith. 

But let us not lose our faith be- 
cause of our Church leaders. The 
bishops are not God. They are 
people. They can even misrepre- 
sent God. We need not believe 
them all the time. What we need 
to do as the faithful is to continue 
journeying with the ordinary peo- 
ple in their life struggles. Listen to 
them and hear their cry just like 
Jesus Christ did. Be sensitive to 
the inner stirrings within us and 
faithfully listen to what God calls 
us to do. Our God is compassion- 
ate and just. Where compassion is 
needed, He extends it. Where 
there is injustice and evil, He seeks 
retribution, 

Where corruption abounds, re; 
tribution is needed. Joseph Estra- 
da's plunder, JocJoc Bolante'$ 
scam, Linteng Bedol's case, the 
ZTE Broadband deal, the “cask 
gifts” in Malacafiang, all these arê 
manifestations of injustice and 
evil. Therefore, retribution is 
needed. Those who are responsi- 
ble should be held accountable 
and punished. We should work ac- 
tively to bring about justice for the 
sake of our people and the future 
generations, Never mind that 
some bishops are outofthis- 
world—or so blind—to see all 
these shenanigans. 

‘JOHN CORTEZ III 
campaigns and advocacy staff, 
Kaalagad Katipunang Kristiyano, 
230 St. Anthony's Building, 
Aurora Boulevard, Cubao, QC 


UP car plate valid until July 2008 


THISISIN CONNECTION WITH A 
NEWS STORY titled "Cops, again, 
say theyll go after cars with 
sirens.” (INoumen, 10/10/07) The 
report mentioned a list (suppos- 
edly issued by the Traffic Manage- 
ment Group or TMG) of commem- 
orative plates allowed for use. 

In this regard, we would like to 
assure the INQUIRER and its readers 
that Transportation and Commu- 
nication Secretary Leandro Men- 
дога and Assistant Secretary Rey- 
пайдо Berroya of the Land Trans- 
portation Office have approved 
the issuance of the UP Centennial 


Car Plate nationwide for the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines Alumni 
Association in Iloilo. 

The plates are valid for use up 
to July 2008 as approved. We 
were surprised to learn that our 
association was not included in 
the TMC's list. We would like tà 
request that this oversight be cor! 
rected. 

— REYNALDO M GUSTILO, D.M.D, 
president, 
University of the Philippines 
Alumni Association in Пойо, 
UPVisayas, General Luna Street} 
Iloilo City 
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THOUSANDS OF POOR METRO 
Manila families wait in fear and are 
trembling at the prospect of being 
evicted and tom from the world of 
friends and comfortable routine they 
have lived with for years. Their jobs 
and children’s schooling have been 
tossed up in the air. 

We visited some of these areas re- 
‘cently. They are often places of unbe- 
lievable squalor, but there are also 
lovely children, young people going 
to college, people doing a hundred 
different things to make money for 
their families and women talking 
about their situation with realism 
and humor. According to the Presi- 
dential Commission for the Urban 
Poor, up to 393,000 families face 
eviction in the next few years .. 

We stop first at the Laong Laan 
railroad station in Sampaloc where 
we meet with Belen Mojica and oth- 
er leaders of the Samahan ng Apek- 
tadong Pamilya sa Riles (Sapar), a 
peoples organization. Part of the 
station’s roof is gone. Weeds grow 
high among the tracks. It's quiet like 
а rural station, even with children 
‘everywhere. On the ticket window, a 
notice says the train for Alabang 
leaves at 12:43. There is another 
sign just below, reminding us not to 
take the schedule or life itself too se- 
riously: "Relax, God is in control,” it 


says. 

"The people are part of the 50,000 
families, along the railroad from 
Manila to Calamba, that will be 
evicted so the line can be modern- 
ized. The government wants to move 
the Sapar people to Trece Martires, 
but most of them refuse. A woman 
sitting on а four-foot high box says, 
“Why should I move? There are no 
services there.” 

The people prefer Montalban or 
Marilao, which are closer to their 
jobs than Trece Martires. They are 
пог sure the government will allow 
them to go-where they want. Why 
not, a visitor wonders, Montalban 
and Marilao are official relocation 
sites and will cost no more than 
"Trece Martires. The people say they 
are willing to build their homes and 
they only need land and basic ser- 
vices. Usually along the railroad, the 
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government also provides housing. 
А train rumbles by; it is so dirty and 
banged up, it looks like а mummy 
that had been dead and buried for 
years. 

Laong Laan is Jose Rizal's pen 
name. The tiny station is likely to go 
once the people leave. Its not need- 
edona modernized railroad. Maybe, 
Dr. Rizal will look after the people 
and the station, 

We go next to а community of 50 
families along Paco Estero in Baran- 
gay 734, Manila. The people were 
evicted in April by the Metro Manila 
Development Authority and left on 
the streets. After some time they 
were allowed to return to the estero. 
Now they are crushed together as far 
from the estero waterline as possible. 

Cathy Arquero, one of the com- 
munity leaders, says sickness among 
the children is common because of 
the rain and mosquitos. The people 
want to go to Montalban, but it’s not 
at all clear the government vill let 
them. Usually, the MMDA does not 
relocate evicted families despite the 
country's Constitution and laws. 

All in all there are 970 evicted 
families along Paco Estero. 1 ask 
Cathy (then a candidate for baran- 
gay kagawad) what her platform is. 
She will work for the human rights 
ofthe people, she says; she will teach 
children how to handle garbage, so 
they don’t dirty the place and make 
people sick; and shell fight for the 
relocation to Montalban. She has a 
son, Mark, 20, studying Electronics 
and Communications Engineering in 
college. The people plan to invite 
Cardinal Gaudencio Rosales to visit 
them and say Mass in December for 
the Panunuluyan of the Urban Poor. 

Ме walk around the comer to 
Quirino Avenue at the other end of 
the barangay Here the small huts аге 
зо closely jammed together that, 
looking down on them from the 
bridge, they seem to have been 


dropped there all together as some- 
one would drop a pile of rub- 
bish—cans, bottles and junk—into а 
garbage bag. There are lines of wet 
clothes hanging. It is a gloomy day, 
so they don't sparkle; but in the sun 
they might. Carl Sandburg in his po- 
ems about Chicago talks of the clean 
curtains the poor women put up in 
their homes as silent protest against 
the city’s industrial grime and cold 
ways. 

Next we go to Baseco at the mouth 
of the Pasig River. There, in 2002, 52 
hectares of land were proclaimed for 
the urban poor. It is home now to 
10,000 or more families. Since 2002, 
the area, once a lagoon, has been 
filled in. Gawad Kalinga and Habitat 
for Humanity have built about 1,200 
very decent homes for the people, 
the type of home everyone else 
would like to have. However, the 

Reclamation Authority and 
the city have learned that the previ- 
ous landfill done in Baseco would be 
dangerous in case of an earthquake, 
and they are talking about removing 
all the structures, including the 
1.200 newly built houses, and then 
refilling the whole area. 

The Kabalikat people's organiza- 
tion and its president, Jeorgie Teno- 
lete, find it hard to understand how 
1,200 houses, built a short time ago 
with private donations of over P60 
million, can be so readily destroyed. 
‘They want to know more about the 
government's plans, 

We walk to the Gawad Kalinga site. 
in Baseco, where there are gardens 
full of lush flowers and vegetables 
with vines on lattices arching over 
the paths. It is quiet, no tricycles, 
jeepneys, karaokes. A person could 
sitthere, watch the children play and 
be very happy. 

We stop our visits at Baseco. 
There's no time for Parola, Isla Put- 
ing Bato, Happyland, Dumpsite, 
Ulingan and the thousands of other 
urban poor places in our metropolis 
that await the demolition team. 
Can't we do better? 


Denis Murphy works with the Urban 
Poor Associates. His email address is 
upa@pldedsLnet. 
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BRIBERY HAS BECOME A WAY 
of life for the Arroyo presidency. It 
is the administration's recourse to 
buy support whenever a political 
crisis erupts or when its legitimacy: 
is put in the dock and its very exis- 
tence is threatened. It is the ad- 
ministration’s mechanism to buy 
the loyaly of people and "per- 
suade” them to do its bidding. 
The brazenness and impunity 
with which the bribes were of 
fered and given boggle the mind. 
Nobody is being spared from the 
tentacles of the administration's 
"paymasters" Cash-rich en- 
velopes were reportedly distribut- 
ed to election officers at the La 


Vista residence of the Arroyos dur- 
ing the 2004 presidential election; 
“donations” were given to 
Catholic bishops at the conclusion 
of their conference sometime in а 
year past; bribes were dangled be- 
fore congressmen just so they 
"would endorse a weak and bogus 
impeachment complaint; bribes 
were offered to a Cabinet member 
at a golf course and to a business- 
‘man-son of the Speaker by an "ac- 
cused” broker of a broadband 
deal 

Aud now, "cash gifs" for gover- 
mors, mayors and congressmen, 
given right at the center of the 
presidency, in Malacafiang, in ex- 
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change for continued "loyalty" to 
the administration. 

These are just some of the 
"overly generous deals" that have 
come to light in the media. Given 
the inclination and track record of 
this administration, there have 
probably been far more briberies 
than have been exposed. 

In essence, what we have here 
is not just an illegitimate but ао 
an immoral leader who has torn to 
pieces the moral fabric of this na- 
tion. 

—FERDIET. SIBAL, 
18Green Leaves St, 
Capitol Green Village, 
Tandang Sora, Quezon City 


‘If economy's growth is impressive, then why am I not rich?” 


MAHAR MANGAHAS EXPLAINED 
it well in “GNP grew, but incomes 
fell” (noumenm, 10/20/07) The 
Gross National Product (GNP) 
and Family Income and Expendi- 
ture Survey (FIES) are done by 
professional statisticians using 
generally accepted techniques. 
Even though these two are subject 
to error, itis likely that the trends 
they reflect match up to reality. 
‘Mangahas defined “Greek-sound- 
ing” economic terms in a way that 
is simple without being simplistic. 

But I disagree on one point. I 
believe the GNP is a superior indi- 
cator of economic growth com- 
pared to family income. Growth 
is not the same as development. 
On one hand, economic growth is 
the capacity to satisfy the needs 
of people. This capacity could be 
best expressed in numbers, either 
real national income (GNP) or re- 
al national income per person 
(per capita GNP). On the other 
hand, economic development is a 
process. This process leads to in- 
movatons for a happy, healthy 
amd wealthy life. The economy 
may grow but not necessarily de- 
velop. The same way that a per- 
son may grow old but not grow 
up. 

Family income can also be used 
to show income distribution. It is 
usually done by surveying house- 
holds. But the GNP is a better indi- 
cator of economic growth since it 
is done by looking at the produc- 
tion of firms. 

The second quarter statistics 
showed the GNP grow by 8.3 per- 


cent in real terms from the same 
time last year. Also, the per capita 
GNP of the 88.5 million or so Fil- 
ipinos grew to P4,230. How long 
would it take us to double the per 
capita income should we continue 
to grow at this amazing rate? I 
crunched the numbers assuming 
all other things will hold constant. 

It will take us about eight years or 
until 2015 to double the real na- 
tional income. I hope this would 
be enough to eradicate extreme 
poverty. 

Т wonder If the economy's 
growth is impressive then why am 
Y not rich? While some bureau- 
crats have unexplained wealth, I 
am one of the legions with unex- 
plained poverty. If I were to be 
asked to explain the disparity of 
GNP growth to my lot as a fixed- 
income earner, I would point out 
the following: 

ә The GNP shows the econo- 
туз total growth. The growth in 
the variety of sectors in the econo- 
my may differ. 1 might belong to a 
sector that is not growing as fast 
as the nation’s production 
records. 

ө Like a coin, the economy has 
two sides: private and public. The 
public sector is having difficulties 
їп meeting its revenue targets. 
‘The higher portion of the nation’s 
income pie is in the private sec- 
тог hands. This has been the one 
fueling the growth. 

е I must examine my perfor- 
mence relative to other workers in. 
the same industry. Is it possible 
that the cause of my economic 
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standing is internal and not exter- 
nal to me? 
© If the problem is internal 
then I should study hard, work 
harder and pray much more. 1 
must live within my means. T 
should earn enough to provide Юг 
the basic needs of my son—the 
only one i know of. 
—IOSELEO LEMUEL 
G.CAPARASIR., 
11 Luis Sianghio St, 
1103 Kamuning, Quezon City 


Mr. Caparas, thank you for the 
copy of your letter. In your sentence 
"GNP i a superior indicator of eco- 
nomic growth” you are clearly re- 
ferring to growth of production. 
‘Since “GNP” stands for Gross Na- 
tional Product, it is specifically 
about production. 

What I said in my column is: "In 
order to assess if the economy’ is 
doing well or doing badly, itis quite 
dear that the concept of family in- 
come is superior to the concept of 
GNP The income of the family is its 
means of acquiring economic goods 
and services." 

To me, the true performance of 
‘the economy’ is not its produc- 
tion but the capability of families 
to enjoy economic goods and ser- 
vices. capability definitely 
fell over 2003-2006, since aver- 
age family income fell over that 
period, sad to say. My column 
points out that it is wrong to as- 
sume that growth in GNP is al- 
ways accompanied by growth in 
family income. 

—MAHAR MANGAHAS 


Excellent analysis 
of SC decision 


MICHAEL L. TAN'S BRIEF BUT 
excellent and factual analysis of 
the Philippine Supreme Court's 
Oct. 9, 2007 decision on the Re- 
vised Implementing Rules and 
Regulations (RIRR) of the Milk 
Code made clear that initial me- 
dia reports describing the 
Court's decision as a defeat were 
wide off the mark. (“Public 
health and law, INQUIRER, 
10/26/07) 

1 especially appreciate the 
mention of the Court's going back 
to the 1917 Revised Administra- 
tive Code of the Philippine Is- 
lands and the 1987 Administra- 
tive Code, which neatly clarifies 
the government's health regula- 
tory function. The reminder in 
the Court's decision—that “trade 
must be subjected to some form 
of regulation for the public good. 
Public health must be upheld 
over business interests"—is espe- 
cially important. 

Perhaps without knowing it, che 
Court was echoing an important 
principle underlying all delibera- 
tions of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) from 
1969 onwards. Article XX of the 
Text of the General Agreement, 
which concerns general excep- 
tions, states: "Subject to the re- 
quirement that such measures are 
not applied in a manner which 
‘would constitute a means of arbi- 
trary or unjustifiable discrimina- 
Чоп between countries, nothing in 
this agreement shall be construed 
to prevent the adoption of en- 
forcement by any contracting par- 
ty of measures ... necessary to pro- 
tect human ... health [or] neces- 
sary to secure compliance with 
laws or regulations which are not 
inconsistent with the provisions of 
this Agreement. 
cere thanks for this helpful 
information. 
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Out-of-this-world Church leaders 


ARE THE BISHOPS OF MINDA- 
nao living in the Philippines or in 
some place outside earth? 1 am 
aghast at their recent claim that 
there is по solid ground yet to 
question the moral values and in- 
tegrity of Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо and her cohorts, and that the 
call to resign is premature. 

1 ride jeepneys and taxicabs, 
buy fish balls sold оп vending 
carts; drivers and vendors alike 
are one in saying that almost all 
people in government are corrupt. 
“Pare-pareho уап, kupit at kick 
back ang kalakaran sa gobyerno,” 
they say, alluding to the recent 
scandals in the government (e.g. 
bribery in Malacañang and ZTE 
deal) 

It seems that the ordinary peo- 
ple are more rooted in their social 
life than the bishops are. T 
wouldn't wonder why, though. 
Bishops live in, at least, comfort- 
able (that is, if not air-condi- 
tioned) rooms, never mind the re- 
ports that some of them even re- 
ceive "donations" from govern- 
ment. A lifestyle removed from 
the people, flavored with dona- 
tions from’ government patrons, 
can make for real blinders. 

have no illusions about our 
bishops. My experience with them 
is more often about their being 
cautious, ambivalent and vague 
on crisis situations or issues. And 
though from time to time there. 
are few among them who can light. 
a spark of hope in my heart with 
their public pronouncements on 
issues affecting the flock, 1 find 
most of them unanimated, lifeless 
and wanting of vigor in the service 
of people. 

1 remember looking up to bish- 


ops and priests as representatives 
‘of God. think many of the faithful 
believe similarly. Thus when bish- 
ops fail to act as such, we get con- 
fused and disheartened and, 
sometimes, we even question our 
faith. 

But let us not lose our faith be- 
cause of our Church leaders. The. 
bishops are not God. They arè 
people. They can even misrepre- 
Sent God. We need mot believe 
them all the time. What we need 
to do as the faithful is to continue 
journeying with the ordinary peo- 
ple in their life struggles. Listen to 
them and hear their cry just like 
Jesus Christ did. Be sensitive to 
the inner stirrings within us and 
faithfully listen to what God calls 
us to do. Our God is compassion- 
ate and just. Where compassion is 
needed, He extends it. Where 
there is injustice and evil, He seeks 
retribution. 

Where corruption abounds, r 
tribution is needed. Joseph Estra- 
da's plunder, JocJoc Bolante’s 
scam, Lintang Bedol's case, the 
ZTE Broadband deal, the “cash 
gifts” in Malacafiang, all these arê 
manifestations of injustice and 
evil. Therefore, retribution i$ 
needed. Those who are responsie 
ble should be held accountable 
and punished. We should work ac- 
tively to bring about justice for the 
sake of our people and the future 
generations, Never mind that 
Some bishops are out-of this- 
world—or so blind—to see all 
these shenanigans. 

JOHN CORTEZ Ш, 
campaigns and advocacy staff. 
Kaalagad Katipunang Kristiyano; 
230 St. Anthony's Building, 
‘Aurora Boulevard, Cubao, QC 


UP car plate valid until July 2008 


THIS ISIN CONNECTION WITH A 
NEWS STORY titled “Cops, again, 
say theyll go after cars with 
sirens.” (Inquirer, 10/10/07) The 
report mentioned a list (suppos- 
edly issued by the Traffic Manage- 
mentGroup or TMG) of commem- 
orative plates allowed for use. 

In this regard, we would like to 
assure the INQUIRER and its readers 
that Transportation and Commu- 
nication Secretary Leandro Men- 
doza and Assistant Secretary Rey- 
naldo Berroya of the Land Tran: 
portation Office have approved 
the issuance-of the UP. Centennial. 


Car Plate nationwide for the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines Alumni 
Association in Iloilo. 

The plates are valid for use up 
to July 2008 as approved. We 
were surprised to learn that our 
association was not included in 
the TMG's list. We would like to 
request that this oversight be сог; 
rected 

—REYNALDO M GUSTILO, D.M.D, 
president, 

University ofthe Philippines. 
Alumni Association in Iloilo, 

UP Visayas, General Luna Street; 

oilo City 
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THOUSANDS OF POOR METRO 
Manila families wait in fear and are 
trembling at the prospect of being 
evicted and tom from the world of 
friends and comfortable routine they 
have lived with for years. Their jobs 
and children's schooling have been 
tossed up in the air. 

"We visited some of these areas re- 
cently. They are often places of unbe- 
lievable squalor, but there are also 
lovely children, young people going 
to college, people doing a hundred 
different things to make money for 
their families and women talking 
about their situation with realism 
and humor. According to the Presi- 
dential Commission for the Urban 
Poor, up to 393,000 families face 
eviction in the next few years... 

We stop first at the Laong Laan 
railroad station in Sampaloc where 
we meet with Belen Mojica and oth- 
er leaders of the Samahan ng Apek- 
tadong Pamilya sa Riles (Sapar), а 
people's organization. Part of ће 
station's roof is gone. Weeds grow 
high among the tracks. It's quiet like 
a rural station, even with children 
everywhere. On the ticket window, a 
notice says the train for Alabang 
leaves at 12:43. There is another 
sign just below, reminding us not to 
take the schedule or life itself too se- 
riously: "Relax, God is in control,” it 
says. 

The people are part of the 50,000 
families, along the railroad from 
Manila to Calamba, that will be 
evicted so the line can be modem- 
ized. The government wants to move 
the Sapar people to Trece Martires, 
but most of them refuse. A woman 
sitting on a four-foot high box says, 
“Why should I move? There are no 
services there." 

The people prefer Montalban or 
Marilao, which are doser to their 
jobs than Trece Martires. They are 
not sure the government will allow 
them to go-where they want. Why 
not, a visitor wonders. Montalban 
and Marilao are official relocation 
sites and will cost no more than 
Trece Martires. The people say they 
are willing to build their homes and 
they only need land and basic ser- 
vices. Usually along the railroad, the 
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government also provides housing. 
А train rumbles by; itis so dirty and 
banged up, it looks like a mummy 
that had been dead and buried for 
years. 

Laong Laan is Jose Rizal's pen 
name. The tiny station is likely to go 
once the people leave. Its not need- 
edon a modernized railroad. Maybe, 
Dr. Rizal will look after the people 
and the station. 

We go next to a community of 50 
families along Paco Estero in Baran- 
gay 734, Manila. The people were 
evicted in April by the Metro Manila 
Development Authority and left on 
the streets. After some time they 
were allowed to return to the estero. 
Now they are crushed together as far 
from the estero waterline as possible. 

Cathy Arquero, one of the com- 
munity leaders, says sickness among 
the children is common because of 
the rain and mosquitos. The people 
want to go to Montalban, but it's not 
at all clear the government will let 
them. Usually, the MMDA does not 
relocate evicted families despite the 
country's Constitution and laws. 

All in all there are 970 evicted 
families along Paco Estero. | ask 
Cathy (then a candidate for baran- 
gay kagawad) what her platform is. 
She will work for the human rights 
ofthe people, she says; she will teach 
children how to handle garbage, so 
they don't dirty the place and make 
people sick; and she'll fight for the 
relocation to Montalban. She has a 
son, Mark, 20, studying Electronics 
and Communications Engineering in 
college. The people plan to invite 
Cardinal Gaudencio Rosales to visit 
them and say Mass in December for 
the Panunuluyan of the Urban Poor. 

We walk around the comer to 
Quirino Avenue at the other end of 
the barangay. Here the small huts are 
so closely jammed together that, 
looking down on them from the 
bridge, they seem to have been 


dropped there all together as some- 
one would drop a pile of rub- 
bish—cans, bottles and junk—into a 
garbage bag. There are lines of wet 
clothes hanging. It is a gloomy day, 
so they don’t sparkle; but in the sun 
they might. Carl Sandburg in his po- 
ems about Chicago talks of the clean 
curtains the poor women put up in 
their homes as silent protest against 
the city’s industrial grime and cold 
ways. 

Next we go to Baseco at the mouth 
of the Pasig River. There, in 2002, 52 
hectares of land were proclaimed for 
the urban poor. It is home now to 
10,000 or more families. Since 2002, 
ihe area, once a lagoon, has been 
filled in. Gawad Kalinga and Habitat 
for Humanity have built about 1,200 
very decent homes for the people, 
the type of home everyone else 
would like to have. However, the 
Public Reclamation Authority and 
the city have learned that the previ- 
ous landfill done in Baseco would be 
dangerous in case of an earthquake, | 
and they are talking about removing 
all the structures, including the 
1,200 newly built houses, and then 
refilling the whole area. 

The Kabalikat people's organiza- | 
tion and its president, Jeorgie Тепо- | 
lete, find it hard to understand how 
1,200 houses, built a short time ago 
with private donations of over P6O 
million, can be so readily destroyed. | 
‘They want to know more about the 
government's plans. 

We walk to the Gawad Kalinga site 
in Baseco, where there are gardens 
full of lush flowers and vegetables 
with vines on lattices arching over 
the paths. It is quiet, no tricycles, 
jeepneys, karaokes. A person could 
sitthere, watch the children play and 
be very happy. 

We stop our visits at Baseco. 
There's no time for Parola, Isla Put- 
ing Bato, Happyland, Dumpsite, 
Ulingan and the thousands of other 
urban poor places in our metropolis 
that await the demolition team. 
Can't we do better? 


Denis Murphy works with the Urban 
Poor Associates. His e-mail address is 
upa@pldtdsl net. 


1 you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions 
about the treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, 
you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily 
Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo 
Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 


897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 
Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include 
their complete address and telephone or pager number or 
e-mail address for verification purposes. The Inquirer will 
not publish any letter unless such information is supplied. * 


Messages 


PHILIPPINE OBSTETRICAL AND GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY (Foundation), INC. 


ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 


November 4-7, 2007 Philippine International Convention Center & Sofitel Philippine Plaza Hotel 


MALACARAN PALACE 
MANILA 


My warmest greetings to the Philippine Obstetrical and Gyne- 
logical Society (Foundation) Inc. as you hod your 2007 
ди Convention and Stet Anniversary Celebration: 


Your snivers yet to your enduring commitment to 


m 
ovate costeras and gynecology in the county to world stan- 
Sarda laud your efforts o advance he waare of your members 
tile working hard o serve (he medical needs ol our women, 
parteuary the mothers 


Through your convention, with the theme, "Cancers, Controversies and Challenges in 
Currant Ob Gyn Practica, may you further improve your technical know-how and 
‘expertise as you rise above ihe challenges of your profession 


The government works to make qually healthcare more affordable and accessible to 
‘our people. 1 hope that you wi continue о be one with us in this endeavor. Together, we 
an beat the odds and demonstrate a greater capacity to ight poverty and improve the 
vera Health and well-being ofthe Flipino people. 


More power and Mabuhay kayong lahat! 


аб can shore 


& 61: 


ANULUERSARY 
CELEGRATION 


Send pa 
CHRISTIA S. PRDOLINA MD 

Putik Retatons Ofer | 

MA. CORAZON ZAIDA N. GAMILA, MD 
Yes President 

ROGELIO P. MENDIOLA, NO. 

тебел 

BLANCAG. DEGUIA MD 

Secretary 


Sung let Ag 
ENRICO GLC, OBLEPIAS, MD. 
Member 

MA CARMEN H. QUEVEDO, MD 
Heer 

VRGLLIOB. CASTRO, NO 

emer 

REY. DELOSREYES, МО 

Meter 

LOURDES BLANCO-CAPITO, MD 
Member 
SYLVIADELASALAS-CARNERO, UO. 
MARIA LOURDES B. COLONA, MD 
Teaser 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


Warm greetings to the officers and members of the Philippine 
Obstetrical and Gynecological Society (Foundation), Inc. as they 
hold thelr 2007 Annual Convention and 61" Anniversary withthe 
пете, "Concerns, Controversies & Challenges in Current Ob- 
Gyn Practice". 


The Department of He 
of your commitment to undertake more worthy actions that wil 
further Improve the practice of obstetrics and gynecology for 
the benefit af the country's women and children. 


1 enjoin you о further aspire for excellence and innovation and promote activities that 
WI not only improve health care delivory but also lead our nation towards. gre 
Progress and prosperity. 


‘Congratulations and mabuhay kayong адай 


PHILIPPINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


The Philippine Medical Association extends Its sincerest 
congratulations to the Philippine Obstetrical and Gynecological 
Society (Foundation), Inc. in the holding of their Annual Convention 
and 61" Anniversary Celebration. 


Your efforts in resolving "Concerns, Controversies and Challenges 
in Current Ob-Gyn Practice” adequately proves that you ar 
‘continuously working on the uplitment of tne quay of heath care 


However, there are also several concerns, controversies and challenges faced not 
опу by Obstetricians and Gynecologists but by the entire medical profession as wall 
Al present, the medical profession is bombarded with several Issues that need to be 
addressed. Some of these are the exodus of doctors, most of whom have left the 
‘country as nurses; the declining Interest In medicine as a career/profession and the 
deteriorating Image of physicians. Not o mention the many legislative biis being 
passed by both Houses which are detrimental to cur profession and to the other alied 
health professionals, worst some of these bils are sponsored by our fellow physicians. 


rights and wil work on ts integration. Th 
with your solid support and cooperation. 


Mabuhay and 1 love you alll 


JOSE ASA SABILI, MD 
President 


PHILIPPINE OBSTETRICAL AND 
GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY (Foundation), INC. 


Once again, the PHILIPPINE OBSTETRICAL and 
GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY (Foundation) INC. takes pride 
in inviting and welcoming you to the 2007 Annual Convention 
& the Gist Anniversary Celebration on November 4-7, 2007. 


Thi significant and prestigious activity wil be held at the 
Softel Hotel Phiippine Plaza and the Philippine international 
Convention Center, where foreign speakers and local experts 
their expertise in the fields of Obstetrics & Gynecology 


This year's Convention with Its theme: "Concerns, Controversies, and Challenges 
in Current OB-GYN Practice, is э manifestation of cur strong commitment to keep. 
ourselves abreast wth the New Trends in our profession, 


The _meeting wil start with several pre-convention postgraduate programs which 
Include: Reproductive Medicine & Surgery, Maternal and Fetal Medicine, Adult Women 
Medicine and Advanced Раме Surgery. The Selene Program Committee has prepared 
‘excellent papers for the plenary sessions, luncheon symposia, de ‘and 
‘Simultaneous panel discussions In the diferent subspecialies of ciety 


Adding spice to the Celebration ara the annual POGS Olymplos , giving of mejor 
awards to deserving Fellows of the Society, Induction of new Diplomate and Fellows, 
and the Election of new officers for the year 2008. 

Te our sponsors and benefactors, to the Organizing Commitee and to ali those 
who gave their untiring support to ensure the success of the Annual Convention, 
‘our sincerest gratitude. 


Godbless! MABUHAY ang POGS! 
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PHILIPPINE OBSTETRICAL AND 
GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY (Foundation), INC. 


Grostingst 


ot our society, the Annual 

jad of the times. if ме ав 

ге (о be re 

‘we have to put forth our concerns, tacki 
hurdle the challenges, 


As ме usher In the 60th dec 
Convention addresses the 


y 

вй! responsibilty when we look on the profession 
tos, and interact wih our fellow mer 

‘Population. tis for 

‘ath plenary т wth generale 

ars towards eubspeciaies in дета! but not forgetting the 
jso - singing and dancing- where we really put out cur best as wel 


The convention Ів only once a year but is a year or even more in the making. In 
behalf of ne Board of Trustees and the Organizing Comm, we thank God for the 
‘of the profeesion and the opportunity of service to our colleagues and 


Vico President 


Women population 


20-4200 Simultaneous Sessione 1 
DAYO.SATURDAY NOVEMBER 03, 2007 HS "MR 4 MR 8 MR 6- PICO) 
soo lows ghi 
Pos olympics dn tice SPP) 
DAY 1.SUNDAY NOVEMBER 04, 2007 DAY3.TUESDAY NOVEMBER 06, 2007 
тюли-мюм  Reglavralon PT 
[3:825] E 
толи-всоли  Rogwirsonsi Program 
АСИМ Convento Pa rogram 0-11:090M 
Sotia Pusara a recen at Pico) 
оюлм-зюнн ОЗОНУ ‘100-1200 5р8 бовай 
reco Devin Lec Ron, me me rors 
боломго con) feromon Mat РОС) 
200-128 Siuttaneou Indo Sponsored Sympoala 
IRC МКО MRE UAE SS RL LM SR) 
420-400p1 anon Sessions i 
MALES URA URG URG, PICO) 
asn Opaning Cermeiee 420-8200 uly ут ate 
ола est and Avada. [E52 КАЗ 
DAY4.WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 07, 2007 
DAY 2. MONDAY NOVEMBER 05, 2007 жалеп cc 
n" m 
€ caben tat МОС) 
HER tao-reoonn Spocia'Sesmionan 
E peni Екы “Banate нош 
Vend РОО Ten (Reape Hat, PICC) 
exem ‘Panay ecto vem-vis e  Sinutanaove inauaty Sponsored Symposia 
O MRA Ra 
m" 420-300 as Saone 
IZ una MO Re, PIOC) 
‘200-200 ampi iig armen 


no 


 NORTHERI LUZON BUREAU ‘SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


Room 201, Bonuan Apartele 2nd Foor Los Bais Biag- 
10 Happy Gien Loop, Baguio iy Сэ. Peñaranda and Aguinaldo Sts. 


ти. No. (014943855. Legazpi Ct 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Email pr provncal_pews@ingurer 


sihe NIATIC 


meee moe ACTOS, 
Eee, Same 


‘VISAYAS BUREAU 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2007 


care 


MINDANAO BUREAU 
FEP Pring Corp. B. 


liStscanoSL.CebuCly Mava Road, Davao CI 


0 Cobu Day News 
y 
та Nos. (02233-06334 Tel No. (0821244-177010 7 
Fax No. (2) 232-9938 Fax No. (08204641771 
Ema Ing_esbvBinqulreccom ph Ema nq_davan@inqureccom ph 


Text us your feedback: inquirer atn name/agelcity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Assistant Editor Tony Bergonia 


DENR clears mine firm in fishkill 


THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND 

- Natural Resources has cleared the mining firm 
Lafayette Philippines Inc. of any hand in Sunday's 
fishkill in Rapu-Rapu, Albay. 


Environment regional director 
Reynulfo Juan reported to acting 
Environment Secretary Manuel 
Gerochi that the site of the fishkill 
was far from Lafayette's poly- 
‘metallic mine site on the island. 

‘Quoting results of an investiga- 
tion, Juan explained that the dead 
fish washed ashore was confined 
toa 50-meter radius from the pier, 
or 10 kilometers from the mine 
site, 

Contrary to reports of a massive 
fishkill, Juan said only two sacks 
of dead fish weighing 20 kg, were 
collected near the pier. 

"There was no indication of a 
massive fishldll from the shore- 


Army holds 
ayan Muna 

E. Visayas 

spokesperson 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE MILI- 
tary arrested on Sunday the 
spokesperson of the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) 
in Eastern Visayas in a town in 
Samar. 

The soldiers arrested Flor Acbo 
ataround 4 p.m. in Barangay Dos, 
Pinabacdao town, Eastem Samar, 
according to his daughter Geral- 
dine. 

Lt. Col. Jonathan Ponce, com- 
manding officer of the 62nd In- 
fantry Brigade based in Catbalo- 
gan City, admitted that Acbo was 
invmilitary custody but claimed 
that the Bayan leader was just “in- 
vited" for questioning. 


No warrant 

“My father was seized by the 
soldiers without any reason. We 
appeal to them not to do harm to 
our father. He did not commit any 
(legal act) for them to justify his 
arrest," Acbo's 18-year-old daugh- 
ter said in an interview yesterday. 

She said her father was arrest- 
ed in Pinabacdao while helping in 
the campaign of a relative who 
ran during Mondays barangay 
elections. 

Geraldine said several soldiers 
мете roaming the streets of Pin- 
abacdao, more than 60 kilome- 
ters from Tacloban City, on Sun- 
day. 


Went out to vote 

She explained that her family 
‘went to Pinabacdao to vote. “My 
father did not resist when he was 
arrested by the soldiers,” Geral- 
dine added. Acbo and his family 

, livein Tacloban, 

Acbo hails from Pinabacdao, 
where he ran for mayor but lost 
during the 1988 elections. 

Geraldine recalled that her fa- 
ther cheated death on Jan. 27 
when two armed men, ridingon a 
motorcycle, ambushed him in 
Pinabacdao. 

Luckily, she said, the firearms 
of her father's assailants misfired. 


In good hands 

Soldiers led by Lt. Alex Elnar 
brought Acbo to the headquarters 
of the 8th Infantry Division), 
which is based in Catbalogan, ac- 
cording to Ponce. 

But Ponce claimed that his men 
only “invited” Acbo. 

“He is in good hands. And it 
was not an arrest but a mere invi- 
tation for him to answer our ques- 
tions. His family has nothing to 
worry about. 1 am taking full re- 
sponsibility for his welfare,” 
Ponce said in a phone interview. 

He explained that the soldiers 
were in Pinabacdao because they 
received information from a 
Barangay Dos resident about the 
presence of 12 alleged members 
of the New People's Army in the 
village. 

“Unfortunately, we were late in 
arriving in the area since the 
armed men were no longer there. 


lines of Bardngays Carogcog, Sta. 
Barbara, Malobago, Pagcolbon 
and Binowasan,” he said, citing 
reports of the investigating team 
and statements of barangay lead- 
ers. 

‘The DENR, however, could not 
establish the cause of the fishkill. 
Ithas sought the assistance of the 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources in conducting exten- 
sive laboratory analysis. 


Tests 

So far, tests on water samples 
from the five barangays showed 
that these were “generally within 
DENR standards for pH and 


‘There 
was no 
indication 
of massive 
fishkill 
cyanide parameters, according to 
‘The ‘team, composed of techni- 
cal personnel from the Environ- 
mental Management Bureau and 
the Mines and Geosciences Bu- 
reau, however, would continue 

the probe, he added. 


Clemente Bautista, coordinator 
of the Kalikasan-People’s Environ- 


ment Network, scoffed at the ini- 
tial results of the investigation. 

"Thats a weak argument. The 
trash of the project directly flows 
into the sea and nowhere else,” he 
said in a phone interview. "That's 
quite irresponsible of them to 
dear the firm without first deter- 
mining the cause of the fishkilL" 

He maintained that the fishkill 
was massive because it affected 
five barangays. 

Residents reported fishkill in 
the five barangays on Sunday, af- 
ter three days of heavy rain, and 
suspected that these came from 
the vicinity of the mining site. 
Back in operation 

The government suspended 
Lafayette's operations in Jan- 
wary 2006, months after it 
spilled mine tailings in October 
2005, but it cleared its resump- 


tion in February. 

The spills resulted in a series of 
fishkills and toxic metal contami- 
mation. 

Juan said the team found no 
overflow or spill from the events 
pond of the mining project, or the. 
lower tailings storage facility dur- 
ing the heavy rain on Saturday. 

It also found the quality of ma- 
rine water from the fishkill site to 
the project area to be within 
DENR standard for cyanide, and 
that Lafayette had stopped oper- 
ating the project's mill plant since 
Friday he added. 


Mayor Dick Galicia of Rapu- 
Rapu said he would seek the help 
of the Philippine National Police 
and possibly other law enforce- 
ment agencies once the results of 
the water sample analysis dis- 


x. 


FLOWER SEASON 


Flower vendors, like this one, fili up a portion of Quezon Avenue in Legazpi City a day before the commemoration of All Souls’ Day. 
ANO JESUS OREETANQURER m 


3 drown as boat capsizes off north Cebu 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—THREE PER- 
sons, including a 10-month-old 
boy, drowned while two others 
remained missing when a mo- 
torboat capsized off Camotes Is- 
land in northern Cebu on 
Wednesday night. 

POI Ritchie Camillo, police in- 
vestigator of Pilar town in 
Camotes; identified the fatalities 
as Edcel de la Cruz, 10 months; 


Liza Cabillo-Godinez and Eleanor 
Teding. 

Camillo said the missing passen- 
gers were Edgar de la Cruz, father 
of Edcel, and the still unnamed 10- 
year-old son of Godinez. 

The bodies of the young De la 
Cruz, Godinez and Tecling were 
found in the waters off the coastal 
village of Guinkan-an in Pilar yes- 
terday moming, police said. 

The motorboat MB Anton was 
three to five meters from the 
shore of Barangay Kawit in Pilar 


at about 7 pum. when strong 
waves battered the vessel and 
swept it to 50 meters from where 
it capsized, Camillo said. 

The boat had 13 passengers 
and 15 crewmen when it left 
Dañao City in mainland Cebu at 2 
pm. on Wednesday. 

"Two of the passengers disem- 
barked at the port of San Francis- 
со town, also in Camotes, before 
proceeding to Kawit in the nearby 
island of Ponson. 

АЙ crewmen and the six pas- 


sengers were rescued. 

Boat captain Elmer Gocela 
‘swam to the shore and got anoth- 
er pumpboat to rescue the pas- 
sengers and crew, Camillo said. 

He said nobody at the port of 
Kawit noticed when the Anton 
was carried away by strong waves 
because of the heavy downpour. 

Most of the passengers were Pi- 
lar natives who have been living 
in the mainland and returning to 
the island on All Saints’ Day and 
All Souls’ Day. 


proves that the fishkill was not re- 
lated to the mining operations. 

Galicia made the statement af- 
ter word came out that a group of 
local politicians allegedly staged 
the fishkill on suspicion that. 
Lafayette supported some candi- 
dates in the Oct. 29 barangay, 
elections. 

"That was a very sinister act 
that must be severely penalized if 
proven true,” Galicia said. 

Protesters, mostly fishermen, 
trooped to the municipal hall de- 
manding immediate relief assis- 
tance and compensation for the 
latest fishkill. 

Gov. Jose Sarte Salceda also 
called for an investigation. Re- 
ports from Bobby Q. Labalan, 
Ephraim Aguilar and Juan Es- 
candor Jr, Inquirer Southern 
Luzon; and TJ Burgonio in 
Manila 


All Saints’ 
Day brings 
flower fest 
near graves 


ILIGAN CITY—IF SALES OF 
flowers are brisk on All Saints’ 
Day and All Souls’ Day, why not 
hold a two-day flower festival 
near the crowded public ceme- 
tery? 

An  albwomen  cutflower 
growers’ cooperative in Baran- 
gay Tipanoy here is again ex- 
ploiting the opportune times in 
"what should have been unevent- 
ful moments of reverence for the 
dead. 

Showcase 

It is showcasing its products, 
just like what it did in 2005 and 
2006,,,according to Crecencia 
Gonza, co-op chair. -" 

People normally buy flowers 
for their departed loved ones, 
and cooperative members, num- 
bering 30, would find it conve- 
nient to make their cutflowers 
available near the cemetery and” 
earn more, she said. 


Rose varieties 

An American rose sells for 
PISO a dozen at the festival, but 
the public will have a wide range 
of varieties to choose from, Gon- 
za said. 

Gonza said the cooperative 
had asked the city government to 
pave the bumpy road leading to 
its plantations so that the quality 
of harvest could be maintained. 

Curflowers have been the. 
main source of income for many 
Тїрапоу residens, she said. 

Richel Umel, Inquirer Min- 
danao 


Farmers on 1,700-km walk for land reach Leyte 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN  CITY—"LUMAD" 
farmers from Sumilao town in 
Bukidnon reached Leyte on 
Tuesday night in a protest march 
from their province to Manila to 
urge the government to give 
back their ancestral land. 

The 55-member group, 14 of 
them women, showed their re- 
solve to regain ownership of their 
144-hectare ancestral land in | 
Barangay San Vicente, Sumilao, 
by going to Manila on a 1,700- 
kilometer walk that would end 
оп Dec. 10. The farmers walked 
30-40 kilometers a day. 


Powers-that-be 

The Department of Agrarian 
Reform issued in 1997 certifi- 
cates of land ownership award 
(Cloa) for the 144-ha land to 137 
farmers belonging to the Mapa- 
dayonong Panaghiusa sa mga 
Lumad Alang sa Damlag (Mapal- 
ad) Multipurpose Cooperative. 

But then Executive Secretary 
Ruben Torres issued a resolution 
approving the conversion of the 
property from agricultural to 
agro-industrial as requested by 
the landowner, _ Norberto 
Quisumbing Sr Management 


FARMERS from Sumilao, Bukidnon cross the famous San Ju: 
Bridge connecting the island-provinces of Samar and Leyte on Nov. 1 
on their 22nd day of “walk for land, walk for justice” toward Metro 


Manila. 


and Development Corp. 

1а applying for reclassification, 
the corporation claimed plans to 
set up the Development Academy 
of Mindanao, a cultural center, 
Institute for Livelihood Science, а 
museum, library, golf course and 
the Mindanao Sports Develop- 
ment Complex in the property. 


 EMYDOMNGOICONTIIUUTOR 


No projects 

But the proposed projects did 
not materialize. Instead, the cor- 
poration sold the land to San 
Miguel Foods Inc. (ЅМЕТ) in 
2002. 

Despite several setbacks in 
their efforts to get back the land, 
the farmers remained hopeful 


since the land remained idle, ex- 
cept for a piggery farm owned by 
SMFL 

“The land is ours. Our ances- 
tors have tilled the land. And we 
are willing to sacrifice and walk 
this far if this is the only way our 
government, particularly Presi- 
dent Arroyo, will heed us,” said 
Hilda San-haan, 58 and the old- 
estin the group. 

Her father Anastacio was one 
of the lumad in the area who had 
tilled the land. Lumad is the 
name given to indigenous peo- 
ples of Mindanao. 

Pigs 

Napoleon Merida Jr. said that 
putting up the piggery farm that 
‘was supposed to be theirs was so 
telling. 

“Does this mean that we ordi- 
nary farmers are being consid- 
ered mere pigs? That we don't 
have rights to till and own our 
own land?" he said when inter- 
viewed at the social hall of the 
Redemptorist Church in Tacloban 
City, where the group stayed. 

Merida's father Napoleon Sr and 
sisters, Cheril Lorenza and Marilou, 

“I don't like to leave San Vi- 
cente thinking that I would be 
leaving behind my young chil- 


dren. But they knew that what 
their mama is doing is for their 
‘own good and for a good бише," 
said Cheril, who was in tears. 


Church sympathy 

‘Archbishop Jose Palma of the 
Archdiocese of Palo expressed 
sympathy for the farmers’ plight 
ina pastoral letter. 

“We are then one with you in 
our prayers and, as the parishes 
with which you pass by may have 
concretely shown, in offering you - 
food and shelter, especially for 
your overnight repose,” the arch- 
bishop said in his letter to the 
group. 

Lawyer Arlene Bag-ao of the 
Balaud Mindanaw, a nongovern- 
ment organization helping the 
farmers, said the group left San 
Vicente, Sumilao on Oct. 10 and 
had made 20 stops so far, cover- 
ing 16 towns in Mindanao and 
seven towns in Southern Leyte 
and Leyte. 

‘The group left Sumilao with 
just three sacks of milled rice but 
the provision has remained un- 
touched as many have given 
them food and mats, including 
the DAR regional office in 
Tacloban. The group left city at 
dawn of Thursday dawn for 
Samar. 
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PHILIPPINE OBSTETRICAL AND GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY (Foundation), INC. 


| ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 


November 4-7, 2007 Philippine International Convention Center & Sofitel Philippine Plaza Hotel 


st ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 


& 61 


Board of Trustees 


MALACANAN PALACE 
MANILA 


My warmest greetings tothe Philippine Obstetrical and Gyne: 
Mogleal. Sbciety (Foundation), Inc. ав you hold your 2007 
Җи Convention and бта Anniversary Celebration. 


Your anniversary is а testament to your enduring commitment to 
elevate obstatrics and gynecology in the country to world stan- 
ards 1 laud your efforts to advance the welfare of your members 
ме working hard to serve the medical needs of cur women, 
particulary tye mothers 


“Through your convention with the theme, “Cancers, Controversies and Challenges in 
Curent Ob буп Practice," may you further improve your technical know-how and 
xpertse as You пев above the challenges of your profession, 


“The government works to make quailty healthcare more affordable and accessit to 
{ur people. hope that you wil continue to be one wih us in this endeavor. Together, we 
Sin beat the odos and demonstrate a greater capacity to ight poverty and Improve the 
‘overall heath and well-being ofthe Fllpino people. 


More power and Mabuhay kayong lahat! 
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Secretary 
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Menter 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


Warm greetings to the officers and members of the Philippine 
Obstetrical and Gynecological Society (Foundation), Inc. as they 
hold their 2007 Annual Convention and 61" Anniversary with the 
heme, "Concems, Controversies & Challenges in Current Ob- 
Gyn Practice 


“The Department of Health welcomes this event as an indication 
‘of your commitment to undertake more worthy actions that wil 
further improve the pracice of obstetrics and gynecology for 
the benefit of the country's women and chidren. 


| enjoin you to further aspire for excellence and innovation and promote actives that 
Wil not only Improve heath care delivery but also lead our nation towards greater 
progress and prosperly. 


Congratulations and mabuhay kayong lahati 


FRAMCISCO т. e п, ND, MSc 


Secretary of Health 


PHILIPPINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


The Philippine Medical Association extends its sincerest 
congratulations to the Philippine Obstetrical and Gynecological 
Society Foundation), пс in the holding of thelr Annual Convention 
‘and 61" Anniversary Celebration. 


‘Your efforts in resolving "Concerns, Controversies and Challenges 
in Current Ob-Gyn Praclice” adequately proves that you are 
continuously working on the uplfiment of the qualty of health care. 


However, there are also several concerns, controversies and challen 
only by Obstetricians and Gynecologists but by the entire medical professio 
А present, the medical profession is bombarded with several issues that need to be 
addressed, Some of these are tho exodus of doctors, most of whom have left the 
country as nurses; the dectinng interest in medicine as 

deteriorating Image of physicians. Not to mention the many le 
passed by both Houses which are detrimental to cur profession and to the other al 
health professionals, worst some of these bilis are sponsored by our fellow physicians 


Rest assured thal the PMA will continue Its struggle lo fight for every physician’ 
rights and wil work on Ite Integration. The success in our battle wil soon be realized 
‘wih your solid support and cooperation. 


Mabuhay and | love you ай 


JOSE ASA SABILI, MD 
President 


PHILIPPINE OBSTETRICAL AND 
GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY (Foundatlon), INC. 


ihe PHILIPPINE OBSTETRICAL and 
lon), INC. takes pride 
їп inviting end welcoming you to the 2007 Annual Convention 


& the Sist Anniversary Celebration on November 4-7, 2007. 


This significant and prestigious aciviy wil be he 
Softe! Hotel Philippine Plaza and the Phitppine Int 
Convention Center, where foreign speakers and local experts 
‘wil share thelr expertise inthe felds of Obstetrics. & Gynecology. 


theme: "Concerns, Controversies, and Challenges 
а manifestation of our strong commitment to keep 


‘The meeting wil start with several pre-convention postgraduate programs which 
include: Reproductive Medicine & Surgery, Maternal and Fetal Medicine, Adult Women 
Medne and Advanced Рем Surgery. The Scientific Program Commitee has prepared 
excellent papers for the plenary sessions, luncheon symposia, debates 

Simultaneous. panel discussions In the different subspecalles of the Society. 


Adding spice to the Celebration are the annual POGS Olympics . giving of major 
awards to deserving Fellows ofthe Soclety, Induction of new Dipiomsies and Fellows, 
and the Election of new officers for the year 2008, 


Te our sponsors and benefactors, o the Organizing Commitee and to all those 
who gave their untinng support to ensure the success of the Annual Convention, 
our sincerest gratitude. 


Godbless! MABUHAY ang POGSI 
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Convention Highlights 


LETYCHUATORREGOSA ND 
Ways & Means 


ZORADAR.UMPIO, ND 


Sante Program Sowveni Program 


ROGELIO PEREZ MENDIOLA, M.D. 
President 


PHILIPPINE OBSTETRICAL AND 
GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY (Foundation), INC. 


Greetings! 


As we usher In the 60th decade of our society. the Annual 

Convention addresses the need of the times. If мо ав 

obstetricians and gynecologists 

practice we have to put forth our 
what Is good evidence 


Xopulation. It ie for these reasons 
that we came out with plenary ith genaralties in practice, shift 
gears towards subspecialties forgetting the respite trom mental 
®хегове singing and dancing- where we real put out our best as well 


The convention Is only once a year but it is a year or even more In the making. In 
behalf of ine Board of Trustees and Ine Organizing Committee, we thank God for the 
privilege of the profession and the opportunity of service lo our colleagues and 


oa 


МА CORAZON ZAIDA М. GAMILLA, МО 
Vico President 
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Magistrates on buses hear cases of poor litigants 


From pageAl gram was patterned after one came “family events.” Parents where eight to 12 circuit ties lacked mediation centers countless cases,” she says. 
Successfully implemented in attended and even participated courts—which each served and facilities. 
buses purchased by the Guatemala that a team of mag- inthe hearings. “Through their three to five municipali- This is where the JOW comes An eye for an eye 
Supreme Court as part of its istrates had examined for involvement in their children's ties—lacked judges. in, she says. The Supreme Court Those who believe they are 
JOW program—parked in front adoption in the Philippines. cases, the parents have a better А third bus was acquired for looked at places where the wronged seek vengeance at all 
ofthe Taytay Hall of Justice. "Тһе concept was to bring understanding of the crimes deployment to Agusan іп Min- number of cases exceeded the cost—an eye for an eye, a tooth 
After only three hearings, court services to the masses, and realize the ways in which danao, but the executive judge judges’ normal case loads, such fora tooth. 
Cabuang finally agreed on Oct. and allow people—especially they have neglected the young there expressed concern about as Rizal and Bulacan. Vilches points out that suc- 
19 to accept P15,000 from his the poor and the marginal- ones,” Vilches said. the safety of the vehicle. "We . cessful mediation can solve 90 
neighbors as a settlement. He ized—to have real access to The initial hearings in De- then thought of making use of Bringing down backlog to 95 percent of pending cases, 
also decided to forgive them. justice,” she says. cember 2004 immediately led the other mandate of the bus, Judge Wilfredo Timola says leaving only 5 percent for the 
"They are also people who _ With funding from the World tothe release of 60 children ina which is mediation, Vilches he inherited 3,600 cases when judge to decide upon. 
make mistakes. The important Bank and the Asian Develop- little over a week. said. he took over the Taytay MTC in Mediator Basilio Rupisan Jr. 
thing is they said they were sor- ment Bank, the Supreme Court _ The busroamed the metropo- 2003. It is now down to 2,400, says that from Sept. 24 to Oct. 
Ty" says Cabuang, who admits launched the program in 2004, listo hear cases of minors until Mediators take over but still far from the ideal 100- 17, his team had settled 70 out 
to having initially promised to initially acquiring a fully fur- Republic Act No. 9344, or the She says that under the 200 cases. of the 187 cases referred by 
himself that he would not rest nished bus that served as a Juvenile Justice Law, was Supreme Court judicial reforms “Even if we dispose of 60 or Judge Timola. "This figure is 
until his attackers were behind courtroom and mediation cen- passed in early 2006 to address program, cases filed in court 70 cases each month, we would way bigger than the usual court 
bars. ter. the needs of those under 18 which are classified as “mediat- still get a hundred more to off- disposal of 50 cases in a month. 
Supreme Court Assistant Ad- Тһе bus has а room with ta- who have been accused of able” are referred to the Philip- set our accomplishments,” Tim- So far we have settled all the 
ministrator Nimfa Vilches says bles for the judge, a stenogra- crimes. pine Mediation Center—com- ola says. Lowering the courts cases given to us,” Rupisan said. 
the JOW is one of the many ju- pher the lawyers and their posed of trained mediators case load is essential for a judge Не says that mediators in 
dicial reform projects that the clients. This is separate from a Adult offenders from the Philippine Judicial to come up with quality deci- many cases have been able to 
Supreme Court has initiated to mediation room with similar fa- The mobile court then wentto Academy sions, he says. help the parties decide on an 
address a host of major prob- cilities. regular jails—this time, to help Тһе mediators аге given 30. Timola also says that most of amicable solution. "This is a 
lems plaguing the administra Vilches recalls that the initial adult offenders whose cases had 60 days to facilitate resolution of the cases before him can be me- small program but a giant step 
tion of justice. These not only months of the JOW were dedi- been dragging on for years. regular cases and 120 days for diated, such as land disputes in restructuring the way we 
involve the prolonged resolu- cated to resolving criminal cas- Мето Manila judges were а] family cases. Should the parties and violations of the bouncing view life, the way we view con- 
Чоп of cases but also such es involving minors in Metro lowed to have a special date for refuse or fail to come to a settle- checks law. flict, the way we view our court, 
things as the filling of court va. Manila. “We did not bring the these cases and hold the hear. ment, the case goes back to the Vilches says that delays in the way we view justice,” Vlch- 
cancies made worse by inade- bus to the courts, but directly to ings within the jail premises. judge for a full-blown trial. the resolution of cases аге nor- es said. 
quate pay and lack of security the detention centers or jails This, Vilches says, allowed the “This is a very good program mally a result of the failure of “Even if saying that those 
for judges. where the minors were,” she swift disposal of cases. of the Supreme Court which witnesses and lawyers to ap- who have less in life should 
says. “After an initially successful sadly has not been implement- pear in court, motions for post- have more in law sounds corny 
Guatemalan experience — |. star, the Supreme Court ed properly all over the coun- ponements and predictable ap- and trite now, we believe that 
Vilches, vice chair of the ‘Family events" bought another bus,” Vilches try" Vilches says, explaining peals. “Sadly, our culture also this still holds true for manya 
JOW committee, says the pro- The court sessions then be- said. ThiswasbroughttoBohol, that most cities and municipali- plays a big part in the filing of people,” she added. 


Muntinlupa a paradise compared to cramped city jails 


From page Al’ hered to laws in releasing pris- 


oners based on their good con- 
former Rep. Romeo Jalosjos, a duct time allowance or upon 
convicted child rapist and self- posting bail. 

styled Pete Sampras. o A 4 کے‎ N Pointing out the need for 

А tourist resort owner l E pua" kz courts to fast-track cases, Bar- 
Jalosjos is responsible for most à " ” € reno disclosed that the bureau 
of the niceties inside the rather Ш " E was piloting a project at the 
drab prison—the paved walk- Eo S - Marikina City Jail that would al- 
ways, a gymnasium equipped ‘$ ч low trial via live teleconference 
with a P4-million audio system — Wd | between the inmates lawyer 
and the mini-park. and the judge. 

He has ostensibly managed It would be implemented be- 
to make his jail time comfort- fore the year ends, said Barret- 
able, staying in his homey 25- to. 
square-meter cell. There, he has ‘The bureau has also allocated 
held lavish birthday partie the P200-million grant it re- 

He is now enjoying "living- ceived from Malacafiang for the. 
out" privileges and is allowed to construction of new jail facili 
freely roam around the entire ties for Caloocan and Quezon" 
Muntinlupa penal reservation City The latter has a congestion 
after his two-life terms were rate of 1,361 percent with 
commuted by President Maca- 3,208 inmates cramped in the, 
pagal-Arroyo in June. 707-sq.m. facility. 


Baking school i : am 4 C Overhaul justice system 
To complement his QS Coffee $ s “Building new facilities is just 
and Bakeshop, Jalosjos set up а temporary remedy. What really 
baking school which trains in- à ا‎ " needs fine-tuning is our justice 
mates in the culinary art of RELIGIOUS PORTRAITS adorn the cell of ex-Mayor MUI CONVICT Claudio Teehankee. „ason of the late Supreme Court system," he said. 
whipping up sweets and other Antonio Sanchez of Calauan, Laguna, at the NBP's. Chief Justice, is shown in this file photo in his cell at New Bilibid Prisons (NBP). The jail official highlighted а, 
mouth-watering delicacies. maximum security unit. He was convicted in 1995 of rape He is serving a life term for the 1991 killing of Roland Chapman and Maureen few observations on the latest 
Adding to the litle luxuries in- and double murder. Photo was taken in 1999. sxaazs Hultman. towns BJMP figures. He said that a big 
side the prison complex are the bulk or 42 percent of the total 
livelihood center and the five- for poor inmates like RJ, amur- during his stay at the Caloocan added that sometimes he would іп the facility with a cell area of inmates in Metro Manila com- 
foot-deep “pond” built next tothe der convict who had served jail from 1994 to 2003, he sit in the same spot the whole 355 square meters are 1,665 mitted drug-related crimes, 
cell of its owner, murder convict eight years at the cramped and shared with 200 inmates a day worried that if he left for prisoners. while 19 percent had been ac- 
and former Rep. Jose Villarosa. muggy Caloocan City jail small “brigada” (block) that justa second, it would be taken ^ International standards al- counted for petty crimes. 
Practically a newcomer atthe RJ said he did not mind if af- could accommodate only a overby another inmate. low 3 square meters per in- "Тһе 42 percent should be in 
NBR Villarosa was meted out fluent convicts like Jalosjos or maximum of 120 people. He added that some of the mate—or 118 inmates for the rehabilitation centers and 
the death penalty in March Villarosa lodged in their spa- Рие to the cramped prison prisoners, who were situated Caloocan jail, said Supt. Serafin should not be languishing in 
2006 by a Quezon City court for cious “kubol” while he shared a conditions, getting enough farfromthetoiletinthedormi- Barretto Jr, director of the jails. They need treatment and 
murdering the two sons of his dormitory with around 300 in- sleep was a difficult feat among tory, relieved themselves in BJMP-National Capital Region. our ails don’t have sufficient fa- 
political rival, former Rep. Ri- mates and slept on a makeshift the inmates, who were most of empty cans or cups instead of ^ “Ош No. 1 problem is really cility for them,” said Barretto. 
cardo Quintos, over land and cot. the time reduced to a sitting po- risking stepping on fellow in- congestion but the bureau has He also said that those arrest- 
politics in Occidental Mindoro. Such a condition, he said, was sition at nighttime. mates and drawing their ire. been implementing certain ей or convicted of репу 
better than what he had in the "If one sweats, everybody He remembered getting boils policies that help remedy jail felonies, such as grave threats, 
All-purpose swimming pool smelly city jail swarming with sweats because we are one summer because of poor conditions,” Barretto told the malicious mischief and illegal 
According to NBP insiders, clammy human assemblage. squeezed into the jampacked ventilation in his crammed cell. Ingunza. gambling, should either be de- 
who requested anonymity for , 5 dormitory. Sometimes, we fell : 3 Since the BJMP-NCR strictly tained at home or be subject to 
security reasons, the pond was “l like it better here’ asleep sitting or we lay on ош Congestion at Caloocan jail implemented its “no а eee 
originally a swimming pool,  "Ilikeitbetterherebecauseit side to minimize the space we _ Based on the records of the ment order, no admission” pro- The judiciary should consider 
which was later converted into is more spacious,” RJ told the were occupying,” RJ said. Bureau of Jail Management and tocol in July 2006, it has man- on promoting and strengthen- 
a tank for soaking capiz shells INQumER in Filipino. He could o, Penology, which oversees 41 jail aged to unclog at least 13 per- ing house or supervised deten- 
for his handicrafts. also wander around the prison Chicken in crammed coop facilities and secures 23,313 cent of the population in the tion, in which an offender 
With such facilities complex if it got too crowded Salvador, who is also a mur- prisoners across Metro Manila, city jails. would be confined to his resi- 
bankrolled by moneyed con- and hotinside his dormitory he der convict, felt like a chicken the Caloocan jail has the high- — Inordertofurtherdecongest dence under the tight watch ofa 
victs the maximum compound said. caged in packed coop when he est congestion rate with 1,407 detention facilities, the bureau jail personnel or the barangay 
has become sort of a “paradise” Не recalled that at one point was at the Quezon City Jail. He percent as of September. Packed made sure that it firmly ad- leaders, Barretto said. 


Barangay justice eases court work load 


krompago at tered by the Department of Morales notes. referred to concerned agencies ing within the community, nora avert violence between fami- 
Justice and the Department of Since its inception in 1998, or courts. minimum educational require- lies. 

teers known as barangay justice the Interior and Local Govern- the GRF has trained thousands ment is needed. “Alot of people Не, however, recognizes their 

advocates (BJAs) have been ment. It is = by the of BJAs all over the country, Training inthe community are quite will- limitations. They can only assist 


saving countless litigants scarce Supreme Court, which pro- 10,074 of whom are concen- Тһе BJAs are required to ing to do their part in maintain- in the resolution of the civil lia- 
time and money. vides training, and dees it as a trated in Mindanao. undergo training for eight ing the peace,” she says. Mostof bility of a dispute, not its erimi- 

In the long run, implement- major help in easing a backlog Ви Morales estimates that days on the Katarungang Pam- the BJAs are ordinary residents, nal aspects. 
ing such a mediation and con- of court cases. the BJSS coverage is greater barangay law, basic counsel- teachers, policemen and em- “Crimes against the state, 
ciliation system in over 40,000 Currently, there is no BJSS because of the “trickle-down ing and mediation skills, al. ployees. murder and rape will have to 
barangays would help ease program іп Metro Manila. Pri- effect” on nearby barangays. ternative modes of dispute ^ In Mindanao, for example, be handled by the country's. 
court dockets, says lawyer ority is given to far-flung ar- "We initially train a core resolution, and the shari'a where the BJSS is currently police system,”  Golosino 
Rowena Morales, eas. group of trainors, who will law. based, most of the conflicts con- adds. 

Morales is consulting direc- then train volunteer resi- To aid in settling family and cern property, theft, slander, There is no monetary gain, 
tor of the Barangay Justice Cauldron of subcultures dents to undertake actual dis- inter-neighbor conflicts, the elopement and physical in- but volunteers take pride in 
Service System (BJSS) ofthe “Metro Manila is a cauldron pute resolution or assist the program includes a paralegal juries, their task, “It's the community 
Gerry Roxas Foundation, Be- of subcultures, The barangays parties іп looking for options course on the Bill of Rights, that ‘authorizes’ them because 
gun in 1998, the BJSS is fund- in the provinces need this to resolve their dispute,” she family laws, Revised Penal Serving as buffer of the respect they have earned, 
ed by the US Agency for Inter- kind of program more. Com- explains in a phone inter- Code, and laws on obligations ^ Such is the effect of having some barangay officials even 
national Development (US- pared to the rural barangays, view. and contracts. the BJAs to serve as a buffer, prefer being called. I's a kind of 
AID). the barangays in Metro Mani- Program manager Edwin Morales notes that a BJA Golosino says, that their media- prestige for them,” Golosino 

The program is adminis- la are relatively well-off,” Golosino says difficult cases are need notbe of high social stand- tion and arbitration skills help says. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Editor Ester б. Dipasupil 


A 
LL. x ID YOU KNOW. . i 
IN 2005, five areas along Commonwealth Avenue in Que- 
топ City were among the top most accident-prone spots 
in Metro Manila. A total of 11 accidents led to deaths hap- 
pening on the avenue during the period, according to the 
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority Road Safety 
Unit. Quezon City, on the other hand, also recorded the 
most number of accidents with fatalities in 2005, account- 
ing for 109 cases of the total 324 incidents (34 percent). 

Kate Pedroso, Inquirer Research 


All dogs (and cats) can go to heaven in style 


By Jeannette l. Andrade "We never thought of this place 

as a burial ground,” Cabrera told 
the Ingumer. “Initially, we just 
wanted to accommodate pet 
owners who live in condominium 
units or apartment buildings who 
have no lots of their own to bury 
their dead pets.” 


Wall of remembrance 

Apart from a common grave 
site where the animals are 
buried, there is a memorial wall 
оп which is inscribed, "Gone but 
not forgotten.” Underneath the 
words are gray and ecru tiles оп 
which griefstricken pet owners 


‘THANKS TO THE PHILIPPINE 
Animal Welfare Society, dog and 
catowners can honor the memo- 
ry of their departed pets in style. 

In Katipunan Valley, Loyola 
Heights in Quezon City, part of a 
5,000-sq m lot owned by the 
Manila Electric Co. has been 
turned into a burial ground for 
pets. The compound also houses 
the animal rehabilitation center 
of the organization, 

‘Anna Cabrera, PAWS’ program 
director, said she prefers the term 
"pet memorial" to pet cemetery. 


‘THE QUEZON City-based Philippine Animal Welfare Society has set aside a burial lot for dogs and cats 


within their compound. 


leave a message for their dead 
pets. There are also ledges on 
which they can place lighted can- 
dles or pictures of their departed 
furry friends. 

Cabrera said that since the soft 
opening of the PAWS Animal Re- 
habilitation Center in 2001, peo- 
ple have been asking about a 
place where they could give their 
pets a proper burial. 

“We could not refuse them,” 
Cabrera said, adding that they 
knew many do not just “dump” 
the bodies of their beloved pets 
that had given them uncondition- 


She recalled that some people 
even had tombstones made for 
their pets, and PAWS accommo- 
dated them because it would 
have been awkward and cruel to 
tum them away. 

Pet owners are asked to make a 
minimum donation of Р500 to 
the organization to cover the cost 
of digging a grave and the hold- 
ing of a short funeral service. 

For those who want to leave an 
engraved message on the memo- 
rial wall which was inaugurated 
earlier this month, they have to 
pay P2,000 per tile. 

‘According to Cabrera, the pro- 
ceeds from the wall will go to the 
shelter's operations. 

“They (pet owners) know this 
is a fundraising effort and they 
are making a donation to the 
shelter” she explained. 
Unconditional love 

"Its a way for them to remem- 
ber their pets and give back what 
their pets had given them: Un- 
conditional love and loyalty for 
which they never asked for any- 
thing in retum,” Cabrera 
stressed. 

‘Some of the tiles on the memo- 
rial wall were already filled up 
when the Inquirer visited the pet 
memorial 

In one, Oscar thanked Fifi, his 
cat, “whose companionship 
helped me through one of the 
most difficult periods of my life.” 

In another, Oscar and Lana ex- 
pressed their gratitude to their 
pet cat, Socks, for saving their 
son's life. One tile contained the 
‘words: “Taco, our prince, you will 
be missed.” (There was no indi- 
cation what kind of animal Taco 
was) 

There was also a message from 
a family who described their dogs 
Soda, Kitkat, and Biny as the light 
of their lives. 


Joan sonooc ALLDOGS/AIB 


He loved m 


By Candy Palenzuela-Dalizon 
Contributor 


HIS DOG WAS NAMED AFTER 
Lucy Pevensie, a major charac- 
ter from CS. Lewiss well- 
loved "The Chronicles of Nar- 
nia." The youngest of the four 
Pevensie children, and the first 
to find the entrance to Narnia 
in the book "The Lion, The 
Witch and the Wardrobe,” part 
of the Narnia series, Lucy was 
loved by everybody. 

Just like Lucy Pevensie, 
Philippiné Idol finalist Drae 
Ybañez dog, a black Labrador, 
was also well-loved. 

The Ybañez family's fa- 
vorite pet died only a few 
months back, allegedly a poi- 
son victim. The circumstances 
surrounding her death re- 
mains a mystery to Drae. 

Drae bought Lucy, and an- 
other Labrador named Luther 
Blitz, for bis brother. "Since ту 
nieces had just seen the movie 
version of "The Lion ...' at that 
time, they named my dog after 
Lucy Pevensie,” Drae said. 

“Technically, Lucy is my 
brothers dog but she since 
she stayed with me in my par- 
ents’ house for the first half of 
her life, I consider her my 
very own" he added. 


‘Transformation 

Drae still remembers the day 
Lucy died. He noticed that Lucy 
had transformed from an ac- 
tive dog, always jumping and 
running, toa listless canine. 

Worried about Lucy's dete- 
riorating health, Drae decid- 
ей to take Lucy to a veterinar- 
ian’s clinic where the dog was 
confined overnight. Lucy 


КЛА 


DRAE'S memorial tle for his 
beloved black Labrador 


died the next day after vomit- 
ing blood the night before. 

"Lucy even tried to lift her 
head to look at me for the last. 
time. She was dehydrated and 
the vet had a hard time putting 
in the IV" Drae related. 


Memories 

Drae has fond memories of 
Lucy. “She was always excited 
to see me, barking all the time, 
jumping up and down and wig- 
gling her tail vigorously. When 
T come close she would quickly 
lie on her back and move her 
entire body, waiting for me to 
give her stomach rub," he said. 

Before he bought a memori- 
al tile from the Philippine Ani- 
mal Welfare Society, Lucy was 
buried in front of Drae's house. 
The pet lover learned about the 
memorial project from Rich 
lustre, director of “Philippine 
Ido!” and "Shall We Dance,” 
two popular television shows. 

“I havent visited Lucy's 
memorial tile yet but I'm plan- 
ning to do so soon. At the 
same time I can help clean up 
the animal shelter,” Drae said. 


Mob prevents vote count in QC barangay 
Supporters of 7 poll bets ‘outraged’ by alleged irregularities 


By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


THE COUNTING OF VOTES CAST FOR CANDIDATES 
in the recent barangay and Sangguniang Kabataan 
elections was halted in a Quezon City school Wednes- 
day night as some 300 supporters of seven candidates 
for barangay captain, alleging instances of poll fraud, 
barged inside the classrooms and seized several cer- 
tificates of canvass (COCs) and other election para- 
phernalia from members of the board of tellers. 


Fiesta, picnic atmosphere at 


By Dj Yap, Allison W. Lopez, 
Julie M. Aurelio, Tina G. Santos 
and Kenneth dei Rosario 


tors were greeted by sellers and 
their products every step of the 
way. 

On Wednesday, the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines said the people 
should not stray from the main 
point of the celebration, which 
was reverence for the dead. 


Mood 

But it seemed the mood yes- 
terday was one of commerce. 

From the corner of J.P Rizal 
Street and South Avenue to- 
ward the entrance of the 25-ha 
cemetery in Makati City, ven- 
dors filled the sidewalks, greet- 
ing thousands who visited th 
departed loved ones. 

As of mid-day yesterday, as 
many as 70,000 people were in 
the cemetery based on an esti- 
mate by the administrator, Tom 
Torres. 

He said he expected the 
crowd to peak at 100,000 from 
mid-afternoon until well into 
the evening, as many of the visi- 
tors had intentions of staying 
overnight. 


FIESTA OR CARNIVAL TIME? 

At cemeteries in the Metro 
yesterday, it was a mixture of 
both. 

No thanks to vendors selling 
all sorts of merchandise from 
flowers and candles to dyed 
chicks and toy centipedes, a fi- 
esta-like atmosphere prevailed 
at the Manila South Cemetery 
on the day meant to remember 
the dearly departed. 

Enterprising people hawked 
cotton candy and Hello Kitty 
balloons. Others offered roast- 
ed peanuts and pizza, while a 
few peddled ice cream in bicy- 
cle carts. 

At least one firm thought it 
the perfect occasion to adver- 
tise phone subscription plans to 
the unsuspecting multitude. 

Ina scene far removed from 
the Roman Catholic Church's 
idea of maintaining the rever- 
ence of All Saints’ Day yester 
day, throngs of cemetery visi 


Teachers at the Payatas Ele- 
mentary School in Ilang-ilang 
St., Barangay Payatas A, were 
caught off guard when an un- 
ruly crowd snatched from them 
several COC copies, tally 
sheets, and election returns 
and proceeded to burn the ma- 
terials. 

PO3 Jun Fortunato of the 
Quezon City Police District 
Criminal Investigation and De- 
tection Unit, said the crowd 


was led by seven of 13 con- 
tenders for barangay chair in 
the area. 

He identified the alleged 
leaders as Emerita Pecson, Aida 
Sipagan, Romeo de la Cruz, 
Jose Silua, Delfin Barquilla, 
Roger Marquez and Frejocyn 
Valiente. 

Reynaldo Ongnia, the baran- 
gays executive officer, however, 
said there were only around 
100 supporters who entered the 


Elements of the Manila Police 
District (the cemetery, though 
based in Makati, is run by the 
Manila government) ran pa- 
trols, as did a group of Boy 
Scouts, Red Cross volunteers 
and Makati's own rescue work- 
ers. A pair of K9 units also stood 
guard. 

Senior Insp. Renato Sadaran 
of the MPD Station 6 said the 
situation was generally peace- 
ful with no violence reported as 
of early afternoon. 

Stricter security measures 
failed to dampen the festive 
mood at the Manila North 
Cemetery. 


Banned items 

Though stainless steel forks, 
ceramic plates and bottled 
drinks have been banned from 
the cemetery, Manila Police Dis- 
trict director, Chief Supt. Rober- 
to Rosales, said families still cel- 
ebrated the religious holiday 
through prayers, picnics and 
family reunions. 

Rosales said the S4-hectare 
North Cemetery in Sta. Cruz, the 


largest in the country, had around 
400,000 people in the premises 
at any given time during its peak 
days, while a total of 2-3 million 
мете expected to visit. 


school premises. The others, he 
added, were just onlookers. 

Ongnia also stressed that the 
candidates did not enter the 
school, although some of them 
were present when the crowd 
was still gathering outside. 

He added that the crowd was 
reportedly outraged by reports 
that the incumbent chair, Rose 
Dadulo, was about to be pro- 
claimed winner because of 
landslide victories in most 


precincts. The supporters of the 
other candidates accused Dadu- 
lo of poll fraud. Reached for 
comment, Dadulo said the alle- 
gations were “stupid.” 

Fortunato, however, told the 
INQUIRER that the original copies 
of the COCs had already been 
sent to the Commission on Elec- 
tions. Ongnia said they would 
await instructions from the 
Comelec before they proceed 
with the counting of votes. 


cemeteries in Metro Manila 


LESS jostling and a quiet setting for people visiting their loved ones: at the St. Peter's Church Repository 
of the Apostles along Commonwealth Avenue 


JOANBoNDOC 


Among the prominent per- 
sons buried at the North Ceme- 
tery are Presidents Ramon 
Magsaysay, Sergio Озтейа and 
Manuel Roxas; and movie star 


Fernando Poe Jr. 

Philippine National Police Di- 
rector General Avelino Razon 
Jr, who arrived around 10:20 

FIESTNAIS 


Repair w 


AFTER REOPENING THE NEW 
and improved Tullahan Bridge 
to traffic recently, the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and High- 
‘ways (DPWH) is set to rebuild 
another major infrastructure in 
Valenzuela City. 

Angelito Twano, DPWH Na- 
tional Capital Region assistant 
director, said the rehabilitation 
of the Tullahan-Ugong Bridge 
would begin early next week. 

The DPWH official said the 
project would cost an estimated 


P30 million. The bridge is 
smaller than Tullahan Bridge, 
where an average number of 
20,000 vehicles pass every day. 

Twaño said cracks found at 
Tullahan Bridges approaches 
were only “normal.” 

“The cracks found were only 
alligator cracks,” he explained, 
adding that these were discov- 
ered in a small area of the ap- 
proaches where water seeped 
underneath the asphalt. 

The DPWH official said the 
engineers were able to tem- 
porarily correct the defect 
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through the application of cold 
mix asphalt on Wednesday. 

The DPWH will conduct 
square hauling operations on 
Monday night at the approach- 
es to determine where the wa- 
teris coming from. 

Square hauling entails the 
use of a square cutter in getting 
to the upper portion of the as- 
phalt to determine the saturat- 
ей portion of the soil. 

"This is quite easy and will take 
only an hour or so. We would not. 
have to close the bridge to traffic 
while doing it,” Twaño said. 


All dogs (and cats) can go ... „о 


Tata, also known as PAWS 
president Nita Hontiveros- 
Lichauco, paid tribute to her de- 
parted cats by inscribing on one 
tile the words, “All our meow-me- 
ows, Always loved ..." There was 
another tile two ledges below for 
her dogs. ‘All our bow-wows, Al- 
ways loved ..." the message on 
the second tile read. 

There is а tile in honor of Hol- 
lis, a dog who traveled from New 
York to Manila and to Heaven 
from May 2004 to March 2006. 
“Your memories will stay in my 
heart,” was Mama Medy's mes- 
sage for her pet. 

Philippine Idol finalist, Drae 
Ybañez, had the words, “You will 
surely be missed," on the tile he. 
took out for his dog, Lucy Peven- 
si 


Dedications 

There were also dedications on 
other tiles to Sasha who was de- 
scribed as a doctor dog and Muf- 
fin, "Ауаз beloved dog” for 
whom "life was short but sweet.” 

Cabrera said that the generous 
donations from the pet owners 
are vital to the PARC's operations. 
‘They spend a whopping P75,000 
every month looking after 36 
dogs and 31 cats housed at the 
PAWS shelter. 

The cost of owning a memorial 


а ЫИ ; 


MEMORIAL tiles beside cherished photographs of beloved pets at the 


PAWS cemetery. 


tile is minimal compared to the 
price of having a pet cremated 
"which is pegged at P5,000. 

“We do not offer cremation but 
there is a veterinarian in Laguna 
to whom we usually refer pet 
‘owners who want to avail of the 
service,” Cabrera said. 

Dr. Manny Reyes picks up the 
deceased pet, documents the en- 
tire process through photographs 
and brings back the urn bearing 
the animal's ashes to its owner. 

Cabrera said the pet memorial 


ZA UMAVAMPANS 


will be open ‘until today from 1 
pm. to S p.m. for those who wish 
to offer flowers and light candles 
for their departed pals. 

“We are usually closed on Sun- 
days and holidays. We are open- 
ing our doors this time to allow 
the pet owners to freely visit their 
pets,” she said. 

Although no one knows for 
sure whether all dogs (and cats) 
go to heaven, their owners, with 
PAWS’ help, can send them off 
with their love. And in style, too. 
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ork on other Valenzuela bridge starts next week 


Fiesta, picnic atmosphere .. . smar 


a.m. to inspect the area, de- 
scribed the peace and order sit- 
uation as “generally peaceful." 

Late Wednesday evening, for- 
mer President Joseph Estrada 
stood by the grave of the late ac- 
tor Fernando Poe Jr, his bosom 
buddy. 

The funeral wreath he of- 
fered at Poe's tomb at the Mani- 
1а North Cemetery night carried 
the message "To my President 
FPJ, from Erap.” 

“I still believe he (Poe) would 
have been the best president of 
this country,” said Estrada, who 
was recently pardoned by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo after he 
маз convicted of plunder. 

“I feel good, 1 feel great be- 
cause finally I was able to visit 
my good friend,” he added. 


Welcome 

Supporters, screaming “Erap, 
Erap, Erap pa rin" gave their 
idol a frenzied welcome—un- 
der tight security by his body- 
guards and Manila policemen 
at the cemetery when he ar- 
rived at around 8:45 p.m. 

Vehicles were banned inside 
the sprawling graveyard but 
Estrada's convoy was allowed to 
bring the former president to the 
Poe's family plot at the extreme 
eastern part of the cemetery. 

As he stepped out of his vehi- 
cle, he headed for Poe's mau- 
soleum where he was met by 
Poe's relatives, led by the late 
actor's sister, Elizabeth. 

Estrada had been expected at 
the cemetery since 3 p.m. of 
Wednesday. Angel Gonong, 
Estrada's media liaison officer, 
said the former president was 
already on his way when he was 
caught in a traffic jam some- 
where in Quezon City. 

“Не changed his mind and 
decided to go back to San Juan 


and just return at 9 p.m. to 
avoid the traffic,” Gonong said. 

At the 114 ha Manila Memo- 
rial Park (MMP) in Parafiaque 
City, visitors had already 
camped out as as early as 
Wednesday night in order to 
avoid the crowds on AII Saints 
Da 

‘Many of them don't want to 
be bothered by the Nov. 1 
crowd, so others came as early 
as Wednesday" said Denver 
Cruz of the Society of Individu- 
als in Radio and Civic Commu- 
nications. 

The radio group was one of 
many “force multipliers” that 
the police employed to be able 
to keep an eye on the MMP and 
its nearby counterpart, the Loy- 
ola Memorial Park. 

Apart from traffic enforcers 
and emergency response teams 
administering first aid, Boy 
Scouts were also tasked to pa- 
trol the area and assist families 
looking for their relatives’ 
tombs. 

The MMP has over 78,000 
"tenants" and quite a handful of 
notable “occupants” like former 
senator Benigno Aquino Jr, ac- 
tors Pugo, Rico Yan, and Miko 
Sotto, boxer Flash Elorde, and 
the late Sen. Robert Barbers. 

Рагайадие City police chief 
Supt Ronald Estilles said he ex- 
pected 400,000 visitors at the 
most to troop to the MMB the 
largest cemetery in southern 
Metro Manila. 


Short stay 

Meanwhile, in Bagbag ceme- 
tery, Novaliches, Quezon City, 
the setup prevented visitors 
from staying for longer periods 
of time. People left quickly after 
lighting candles and saying 
their prayers because they had 
nowhere to seat, said Police In- 


sp. Jose Mercado. 

People usually stay for only 
30 minutes as the apartment- 
type niches һай no roof and 
Chairs for visitors, he added. 
About 3000 to 4000 persons 
visit the cemetery at any given 
time, he added. 

Roberto Lumabagbas, leader 
of the Red Cross volunteers’ 
team at the cemetery said there 
were no major incidents that 
needed their attention. 

Meanwhile, at the Holy Cross 
Cemetery, also in Novaliches, 
police told the IngumeR that sev- 
eral people tried to sneak in 
liquor by passing it off as as iced 
tea. 

More than two dozen sets of 
playing cards were also confis- 
cated by roving police teams. 
Also confiscated were bottles of 
liquor, knives, hammers, and 
pairs of scissors. 


Visitors 

Boying de los Reyes, acting 
OIC ofthe Holy Cross Cemetery, 
said some 100,000 people had 
visited the site since people had 
been streaming in since Satur- 
day. 

Red Cross volunteers said al- 
зо said there were no major in- 
cidents in need of their immedi- 
ate attention. Hundreds of peo- 
ple also trooped to the Reposi- 
tory of the Apostles, an ossuary 
located under the St. Peter's 
Church on Commonwealth Av- 
enue, also in Quezon City. 

In a landscaped environ- 
ment, some 800 people visited 
the cremated remains of their 
loved ones. 

According to Arturo „Е 
Labrador, head of the mainte- 
nance crew, there was no need 
to deploy policemen in the area 
since the crowd was generally 
smaller and “well behaved.” 


How can we protect them? 


- Jaime Cardinal Sin 
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21 convicted of ’ 04 Madrid bombings 


Spain concludes its version of 9/11, but alleged mastermind is acquitted 


MADRID—A SPANISH COURT WEDNESDAY 
convicted 21 people of involvement in the 2004 


Madrid train bombings, but 


tian accused of helping mastermind the al-Qaida- 
inspired attack that claimed nearly 200 lives. 


dants to a total of 120,075 years in 
prison, far less than the 311,865 
years sought by the prosecution. 

Lawyers for the convicted 
now have five days to announce 
whether or not they intend to 
appeal the verdicts to Spain's 
Supreme Court. 

“Today justice was done and 
we must now look to the future,” 
Spanish Prime Minister Jose 
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero said. 

But the head of an associa- 
tion for families of the victims 
condemned the verdicts. 

“We are going to appeal this 
mistake,” said Pilar Manjon, 
who lost her 20-year-old son їп 
the attacks. “I don't like to see 
killers walking free." 

Other 
pressed disappointment. 

“There are far too few guilty 
verdicts for such a horrible 
crime," said Maria Jose Gut- 


The early morning bombings 
on four packed commuter trains 
on March 11, 2004 were the 
deadliest terror attacks in the 
"West since the Sept. 11, 2001 
strikes against the United States, 

The chief judge of the special 
antiterrorist court, Javier Gomez 
Bermudez, handed out the heavi- 
est sentences to two Moroc- 
cans—Jamal Zougam and Oth- 
man el-Gnaoui—and a Spaniard, 
Jose Emilio Suarez Trashorras. 

They each received around 
40,000 years in prison, al- 
though under Spanish law the 
maximum they can spend be- 
hind bars is 40 years. 

Zougam placed explosives 
aboard one of the four targeted 
trains, while Trashorras and El- 
Gnaoui ‘were condemned re- 
spectively for supplying and 
transporting the explosives. 

One of the alleged organizers 
of the attacks, Rabei Osman 
Sayed Ahmed, also known as 
"Mohammed the Egyptian,” 
was acquitted on all charges. 

He burst into tears and then 
kneeled to pray when the deci- 
sion was announced, Italy's 
ANSA news agency reported 
from Milan, where he is serving 
an eight-year prison sentence for 
belonging to a terrorist group. 

“Acquitted, did you see?" the 
Egyptian said as police officers 
led him back to his jail cell. 

А total of 28 defendants were 
on trial—19 mostly North 
Africans Arabs living in Spain 
and nine Spaniards charged 
with providing the explosives 
used in the bombings. 

Ahmed was one of seven ac- 
quitted. The remaining 18 re- 
ceived sentences of between three. 
and 18 years for crimes ranging 
from the use of explosives to 
membership in a terrorist group. 

"The judge sentenced the defen- 


tiere 
siste 


Gomez Bermudez announced. 
compensation for the victims and 
their families of between 30,000 
and 1.5 million euros ($43,000 
and $2.1 million). 

Tight security was in force for 
the verdict, with dozens of 
armed police wearing bullet- 
proof vests surrounding the 
court in the west of the capital. 
Ап armored car with a machine 
gun was also parked outside the 
building, as a helicopter hov- 
ered overhead. 

During the four-month trial 
which wrapped up on July 2, all 
of the accused proclaimed their 
innocence and denied having any 
link to radical Islam or al-Qaida, 

But several were contradict- 
ed by witnesses who said they 
saw them leaving rucksacks on 
the trains on the day of the 
bombings or by the discovery of 
traces of their DNA at key sites 


acquitted an Egyp- 


relatives also ex- 


a Spaniard who lost her 
the bombings. 


ofthe attacks. 

Most of the accused said they 
knew some of seven suspected 
masterminds of the attacks who 
blew themselves up at a subur- 
ban Madrid apartment three 
weeks after the bombings as po- 
lice closed in. 

Zougam was one of the first 
suspects to be arrested. Police 
were able to trace the SIM card 
of a mobile phone that was at- 
tached to one of the train bombs. 
that did not explode to a shop. 
run by the Moroccan. 

The string of 10 bombs ex- 
ploded on commuter trains оп 
March 11, 2004, leaving bodies 
and limbs scattered on railway 


war in Iraq. 


The 


the bombings. 


from Iraq. 


tracks. A total of 191 people 
from 13 countries were killed 
and 1,841 others injured. 
Evidence quickly began to 
point to Islamic radicals an- 
gered over Madrid's decision to 
send troops to back the US-led 


The attack was claimed later 
that day by the al-Qaida terror 
network of Osama bin Laden. 

opposition 
scored a surprise victory in a 
general election three days after 


Zapatero promptly fulfilled a 
campaign promise to withdraw 
Spain’s roughly 1,300 troops 


PERSEA 


AVICTIMof 
Madrid’s train 
bombings is seen 
following a bomb 
blast at Madrid's 
Atocha station in this 
March 11,2004 
photo. A Spanish 
court on Oct. 31 
found 21 people. 
guilty of involvement 
in the bombings, 
Europe's deadliest 
al-Qaida inspired. 
attack, which killed 
191 people and 

jured 1,800, reuters 


Socialists 


AFP 


Bill passed condemning Franco's dictatorship 


MADRID--SPANISH LAWMAKERS 
passed a bill to make symbolic amends 
to victims of the Spanish Civil War and 
the ensuing dictatorship of Gen. Fran- 
cisco Franco—an unprecedented bid 
to address a dark chapter of Spanish 
history that has been largely taboo. 

Conservative critics of the legisla- 
tion complained angrily that the bill, 
sponsored by Spain's Socialist gov- 
ernment, digs unnecessarily at old 
wounds and does away with a spirit 
of reconciliation that accompanied 
the transition to democracy after the 
dictator died in 1975. 

The vote in Spain's lower house of 


Parliament Wednesday formally de- 
mounces Franco's regime, mandates 
that local governments fund efforts to 
unearth mass graves from the 1936- 
39 Civil War, orders the removal of all 
Franco-era symbols from streets and 
buildings, and declares “illegitimate” 
summary military trials that led to the 
execution or imprisonment of thou- 
sands of the general's enemies. 

It pays tribute to all victims of the 
war, however, including Roman 
Catholic clergy and others executed 
by militia loyal to the elected, leftist 
Republican government that Franco 
rose up against in 1936. 


The legislation, known as the “Law 
of Historical Memory,” must still pass 
the Senate—considered a formality. 

Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez 
Zapatero, whose own grandfather 
маз among the tens of thousands of 
people executed by Franco’s forces, 
had made the legislation a priority of 
his term in office and cobbled togeth- 
er an agreement between his ruling 
Socialists and several smaller pasties. 

The legislation passed despite the 
fierce objections of Zapatero's con- 
servative opponents, who accused 
him of being driven by vengeance to 
rekindle national acrimony doused 


SHE SPENT HER EARLY YEARS 
playing in the backyard of a small 
house in Reno, Nev. learning Ameri- 
can Sign Language from the scien- 
tists who adopted her, and by age 5 
she had mastered enough signs to 
capture the world's attention and set 
off a debate over nonhuman pri- 
mates' ability to learn human lan- 
guage that continues to this day. 

But on Tuesday night, Washoe, a 
‘chimpanzee Бот in West Africa, died 
at age 42 after a short illness, said 
Mary Lee Jensvold, assistant director 
of the Chimpanzee and Human Com- 
munication Institute at Central Wash- 
ington University in Ellensburg, where 
Washoe had lived and learned for 
more than two decades. 

Scientists had tried without success 
to teach nonhuman primates to imi- 
tate vocal sounds when R. Allen Gard- 
ner and Beatrix T. Gardner, cognitive. 
researchers, adopted the 10-month- 
old chimp from military scientists in 
1966. The Gardners, skeptical that 
other primates could adequately 
speak human words, taught Washoe 


Washoe, a chimpanzee 
of many words, dies at 42 


Db asks 
WASHOE, believed to be thefirst non- 
human to acquire human language. л» 


American Sign Language, encourag- 
ing her gestures until she made signs 
that were reliably understandable. 
One claim, that Washoe signed 
“water” and “bird” upon seeing a 
swan “was like getting an SOS from 
outer space,” the Harvard psycholo- 
gist Roger Brown said at the time. 
Many scientists still are not con- 
vinced. But all agree that Washoe, 
named for the county in Nevada 
where she spent her early years, 
prompted all the excitement and de- 
bate, even if she did not answer all the 
questions her abilities raised. — NYT 


TOKYO—JAPAN ON THURSDAY OR- 
dered home ships engaged on a refuel- 
ing mission in the Indian Ocean, halting 
the close US айу main role in the “war 
on terror” due to domestic opposition. 

Japan, which has been officially 
pacifist since the end of World War II, 
has supplied fuel to US and other 
forces operating in Afghanistan under 
legislation first passed after the Sept. 
11, 2001 attacks on the United States. 

But the government failed to extend. 
the mission as the main opposition par- 
ty, which controls one house of parlia- 
ment, has vowed that Japan should not 
take part in "American wats.” 

Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba is- 
sued orders at 3 p.m. (0600 GMT) for 
Japan's two ships in the Indian 
Ocean—the destroyer Kirisame and the 
supply ship Tokiwa—to return to Japan. 

Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda, 
whose predecessor quit in September 
in part due to his failure to prolong the 
deployment, vowed to “do my utmost 
for the swift passage” of new legisla- 
tion to resume the operation. 

“Terrorism is a challenge against free 
and open societies. The war on terror- 
ism affects our national interests," 


Fukuda said in a statement. 


during Spain's transition to democ- 
тасу. The culmination was approval 
of a democratic constitution їп 
1978. 

"The process featured an unspoken 
pact among parties to put the suffer- 
ing of the war years behind them in 
the interest of rebuilding. No war 
crimes trials were held. 

‘Other countries that lived through 
war-time atrocities did hold tri- 
als—junta-era Argentina, or post- 
Nazi Germany, for instance. But for 
the most Spain is now trying to atone 
for the past by simply honoring vic- 
tims, without punishing anyone. AP 


“Itis surely necessary for us to contin- 
ue refueling activities in order to fulfill 
our responsibilities in, solidarity with 
the international community which is 
trying to eradicate terrorism,” he said. 

But public opinion on the mission is 
sharply divided in Japan, whose mili- 
tary has not fired a shot in combat 
since the United States imposed a paci- 
fist constitution after World War I 

Coalition nations had tried for weeks 
with no success to persuade the opposi- 
tion to change its mind. 

‘Australian Foreign Minister Alexan- 
der Downer voiced “concern” about 
Japan's move. p 

“Defeating terrorists is one of the 
highest security challenges the world 
faces. It is a global challenge and com- 
bating terrorism is a collective respon- 
sibility,” Downer said. 

However, criticism has been growing 
of military operations across nations 
taking part in the deadly campaign 
against remnants of Afghanistan's ex- 
tremist Taliban regime. 

‘The German parliament last month 
extended the country’s troop deploy- 
ment despite waning public support. 

But Japan is in a unique political situa- 
tion. The opposition in July won control. 


Chronology 
of major evenis 


March 11, 2004: Ten backpack 
bombs explode on four morning rush- 
hour commuter trains in Madrid, killing 
191 people and injuring more than 1,800. 
‘Hours later, police find a van with detona- 
tors and a cassette tape with verses from 
the Koran ata train station through which 
all ofthe bombed trains had passed. 

* March 12, 2004: Police deactivate 
а bomb hidden in a backpack found on 
one of the trains. The cell phone rigged 
to be used as a detonator in the bomb—a 
system also used in the other bombs—is 
their first big breakin the case. 

March 13, 2004: Police make their 
first arrests, including a Moroccan-bom 
man who sold the prepaid cards used in 
the cell phone-detonators. Al-Qaida in 
Europe claims responsibility for the 
bombings in a video found near a 
Madrid mosque. An Arabic-speaking 
man with his face covered says in the 
video they were revenge for the Spanish 
troop presence in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

* March 14, 2004: Socialists unseat 
ruling conservatives in a previously 
scheduled general election. The con- 
servatives had blamed the attacks on 
the armed Basque separatist group 
ETA, even as evidence of Islamic in- 
volvement emerged. Weeks later, Prime 
Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero 
withdraws Spain's troops from Iraq. 

о March 26, 2004: Police find deto- 
nators, traces of dynamite and finger- 
prints inside a rural cottage where po- 
lice suspect the bombs were made. 

e April 3, 2004: Seven suspects in 
the train bombings blow themselves up 
as police move in to arrest them in an 
apartment outside Madrid. Police de- 
seribe them as ringleaders of the at- 
tacks, One suspect escapes but is even- 
tually caught in Serbia. A special forces 
agent dies in the blast at the apartment. 

April 11, 2006: Twenty-nine people 
are indicted over the attacks: 15 Moroc- 
cans, nine Spaniards, two Syrians, one 


_ Egyptian, one Algerian and one Lebanese. 


* Nov. 6, 2006: Prosecutors seek 
ай terms of more than 38,000 years 
foreach of seven top suspects. 

ө Бер. 15, 2007: Trial starts at a 
heavily guarded courthouse in Madrid. 
Over the course of five months of testi- 
‘mony, more than 300 witnesses and 70. 
experts take the stand. Prosecutors 
eventually drop charges against one 
suspect, reducing the total number of 
defendants to 28, They also change the 
sentences they are seeking for several 
suspects. In the end, they request terms 
of more than 38,000 years each for 
eight men accused of being master- 
minds, material participants or key ac- 
complices. The trial ends July 2. 

e Oct. 31: Twenty-one people are 
convicted. Three of the main suspects 
are found guilty of mass murder and 
given sentences ranging from 34,000 
to 43,000 years. Seven are acquitted, 
including Rabei Osman, an Egyptian 
who prosecutors alleged was the 
brains behind the Madrid plot. 


Japan ends ‘war on terror’ mission 


of one house of parliament on a backlash 
over a raft of scandals under ће govern- 
ment of then prime minister Shinzo Abe. 

Main opposition leader Ichiro Oza- 
wa—ironically a longtime proponent of an 
active military role for Japan—has vowed 
to fight Fukuda on his legislative priorities 
until he calls early general elections. 

US Ambassador Thomas Schieffer at 
one point warned that Ozawa's intran- 
sigence could harm the two countries’ 
alliance, although Washington later 
softened its tone. 

Ozawa's Democratic Party of Japan 
(DPJ) in turn accused the government 
of politicizing the dispute. 

“The battleships are coming home 
and they want to put the blame on the 
DPJ. This is an Afghan trap to make the 
DPJ look evil," said Kenji Yamaoka, the 
party's parliamentary affairs chief. 

‘The Indian Ocean mission at the time 
was groundbreaking for Japan, al- 
though it later went a step further and 
sent troops, since withdrawn, on a non- 
combat reconstruction mission to Iraq. 

Eager to show it remains committed 
to the “war on terror,” Japan said it 
would look at stepping up aid to 
Afghanistan and possibly Pakistan, a 
frontline US ally in the war. AFP 
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IN Arare toe-to-toe exchange, Harry Tañamor 


Scores close 
win over Tajik, 
but Basadre, 
Payla miss bus 


By Dennis U. Eroa, Inquirer Libre 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS—LIGHT 
flyweight Harry Tañamor be- 
came the first Filipino boxer to 
bag a slot in the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics with a close victory 
over Sherali Dostiev of Tajik- 
istan and barged into the quar- 
terfinals of the Aiba World Box- 
ing Championships Wednes- 
day here. 

Both Tanamor, who at 29 is the senior mem- 
ber of the sever-man RP.PLDT-Smart squad, 
and Dostiev played wait and see, with neither 
fighter throwing stinging punches in bursts. 

"The 4-4 deadlock at the end of the bout re- 
flected the complexion of the low-scoring 
match with the battle-scarred Filipino veteran 
emerging triumphant only after the judges de- 
clared him as the more aggressive fighter. 

But Tanamors triumph was overshadowed 
by the losses suffered by flyweight Violito Payla 
and lightweight Genebert Basadre in the 
round of 16. 

Payla fought gamely but failed to impress 
the judges in bowing to hometown bet 
Raushee Warren via a surprisingly lopsided, 
11-25 score. 

Basadre never recovered from a shaky start 
and took a stinging defeat at the hands of Ar- 
menian standout Hrachik Javakyan, 6-17. 

Joyous yells of "Mabuhay ang Pilipinas” re- 
verbrated inside the University of Ilinois- 
Chicago Pavilion after Tañamor was declared 
the winner and the fighter whooped it up with 
coaches Pat Gaspi and Ronald Chavez. 

"Dostiev was looking for the smallest open- 
er to score,” Tañamor, who repeated over the 
same Tajik pug he beat in the 2004 Athens 
Olympics, said in Filipino. 

“Не was very, very cautious and I had to 
beat him in his own game. Fm really happy to 
win this one." 

Tafiamor's Beijing stint would duplicate the 
feat of Romeo Brin, who saw action in three. 
Summer Games. The Army sergeant from 
Zamboanga City is looking for his first Olympic 
medal in Beijing after fruitless campaigns in 
Athens and in the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 

“Hopefully, I can get a medal in Bei- 
jing—that’s my dream,” said Tañamor, who 

TANAMORI A22. 
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QUE: Three birdies coming home 
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Que fires 67, trails Singapore leaders by 1 


THE PHILIPPINES’ ANGELO QUE 
gunned down three birdies coming in for a 
four-under-par 67 and stood a stroke off 
the lead at start of the Barclays Singapore 
Open Thursday at the Sentosa Golf and 
Country Club in Singapore. 

Australia’s Gavin Flint and Kane Webber 
and Jin Park of the United States upstaged 
the big names as each shot a five-under-par 
6 to set the pace in the $4-million event. 

Que's bogey-free round left him in solo 
fourth place as he spearheaded a Philippine 
charge that saw three of his compatriots 


shooting par or better: Que had birdies at 
holes No. 4, 10, 12 and 16. 

Mars Pucay, fresh off a top 10 finish in a 
China stop of the Asian Тош, and Anthony 
Fernando, the reigning Philippine Amateur 
champion and one of the tournament "rab- 
jam at 11th place with 


one-under 70s. 

With them in that group were Vijay 
Singh—who had an eagle two at the 
ninth—and defending champion Adam 
Scott. 

Juvic Pagunsan, who won his maiden 


Asian Tour crown in last week's Pertamina 
Indonesia President Invitational, matched 
par 71 and was crammed in 24th spot. 

Frankie Mifioza, who ruled the ABC 
Championship in Japan also last week, shot. 
a two-over 73, and tied for 53rd spot. 

Phil Mickelson was the best placed of the 
big-name players, but a double-bogey ulti- 
mately cost him a share of the lead, and he 
finished at three under along with South Ko- 
теа KJ Choi and Japan's Tetsuji Hiratsuka. 

Tony Lascufia had a 76, Antonio Mu- 
rakami fired a 77 and Gerald Rosales shot a 


М 

78. Jerome Dlariarte was five-over affer 15 
holes. With areport from AP Asian Tour 

"Tho scores: 65—Gavin int (AUS) Kane Webber (AUS), 
Jin Fark (USA; 67—Angelo Que (PHI. 68—КЫ. Chol 
TOR, Рій Mickelson (USA), Таз} Hdsua (РА; 
A9 Anthony Kang (USA), Gay Simpson (AUS). chara Let 
dia Gba Man О 70- Aatem Feat (P), 

rin Rominger (SU), Kath Ноте (RSA), Dany Chia 
(WAS), Viay Singh (FU) Chapchai Niat (THA, Adam Scot. 
(AUS). Un eng ch (TPE), SSP Chowrasia (ND) Mars Pu- 
ay (PHI, Astley Hal (AUS); 71— omnson Poh (SIN) Dad 
Gleeson (AUS), Unho Park (AUS), Kyoshi Miyazato (JPN), 
Darren Gare (NIR), Quincy Quek (SIN), Lin Weng (ТРЕ), 
Mo doong-yung (KOR), Guido Van Der Valk (NED), Алта 
Yano (JPN); Loa Westwood ENG), Jade Pagunsan (PH) 


Giants tackle 


dangerous 
Dragons crew 


AFTER WATCHING WELCOAT DEMOLISH 
Barangay Ginebra in an out-of-town sor- 
tie, Purefoods knows it will take more 
than just current form to hold off the 
Dragons. 

‘The Giants stake their spotless record when 
they take on a horde of Dragons whose fire- 
breathing ways recently torched a first victim 
in the Smart Philippine Basketball Association 
Philippine Cup at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

‘After starting the season with a pair of loss- 
es, Welcoat bounced back big time, ending 
the game against Ginebra with 16 straight 
points to pull off an 82-64 upset and log its 
first victory in an out-of-town match held in 
Roxas City. 

“We hope the luck we had against Ginebra 
could spill over to this game," said Welcoat 
coach Leo Austria. 

But while the Dragons are pinning their 
hopes on Lady Luck, the Giants hope to 
stretch their three-game winning streak with 
the same kind of intensity they have shown 
thus far. 

‘Coach Ryan Gregorio and the Giants, who 
are coming off a hard-eamed victory over 
Magnolia, vowed to treat the Dragons the 


way they did the 


su rm 
C TIENE s 
Magnola 3 1 | ageMasters. 
RedBull 2 1 "I cautioned my 
Tak’NTot 2 2 | players that Welcoat 
Ste ш 
yen | [шю ыо 
Mer 1 2 | gorio. "We should 
Coca-Cola 1 2 | treat them with re- 
Ginebra 1 3 | spect on the same 
GAMES TODAY level as the strongest. 
(Cuneta Astrodome) teams in the league.” 
4:35 p.m.—Welcoat Sta. Lucia Realty, 
vs Purefoods which also pulled off 
720pm-—Sta.Lucla | an upset in a 97-87 
Realty vs Red Bull | conquest of the Talk 


‘N Text Phone Pals, is 
also gunning for win No. 2 when the Realtors 
go up against Red Bull in the other game. 

Fresh from a 95-84 victory over the Air21 
Express on Wednesday the Bulls are seeking. 
to Че idle Magnolia at second place with 
coach Yeng Guiao again hoping to draw the 
most out of his trade-stripped unit. 

“Wel try to win as many games as we can 
and see what happens,” said Guiao. — June 
Navarro 


HULKING Coca-Cola forward Ali Peek elects to pass under pressure 
from Magnolia's Dondon Hontiverosinarecentmatch. ^ AUc\sTOSACRL 


Harbour-RP squad ‘still lacks killer instinct’ 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


NATIONAL COACH JUNEL BACULI 
believes the  Harbour-Philippine 
"Team still misses one key trait need- 
ed to capture the Southeast Asian 
Games crown. 

“There's still no killer instinct,” said 
Васи}, who has little over a month left 
to prepare the team for the SEAG 
meris basketball action in Thailand. 


Тайатог 

to Beijing 
ЕЕ 

immediately called his wife Jocynie in Las 
Pifias City to break the good news. 

Tafamor guns for a semifinal berth on 
Thursday against Pan American Games gold 
medalist Luis Yanez, who whipped Australian. 
Stephen Sutherland via a referee-stopped-con- 
test-compulsory count limit (RSC-CCL). 

It was clear right from the opening bell that 
both Tafiamor and Dostiev were not in the 
mood to mix it up. They sized each other all 
throughout with Tafiamor throwing occasion- 
al left straights at Dostiey, who seemed con- 
tended in keeping his distance. 

‘The score was 0-0 after the first two minutes 
of action, before Dostiev drew first blood with 
a right straight. As Dostiev moved in to attack 
before the second round ended, Tafiamor 
scored with a left straight to tie the score. 

The crowd erupted in cheers as another left 
straight gave the Filipino a 2-1 lead early in the 
third round. 

Bored with the lack of action despite an ear- 
lier caution, the referee decided to penalize 
both fighters, giving Tafiamor a slim 4-3 lead. 

А Dostiev right straight tied the count at 4-4 
with bare 33 seconds to go.. 

Payla didn’t have a chance against Warren, 
who became the first American boxer in 30 
‘years to secure a berth in two Olympics. 

‘The Filipino trailed Warren, 1-9, at the end 
of second round and was behind, 3-13, 
halfway through the match. 

“Payla gave it his best shot,” said a disap- 
pointed Gaspi. "He made scoring punches that 
‘weren't counted during his comeback” — . 

Basadre fell behind early, 0-9, against she 
Armenian and never recovered. 


“There is a level of play where we want 
to stay. But we have to maintain that 
level if we want to win.” 

Васи said the lack of aggressiveness 
has been evident in the four games it 
played as a guest team in the PBL V.Go 
Extreme Energy Drink Cup. 

“Scoring is not a problem, but we 
must have the heart to defend,” said 
Baculi after the Harbour-RP Team im- 
proved its record to 3-1, but not after 


surviving Toyota Balintawak. 

‘The nationals will play three more 
PBL games before leaving for their fi- 
nal overseas training in Singapore on 
Nov. 10, less than a month after their 
tune-up series in Seoul, Korea. 

“We have to buckle down to work; 
we have to work on our defense," said 
Baculi, who commended ex-pro Alex 
Crisano's leadership and Jason Cas- 
tro's consistency. 


ADAMSON'S Bea Pascual (4) and Karla Bello thwart an attack by 
Letran's Gena Andaya in Tuesday's match, Adamson won, AJGSTDRACUZ 


“We scouted some of our (SEAG) 
opponents, height won't be a problem, 
especially with Crisano around," said 
Baculi. “He took the role of the leader 
because he knows most of his team- 
mates are young." 

‘Completing the 12-man roster are 
Patrick Cabahug, Jonathan Fernandez, 
Beau Belga, Chad Alonzao, Jeff Chan, 
Erick dela Cuesta, Eugene Tan, Boyet 
Bautista and Allan Salangsang. 


E черт 
Asia's sports 

chief to visit 
RP in March” 


MACAU—OLYMPIC COUNCIL OF ASIA 
president Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah 
on Thursday said he will visit Manila in March 
next year to confer with Philippine Olympic 
Committee head Jose “Peping” Cojuangco, 
whom he appointed as advisor on Tuesday. 

Sheikh Ahmad relayed his message to POC 
secretary general Steve Hontiveros, who said 
the news validated ОСА support to Cojuang- 
со after a malicious report linked the POC to 
an alleged misuse of an OCA grant. 

"There are many topics to be discussed, in- 
cluding the Asian Beach Games which the 
Philippines will host in 2014,” Hontiveros 
quoted Sheikh Ahmad as saying. 

“(The sheikh) will also see what other sup- 
portthe POC needs." 

Ahmad named Cojuangco as replacement. 
to Thailand's Maj. Gen. Charouk Ariracha- 
karan, who is now OCA vice president. 

Cojuangco will have direct access to the 
ОСА president on important matters. 


SK expat rules 
Forest Hills golf 


ANTIPOLO—KOREAN EUN JONG-KIM 
bagged the centerpiece Division I title of the ; 
recent Forest Hills Chairman's Cup even as 
club member Gene Sebastian drove away with 
the biggest prize in the tournament held at the 
golf complexs Palmer and Player layouts. 

Eun edged out countryman San Young-lee 
in the tournament presented by Hyundai Mar- 
сов Hi-Way which used the Stableford scoring. 

Carlo Reyes edged out Allan Yap for the Di- 
vision 2 championship, while Joel Agbanlog 
topped Division 3 over Christopher Ong. 

Sebastian, meanwhile, won the Hyundai 
Getz that was raffled off during the awarding 
ceremonies graced by internationally ac- 
claimed performer Eddie Katindig. 

‘The tournament, held in honor of club chair 
Ferdinand Santos, drew a banner field of 250 
players made up of members and their guests. 

“We at the club would like to thank every- 
‘one who made this event a resounding suc- 
cess,” Santos, a lawyer, said. “We expect to 
make this event one of the countrys biggest.” 

Thirdy Escano, business manager of fore- 
most Filipino pro Frankie Mifioza, nipped 
Bong Arguelles for the Guest division title. 


Ateneo, Adamson tossers 
clash for 2nd semis berth 


ATENEO AND ADAM- 


son University dispute | 9008 ф 
the second semifinal | ust $7 
berth in the 2007 | Ateneo 5 1 
Shakeys V-League Adamson 1 
womens volleyball | TU 22 
вв 1 2 
second conference to- | (yum 0 4 
day at The Arena іп | Letan 05 
San Juan. “semifinalist 
Carrying 34 GAMES TODAY 
records along with | (TheArena, San Juan) 
idle University of San- pm.—Ateneo. 
to Tomas Tigresses, vs Adamson. 
the Lady Eagles clash | 5Pm—tyceum 
with the Lady Falcons vs La Salie 


at3 pm. 

Undefeated San Sebastian College clinched 
the first slot after notching its fourth straight 
win at the expense of La Salle last Tuesday 25- 
20, 25-22, 25-16. 

La Salle tries to bounce back from that loss 
against Lyceum in the 5 p.m. match. The Lady 
Arches only have a victory to show in three 


games while the Lady Pirates have yet to win 
after four starts. 

Thai guest player, Lithawat Kesinee, will 
lead the Lady Eagles anew while Patricia 
Taganas, Charo Soriano, Karla Bello and 
Denise Acevedo will provide support. 

Kesinee paces the scoring department with 
76 and is likewise the leading blocker with 35. 

Adamson reinforcement Neriza Bautista 
and mainstays Rissa Laguilles, Angela Benting, 
Jacqueline So and Jill Gustilo will spearhead 
the Lady Falcons’ challenge 

‘A win by defending champion La Salle 
would eliminate Lyceum from the semifinal 
race while boosting their chances for the re- 
maining three seats. 

‘The Lady Pirates, who bested the Lady 
Archers in the battle for third last conference, 
may force a playoff for a semifinal slot if they 
sweep their last three games. 

Lyceum's remaining opponents are Leran 
‘on Nov. 4 and Santo Tomas on Nov. 11. Romi- 
na 5. Austria 


Last Milo 21K qualifier kicks off in Baguio Sunday 


TWENTY-TWO DOWN, ONE TO GO. 

"The elimination stage of the 31st Na- 
tional Milo Marathon comes to an end 
this Sunday in Baguio City. 

More than 300 runners have already 
qualified for the 2007 season's grand fi- 
nale on Мом. 18 in Metro Manila from 
the series of 21K races in the provinces 
and the 42K in Metro Manila on July 22. 

‘The last six finalists—the top three in 
both men and women's events—will be 
known in the race that will start and end 


at Burnham Park. 
Aside from slots to the grand finals 
the top finishers will also receive tro- 
phies and cash prizes. 
According to Nestle AVP and Milo 
sports events executive Pat Goc-ong, а 
total cash prize of P159,000 will be giv- 
еп away to the top 10 winners as well as 
to the top three in the SK fun run and 3K 
race for kids. 
Runners in the 5K race will have one 
hour to finish the race, The 21K run will 


have a cut-off time of two hours and 30 


minutes. 


and the cheer-dance competitior 


ber 2004. 


‘Also scheduled in this Sunday's festiv- 
ities are the inter-school running contest 


‘The last ime the Milo elimination run 
was held in Baguio City was in Septem- 


Local organizer Tonette Del Monte 
has invited Vice Mayor Daniel Fariñas to 
fire off the over 4,000 runners at 6 a.m. 
He will also be on hand to award the 


prizes to the final six qualifiers. Ў 

Assisting the organizers in assuring 
the safety and security of the partici- 
pants are the Baguio PNP headed by 
Baguio police chief Supt. Moises Gue- 
уала, Baguio City Emergency and Res- 
cue Association, and the Spectrum Com- 
munications. 

‘The country’s longest running foot 
race is being held in partnership with 
Bayview Park Hotel-Manila, Adidas and 
the Department of Tourism. 
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Chiang Kai 
Shek bags 


KAREN BERNICE COLUMNA 
banged in 35 points and Chiang 
Kai Shek College avenged its loss. 
to College last year with a. 
63-57 overtime victory over the 
weekend towin the junior basket- 
ball crown of the the 38th WN- 
САА season at the St. Scholasti- 
саз College gym in Manila. 

With Columna scoring from ай 
angles, the Lady Blue Dragons al- 
so completed a remarkable come- 
back after dropping Game 1 to the 
Miriam eagerettes, 71-69. 

CKSG бей the series by the 
slimmest of margins, 49-48, in 
Game 2. 

The 16-year-old Columna, 
along with teammates Tiffany 
Mae Sy, Wendy Go and Katherine 
Merilo, played her last season 
with the Lady Blue Dragons. 

Miriam's midgets team kept its 
title ver San Beda College Ala- 
bang, taking Games One, 41-38, 
and Three, 39-37. 

Host Lyceum, Rizal Technologi- 
cal University and De La Salle Zo- 
bel have won two WNCAA titles 
each in various sports. Emilio 
Aguinaldo College Manila, Miri- 
am, СКС and St. Scholastica 
have secured one each. 

Lyceum defended its Senior A 
basketball and volleyball titles, 
RTU bagged the senior В basket- 
ball and futsal crowns and DLSZ 
retained its junior futsal title while 
unseating San Beda as midget vol- 
leyball champion. 


COMMENTARY 


Quo vadis Pacquiao, 
the compulsive puncher 


By Hermie Rivera 


DENNIS Огсойо, in Ronnie Alcano's opinion, has the greatest chance 
of thwarting a Taiwanese rule in the World Pool Championship. 
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WORLD POOL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Taiwanese aces 
plane in early 


By Musong R. Castillo 


IF PREPARATION IS THE KEY TO WINNING THE 
2007 World Pool Championship, the formidable 
Taiwanese delegation may have gotten a head- 
start, planing into the country last week and 
sharpening their skills in their hotel for the event 
that starts tomorrow at the Araneta Coliseum. 

“They've been here, at least more than a week 
ago,” defending champion Ronnie Alcano of the 
Philippines told the INQumen yesterday in Filipino. 
“They are playing in so many money games in their 
hotels, which has taken a World Pool atmosphere.” 

Alcano leads the formidable Philippine charge in 
the $400,000 event and the 35-year-old, who won 
the title over Germany's Ralf Souquet last year, reit- 
erated that if it is not a Filipino who will win, it will 
bea Taiwanese, like teen star Wu Chia-ching. 

Efren “The Magician” Reyes, Francisco “Django” 
Bustamante ahd 2004 winner Alex Pagulayan are al- 
so there for Philippine cause, though Alcano had 


said that it is Dennis Orcollo who seems to be the 
best local bet thus far. 

“He (Orcollo) has been making so much money 
against the foreigners lately (in the hotels),” Alcano 
said with a laugh, "Dennis is a prime bet to go far in 
the toumament." 

‘There will be a total of 45 countries to be repre- 
sented in the tournament that stakes $100,000 to 
the winner and the United States, led by the temper- 
amental Earl Strickland, and former champion 
Johnny Archer, has the most entries with 15. 

The field of 128 players will be divided into 16 
‘groups of eight players each using the double elimina- 
on format with a race-to-9 affair, winners breaking. 

It will be a unique elimination since two straight 
wins will make the player advance to the round-of- 
64, while two straight losses take them to the show- 
ers regardless of the outcome of their other matches. 

‘The final set of matches in the group will feature 
players with one win and one defeat with winners 
advancing and the losers eliminated. 


Top seeds Alcano, Soquet picked to bag $100,000 


THE FINALISTS IN LAST YEAR'S WORLD 
Pool Championships have been installed as 
the heavy favorites to bag the $100,000 
winner's purse in the 2007 edition which 
blasts off tomorrow at the Araneta Colise- 
umin Cubao, Quezon City. 

Defending champion Ronnie Alcano, the 
lanky 35-year-old from Calamba, Laguna, 
has been seeded first as expected, with 
2006 runner-up Ralf Soquet of Germany 


OK, MARCO ANTONIO BARRERA, STUBBORNLY INFLEXIBLE 
for 12 rounds, gave Manny Pacquiao an unexpected surprise 
‘when he lasted the distance in their rematch before a roaring Las 
‘Vegas crowd at the Mandalay Resort and Casino. 

But the bigger surprise was Manny's inventive switch from com- 
pulsive punching to bonny boxing—an ingenius gameplan that 
frustrated Marco despite his lack of ferocity. 

‘The Pacman’s previous knockout wins have left an impact on his 
fans who've come to expect abbreviated endings in all of his fights. 

‘Asked why he deviated from his usual norm, the GenSan slug- 
ger fired back, rather quizically: “You don't want your ass kicked 


byan old man, do you?” 


Fittingly, Pacquiao's innovative conquest of Barrera closed ће 


book on one of Mexico's legends. 


John Whisler of the San Antonio Express earlier wrote that a 
Pacquiao victory was certain since the Philippines finest ringman j 
is just “too young, too explosive and too dynamic." 


‘HBO's Jim Lampley was more emphatic: The 


ipino boxing 


idol is just "too fast, too strong and too good." 
But Pacquiao's fistic coup has posed problems in his weight 
class. Manny has dominated the junior lightweight division thor- 


getting the No. 2 seeding. 

Fresh off his runner-up finish in the US 
Open won by American Shane Van Boen- 
ing, Alcano opens his bid for back-to-back 
titles against little-known Н. Saeed Ahmed 
Al-Mutawa of the United Arab Emirates. 

‘Souquet battles Filipino qualifier Leonar- 
do Andam, the same man he disposed of in 
the first round last year. 

Chinese Taipei's Wu Chia-ching, the 


2005 champion, and compatriot Yang 
CChing-shun were installed as the third and 
fourth seeds of the tournament that also 
dangles a $40,000 prize for the runner-up. 

The third placer pockets $20,000, the 
fourth placer $10,000 and the fifth to 20th 
finisher $4,500 each. 

Sentimental favorite and 1999 winner 
Efren "Bata" Reyes was seeded sixth, two 
rungs ahead of Alex Pagulayan, the Cana- 


By June Navarro 


childhood ^ reading 


the pool, 


of the 
Philippine 


medals for Batangas. 


CHRISTINE GRACE TAN HAS tional team,” said Tan, whose 
spent the greater part of her magnetic looks and athletic S- 

school foot-S frame fetches compar- 
books and floating tirelesslyin isons to Akiko Thomson or 


But the 14-year-old swim- 
ming prodigy doesn't mind do- multiple 
ing the same routine over and Games gold medalist during 
over again, especially now the 90s, Thomson was once 
that the dividends of hard swimming's poster girl. 

‘work and dedication аге 
beginning to trickle in. 
Тап was the most trys top Asian Games bets in 
promising athlete the 80s before trying her hand 
recent at show business 


Olympic Festival- ed swimming at age seven, has 
Bicol Southern the same winning attitude plus 
Tagalog qualifying the features. 

games after carting 
away а total of 12 gold from Lipa City, Tan was discov- 


She jump-started the gold al team during the Palarong 


da-based Filipino from Cabangan, Isabela, 
‘who beat Taiwanese Chang Pei-wei for the 
2004 crown. 

The other seeded players: Thorsten Hohmann, Ger- 
тагу (itty, Chang Jungm, Chinese Tape (seventh 
Thomas Enger, Germany (108); Konstantin Stepanov, 
Russa (1100; Mika Immonen, Finland (120; Boening 
(13IN Li Haven Cia (140); Joy Archer US (190); 
Niels Гоје, tne Netneriands, (Ө) Dar Peach, England 
(in: Chao Fong-pang, СТ (180); Fabio Petroni, hay 
(190): Rodney Moris, US (ZOM. 

Marlon Bernardino, Contributor. 


“I love doing it because I re- 
ally want to swim for the na- 


Christine Jacobs. 
A three-time Olympian and 
Southeast Asian 


Jacobs, on the other hand, 
flourished as one of the coun- 


The bashful Tan, who start- 


The daughter of a banker 


ered by scouts from the nation- 


oughly that a move to the lightweight rung looks imminent. 


rush by winning the 100m Pambansa held in Koronadal 
Categorized at times as super-featherweight, the 130-pound 


rating was created for fighters who find it too wide to bridge the 
gap between featherweight (126 Ibs.) and lightweight (135 Ibs.). 
Since tightening his grip on this weight innovation, the 28-year- 
old phenomenon is being lured to move up for big money fights 
against WBC lightweight boss David Diaz or unbeaten Juan “Baby 
Bull" Diaz, an aggresive, hard-hitting Mexican who could pull in 


the crowd for a huge payday. 


‘There is also an ongoing scuffle among the other aspirants in 
both weight allocations to earn a bunchful of mint. 
Now, who is likely to have the first crack at Pacquiao's tower of 


fortune? 


‘While Juan Manuel Marquez was almost stopped by Manny 
Pacquiao en route to a debatable draw, he remained unbeaten in 
his last six fights, to include his pilferage of Marco Barrera's crown 


atthe MGM Grand. 
Deserving? 
Not quite. 


‘The knock on Marquez is that he's unexciting. Whether this is 
an accurate reflection of his style or not will be known only if he 


stroke in her cache. 


freestyle, 100m backstroke, City, Southern Cotabato five 
800m freestyle, 400m individ- months ago after anchoring 
ual medley before adding the Batangas to a golden effort in 
200m IM, 200m butterfly, 50m фе 4x100-meter freestyle re- 
freestyle, 200m backstroke, lay. 

200m free and 100m breast- 


On the final day of swim- 
ming competitions, 
capped her scintillating national swimmers. There, she 
performance by snaring regularly trains and studies. 
two more gold medals in 
the 400m freestyle and during Saturdays and return 
100m butterfly for girls’ 
14-and-under category. 
Thefeatwasaproductofa qualified her for the national 
grind that included a daily trip finals of the POF next month at 
to the pool at sunrise, school the Rizal Memorial Sports 
sessions at midday and slip- Complex. 
ping back into her swimsuit 


Тап, a Palaro campaigner 
since she was 11 years old in 
2004, was brought to Trace, 
Тап the breeding ground for future 


“I'm allowed to go home 


immediately the following 
day,” said Tan, whose victories 


She knows it's the perfect 


gets picked as Pacquiao's prime challenger 


Promoter Bob Arum has given Manny authority to negotiate 


whats needed with his next archenemy. 
Cool! 
Magkano? (How much?) 


QC CHESS SLATED 
National Chess Federation of the Philippines executive director Samuel 
Estimo, Grandmaster Eugene Torre and Quezon City majority floor 
leader and 4th district councilor Ariel Inton (from left) sign the. 
memorandum of agreement for the holding of the Quezon City Inter- 
Barangay Chessfest at the Amoranto Sports Complex on Dec. 13-16. 


‘TAN: Future national swimmer. 


lare in the afternoon until opportunity even if it means 
darkness covers the Trace spending the precious mo- 
Aquatics Center in Los Banos, ments of her childhood be- 
serm Laguna, where she is based. 


tween schooling and training. 


RP karters eye Asian karting crowns 


THE PHILIPPINES HOPES TO KEEP ITS 
karting dominance in the Asian region be- 
hind nine of the country’s best young 
drivers who will be seeing action today in 
the fourth leg of the 2007 Asian Karting 
Open Championship that started yester- 
day in Bangkok, Thailand. 

Karter of the Year Jean Stefano Marcelo 
will be leading the country's campaign as 
he guns for a third straight victory in the 
premiere Formula 125 Seniors class of 
this prestigious international event. 

‘The other members of the Philippine con- 
tingent are Vei-Ar Suba and Christian Gaddi 
in the Cadet 60 Novice class, Cebu’s Jette 


Calderon and Jet Racing’s Renz Pazcoguin 
and Franco Reyes in the Mini-ROK division, 
Javi Benitez and Vencer John Suba in the 
ROK Junior and Formula 125 Juniors classes 
and Mike Casimiro in the ROK Seniors. 

Joining them is delegation head Johnny 
Tan who's expecting the Philippines to claim. 
seven of the nine titles at stake. 

“We're proud of their excellent job in Italy 
where they proved Filipinos are equally 
competitive in karting,” said Tan. 

The 14-year-old Marcelo leads the race 
for the overall tide and а win will firm up his 
quest to preserve the Asian Karting crown in 
Philippines hands for the fourth straight 


year after Michele Bumgarner made it back- 
to-back in 2004 and 2006, and Marlon 
Stockinger’s title-clinching feat last year. 

Не currently holds a total of 75 points but 
could face a tough fight from Hong Kong- 
based Italian karter Luca Ferigutti and 
Macau's Johnny Carlos Afonso who are ex- 
ресей to unleash last ditch efforts to catch 
up as they trail in second and third with 51 
and 50 points respectively. 

Vel-Ar Suba is eyeing the Cadet 60 crown 
where he leads with 110 points with Gaddi 
in second overall with 60 points. 

Vencer John Suba is the current leader in 
the race for the ROK Junior crown. 


China warns against unauthorized protests 
BEIJING—CHINA WILL NOT TOLERATE UNAUTHORIZED PARADES, 
demonstrations or protests during next year's Olympics, a spokesman sald 
Thursday. The announcement by Public Security Ministry press officer Wu 
Heping puts ор notice a range of groups from rights activists to environmen- 
talists who hope to harness the Games" visibility to publicize their causes. AP 


Spooked! 


Mavs shut down LeBron, Cavs;, 
Trade talks make Bulls jittery 


CLEVELAND, OHIO—THE ORANGE-CLAD CLEVELAND 
Cavaliers couldn't overcome a frightening first half as 
they were outclassed by the Dallas Mavericks 92-74 in 
their season opener on Wednesday. 


Cleveland got into the Halloween 
spirit by wearing their retro orange uni- 
forms but the Eastern Division champi- 
ons couldn't muster any offense as their. 
star LeBron James was held scoreless in 
a first half for the first time in his career. 

Jason Terry scored 24 points for Dal- 
las which was without Josh Howard af- 
ter he was suspended two games for 
fighting in a preseason game. 

“1 thought we had an excellent first 
quarter, offensively and defensively. We 
tried to attack (LeBron) 


Dirk Nowitzki scored 15 
points and had six assists for Dallas, which 
jumped out to a 25-point lead in the third 
quartet 

Јепу Stackhouse scored 17 points 
and Devin Harris contributed 13 for 
Dallas. 

"The Mavericks suffered one of the most 
shocking upsets in the history of the play- 
offs last season when they lost to eighth 
seed Golden State in the first round 

James had his demons following him 
around all night long. He collected three 
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fouls in the first half and didn’t play in 
the last half of the second quarter. 

T thought it was a strong move,” 
James said about his third foul, a charge 
into Nowitzki. “I got into the lane and I 
jumped straight up and (Nowitzki) got. 
up underneath me and (the official) 
gave mea charge." 

James split two free throws to score 
his first point at 10:09 of the third peri- 
od and moments later hit his first field 
goal. He finished with 10 points on two- 

of-11 shooting. 


James,” Dallas coach Avery GAMES TODAY “Dirk (Nowitzki) and 
Johnson said. "We had a (Вайл) Сала (Diop) protected the 
pretty good training camp,  1030am—Phoenix basket for us pretty well be- 
and it carried over into this эз. Seattle cause even when (James) 
first game.” (eplayat p.m) got down there, I thought 


we were in there,” Johnson 
said. 

‘At Orlando, Florida, Rashard Lewis 
scored 26 points and Hedo Turkoglu 
had 24 to lit the Magic past the Milwau- 
kee Bucks, 102-83. 

Chinese rookie and Milwaukee top 
pick ViJianlian had nine points and three 
rebounds in 25 minutes in his debut. 

At Indianapolis, Jamaal Tinsley 
scored 16 of his 20 points in the fourth 
quarter and overtime, and the indiana 
Pacers won in coach Jim O'Brien's de- 


DESAGNA Diop (left) and Dirk Nowitzki (right) prove that the Mavericks can play defense by shutting down LeBron James 
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Calzaghe, Kessler put records, belts on line 
LONDON—JOE CALZAGHE AND MIKKEL KESSLER PUT THEIR UNBEATEN 


«p 


i 


NS À Li 


and the Cleveland Cavaliers on the way to a Halloween night victory. 


but, 119-110, against the Washington 
Wizards 

At Toronto, Andrea Bargnani scored 
20 points and the ‘Toronto Raptors be- 
gan defense of the Atlantic Division title 
with a 106-97 win over the Philadelphia 
76ers. 

At East Rutherford, New Jersey, An- 
toine Wright scored 14 of his career-high 
21 points in the fourth quarter and over- 
time to lead the New Jersey Nets over 
the distracted Chicago Bulls, 112-103. 


Richard Jefferson added 29 points, 
Vince Carter added 24 points and Jason 
Kidd handed out 13 assists to lead the 
Nets. 

Ben Gordon had 27 points and Luol 
Deng added 22 for the Bulls, who have 
been distracted in recent days by rumors 
ofa possible trade for Kobe Bryant. 

At Memphis, Tennessee, Manu Gi- 
nobili scored 30 points, including the 
go-ahead basket with 32 seconds 
left, as the San Antonio Spurs nipped 


records on the line for their super-middleweight unification bout Sunday at 
Qm Cardiff's Millennium Stadium. Calzaghe is unbeaten in 43 fights while Dane 

B Kessler sports a 39-0 record. Whoever prevails in front of an expected 50,000. 
plus crowd will walk away with all four super-middleweight belts. 


Reuters 


REUTERS 


the Memphis Grizzlies, 104-101. 

At New Orleans, Chris Paul had 22 
points and 12 assists, while Peja Sto- 
Jakovic added 19 points for the Hornets, 
who beat the Sacramento Kings, 104- 
90, in their first game returning to New 
Orleans full-time. 

At Denver, Carmelo Anthony scored 
32 points and bottled up Seattle rookie 
Kevin Durant in his NBA debut as the 
Nuggets routed the SuperSonics, 120- 
103. AFB AP 


Lakers fans’ boos: The sound of cracks in LA-Kobe relationship 


By Paul Oberjuerge 
San Bernardino Sun 


LOS ANGELES—THE LOVE THAT WOULD 
last forever? 

Dead. 

"The favorite son who could do no wrong? 

Scorned. 

Kobe Bryant as eternal pet of Los Angeles 
basketball fans? 

Dropped off at the pound. 

‘The marriage is over. This relationship is 
broken, probably irretrievably: And not even 
Dr. Phil—the coach or the shrink—seems ca- 
pable of fixing it 

Kobe Bryant was vigorously booed Tues- 
day night. Of course, he's heard boos before, 
felt the wrath of an NBA crowd. 

But never on his home court. 

Never in Los Angeles, in front of Lakers 
fans. 


versus the Houston Rockets. 

“I don't think it will be any different,” were 
his exact words. 

‘And the fans’ exact words? 

“Boo!” 

Nobody realized this relationship had 
gone so wrong. That what looked like the ul- 
timate marriage of athlete and city had rot- 
ted out so thoroughly. But it has. 

Funny how no one saw it coming. 

Phil Jackson didn't, either. Asked how 
Bryant would be received just before tipoff, 
the Lakers coach said, “I think it will be the 
seme. Our fans are dedicated.” 

Within the hour, Staples Center was echo- 
ing with boos and catcalls aimed at No. 24 in. 
purple and gold, almost a shocking concept. 

Tt was like the Pope getting jeered in St. 
Peter's Basilica. Tom Jones hooted off the 
stage in Las Vegas. 

Itisn't as if Lakers fans didn't have cause. 


management and teammates. 

Henever really apologized, never really 
retracted his trade demand, and sometime 
between June and Tuesday night, the ticket- 
buying public apparently decided it had 
heard and seen enough of his complaining 
about his career in a city that had done noth- 
ing but worship and enrich him, 

Even as Bryant went on to score 45 points 
in a 95-93 defeat, fueling a rally that almost. 
salvaged the game, the crowd didn't respond 
to him the way it would have a year ago. 

There were a few lonely calls of 
*МУР!"—а sad and distant echo of the roar- 
ing, adoring chants that once rocked Staples 
Center 

"Bryant has wrecked his relationship with 
Laker fans. The only solution isa Bryant 
trade. For whatever the Lakers can get in re- 
tur. 

Only then will Kobe Bean Bryant again 


bask in the adoration of the home 
fans—when he is wearing something other 
than a Lakers uniform. 


Bryant before the game said he expected 
nothing unusual when he was introduced to 
the crowd before the Lakers’ season opener 


Bryant whip-sawed the franchise through a 
turbulent summer with his demands to be 
traded, his criticism of Lakers ownership, 


AFTER publicly turning his back on the Lakers, the honeymoon 
between No. 24 and LA fans is over—and even Phil Jackson doesn’t 


look capable of healing the rift m 


Federer leads march of stars; Djokovic gets the boot % 


of France, 6-7 (3), 7-6 (4), 6-1, and the 10th- Ва 
seeded Gasquet topped Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, 7- 
5,7-6 (3). 

Meanwhile, Djokovic was ousted from the 
Paris Masters, losing to French veteran Fabrice 
Santoro, 6-3, 6-2, in the second round. 

Nadal overcame an early to break to easily 
beat Filippo Volandri, 6-3, 6-1, and reach the 
third round. AP 


Federer has already qualified for the sea- 
son-ending Tennis Masters Cup, along with 
Rafael Nadal, Novak Djokovic, Nikolay Davy- 
denko, Andy Roddick and David Ferrer. 

Only two of eight spots remain open, and 
James Blake of the United States and Richard. 
Gasquet of France also are still in contention. 
‘They will meet in the third round Thursday. 

"The sixth-seeded Blake beat Nicolas Mahut 


PARIS—TOP-SEEDED ROGER FEDERER 
beat Ivo Karlovic of Croatia, 6-3, 4-6, 6-3, 
Wednesday to teach the third round of the 
Paris Masters and earn a chance to avenge 
his loss to David Nalbandian less than two 
weeks ago. 

The 12«ime Grand Slam champion has 
reached the final of every tournament he's en- 
tered since losing to Filippo Volandri in the 


third round of the Rome Masters on May 10. 

“1 come here a big favorite and l'm on a 
great run again, having played only finals 
since many months,” Federer said. 

Nalbandian beat Federer for the Madrid 
Masters title on Oct. 21. Having won four of 
the last five, Federer has an 8-7 edge over the 
Argentine, who advanced after beating 14th- 
seeded Carlos Moya, 6-4, 6-4. 


FEDERER = 


Vaidisova 
injures wrist, 
drops out 


QUEBEC CITY—TOP- 
seeded Nicole Vaidis- 
ova dropped out of. 
the Bell Challenge on 
Wednesday night be- 
cause of a right wrist. 
Injury after splitting 
the first two sets with 
Czech compatriot Re- 
nata Могасома. Vaidis- 
‘ova won the opening 
set, 6-2, then fell, 6-3, 
inthe second before 
stopping play in the 
first-round match. In a 
late second-round 
match, second-seed- 
ed Vera Zvonareva of. 
Russia beat France's 
Severine Bermond 6- 
3,7-6 (6). AP 
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Forex reserves seen at $31B by yearen 


Py Boost to come from 4th 
quarter OFW inflows 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS SEES THE COUNTRY'S 
foreign exchange reserves surging to $31 billion by the end of the 
year given strong inflows expected in the fourth quarter. PESO-DOLLARRATE 
A BSP official also said that the central Тһе two-week review with a Washing- iT. & 
bank would review its projections on the  ton-based IMF mission as a member of the ^ 43.675 = S П 
gross international reserves as well as ће Washington-based multilateral institution 
balance of payments (ВОР) this November is scheduled on Nov. 29 to Dec. 11. 
in time for the annual policy discussions The official estimated that the GIR level, STOCK MARKET 
with a visiting mission from the Interna- which has breached the BSP's full-year tshta 
tional Monetary Fund. forecast of $30 billion as of end-August, پس‎ 
“Well see if we can retain or revise (the could rise further to the $31 billion by Mave eer 
forecasts) in connection with the forthcom- year’s end. s { 
ing IMF meetings," the official said. FoREX/B3 


BSP says credit crunch 
had little impact on RP маа —— 


FINANCIAL MARKETS WERE CLOSED 
3 ‘THE PHILIPPINE ECONOMY HAS HURDLED credit or housing loans given to borrowers Thursday and Friday for public holidays 
PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo chats with ACS president and CEO Well the recent global financial volatility with blemished credit histories and little and trading will resume on Monday. 


Asof5 pm. Oct 31,2007 


Victor Endaya at the inauguration of the Advanced Contact Solutions caused by the US credit crunch that peaked in equity. Š Stocks fell Wednesday, the last of the 
call center in Araneta Center, Cubao. ummuon August, based on the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- “In the Philippines, local markets experi- 2-trading day week, as the long weekend 
"inas assessment. enced some degree of volatility mainly due spurred profit-taking in moderately heavy 


m In a recently released report on the US to rising risk aversion but subsequently 
| E їн THIS ISSUE b subprime crisis, ће BSP said the impact on showed signs of gradual easing beginning 
ч the domestic real sector of the higher in- іп September,” the BSP report said. 
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2 6 Small and indirect" just as it had expected. decline in share prices asthe benchmark in- "8S over a possible legal suit against. Ay- 

benchmark in healthcare industry The credit squeeze in the US that dex fell to a low 2,884.3 on Aug. 17 froma ala Land Ine in connection wih ast 
А spooked global markets was caused by high high of 3,791.4 on July 5 this year. month's deadly shopping mall explosion. 
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volume. Monday was a holiday for nation- 
wide village elections. 


` Celebrating ŞO Years of Nationhood 
бэ fer. 
Have a splashing good time at 
Malaysia's many extraordinary 
z 43 Я : Г ve, N d water theme parks — where 
ae IUE SUL E 2 f S 1 Pure : H E water brings $e - and 

МУ; Н 3 E ^ 1 weary back to life. There's fun 
to be had on every slide, ride 
and pool and each waterpark 
has its own signature feature. 
Think you can surf with the 
best? Then take on the wave 
pool at the Sunway Lagoon 
Waterpark. If you're more 
of the adventurous type, then 
the Adventure River at the 
Tambun Lost World is for you. 
And no matter what you 


do, just don't stay dry 


TOURISM II, 
MALAYSIA 


Home to 


iih ee The Weld Comer Dadi Malaysi 


mon af wwwtourismmalaysia оку 


———— 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 


INVESTMENT FIRM TO GET $25M 


~ ATR Kim Eng wins vs LBC in US bankruptcy court 


AFTER TODAY'S COMMEMORA- 
tion of All Souls’ Day, the run-up be- 
gins for the celebration of the happi- 
est time of the year in our country. 

‘At the start of the “ber” months, 

+ зоте radio and TV stations made a 
countdown for Christmas. 

They even played excerpts of 
popular Christmas саго. 

‘The shopping malls were not left 
behind in trying to create a momen- 
tum for the Christmas spirit, other- 
wise known as shopping fever, 

i. ahead of the giving of the Christmas 
bonus to the employees. 

The merchandisers are aggres- 
-sively pushing their sales in the re- 
maining months of the year which 
usually account for almost a quarter 
of their annual revenue. 

At the same time, the companies 
have to make available the funds 
needed to meet their 13th month 
pay (plus Christmas bonus if that 
has been their practice) obligation 
to their employees, and to buy gifts 
for their valued patrons and cus- 
tomers. 

It’s not easy deciding on who to 
include in the corporate gift list and 
what to give. 

Usually, a committee is formed to 
discuss and resolve these questions. 

Failure to include somebody's 
name in the list or giving the wrong. 
kind of gift could have adverse ef- 
fects on the relationship of the com- 
pany with the affected person. 


Native materials 
Corporate gift-giving has become 
serious business that PR outfits in- 
„теше “gift counseling” in the menu 
“of services they offer to their 
clients. 

TT Often, the quality of the gifts is 
‘made directly proportional to the 
recipient's position in the corporate 
“hierarchy or the amount of money 
he has generated to the giver. 

While this benchmark is widely 
«observed in the business communi- 
ty, some corporations have deviated 
from this norm without dampening 
e spirit of the holiday celebration. 
For these “deviants,” Christmas 
presents an opportunity to engage 
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in meaningful corporate social ac- 
tivities, or a chance to help the less 
fortunate members of our society 
while at the same time performing 
certain activities that are associated 
with the season. 

Rather than give imported goods 
as gifts, some companies enter into 
arrangements with residents of de- 
pressed communities for the pro- 
duction of decorative sets made of 
indigenous materials, or the prepa- 
ration of food items that the com- 
munity is famous for. 

Last year, the woodcarvings from 
trees that were uprooted by a strong 
typhoon that hit Southem Luzon 
were used as Christmas gifts by sev- 
eral Makati-based companies. 

The wooden sets were placed in 
attractive boxes and came with a 
brief, but touching, description of 
the place where they came from and 
the people who worked on them. 

The fallen trees that would have 
otherwise been left to rot were con- 
verted to works of art that gave 
livelihood to a typhoon-ravaged 
community. 


Food products 

Knowing the Filipinos’ appetite 
for food during Christmas, a com- 
pany engaged in the remittance 
business ordered native cakes, or 
bibingka, from a town in Bulacan 
and gave them out as gifts to its 
clients. 

A friend of mine who lives in 
Pampanga told me that as early as 
August, many households in his 
community are busy filling orders 
for pastillas, polvoron and other 
sweet-tasting products by corpora- 
tions that use them as Christmas 
giveaways. 

For me, the most imaginative 
gifts I heard of are the lanterns, ог 


Corporate gifts 


parol, that a company gave its cus- 
tomers and, to top it all, delivered 
to their houses. 

Tm not sure if the company also 
installed the lanterns free of charge. 
If it did, that's really service de luxe! 
Tm sure the recipient will not forget 
the gesture for a long time. 

Although the arrangements for 
the production of these products 
are intended to cover the Yuletide 
season only, the positive effects of 
the livelihood projects go beyond 
that period 

Most, if not all, of the originally 
conceived seasonal entrepreneurial 
activities develop into long-term 
businesses for the affected house- 
holds or communities. 


Donations 

Going one step further, some 
companies donate instead the mon- 
ey they have set aside for gifts to 
charitable institutions that, in their 
opinion, can benefit most from the 
financial assistance. 

The people in the corporation's 
gift list receive a letter stating that in 
lieu of a gift, a donation was made in 
their name to that institution. 

The letter is usually accompanied 
bya note from the head of the insti- 
tution acknowledging the donation 
with thanks. 

There are other ways by which 
corporations can engage in corpo- 
rate social responsibility this season 
without looking like the Scrooge 
who stole Christmas. 

All it takes is to refer to the list of 
foundations or nongovernmental 
organizations accredited by the De- 
partment of Social Welfare and De- 
velopment and find out which of 
them have projects or activities that 
can use the money reserved for cor- 
porate gifts. 

On a personal note, whenever I 
buy gifts for Christmas, 1 make it a 
point to go native. 

prefer to see my money go to the 
pocket of Filipino workers than to 
the foreign workers who manufac- 
tured the imported products. (For 
feedback, please write to rpalabri- 
‘ca@inquirercom.ph). 
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By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE US BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE 
Northern District of California ruled recent- 
ly that the $24.49-million liability of LBC 
USA president Hugo Bonilla to publicly list- 
ей ATR Kim Eng Financial Corp. and ATR 
Kim Eng Capital Partners Inc. is "non-dis- 
chargeable" despite his filing for bankrupt- 


y 

The bankruptcy court ruling means that 
Bonilla remains liable to ATR Kim Eng even 
after all his assets are fully liquidated and 
paid to the financial services company, until 
the final order is fully complied with, ATR 
Kim Eng said in a statement. 

Itwill be recalled that in December 2006, 
the Court of Chancery of the State of 
Delaware ruled in favor of ATR Kim Eng in 
its case against LBC chair Carlos Araneta, 
LBC Bank president Liza Berenguer and 
Bonilla for waste and breach of fiduciary 
duty over the disappearance of substantial 
assets of LBC Global Corp., the Delaware- 
based holding company of the LBC Group. 

The court ordered them to jointly and 
severally pay ATR Kim Eng the amount of 
$24.49 million, representing a damages 
award and pre-judgment interest, plus 
post-judgment interest and collection 
costs. 

The Delaware judgment was subse- 
quently registered in the Alameda County 
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Superior Court in California for enforce- 
ment, and this has resulted in the recovery 
of cash from Bonilla in the amount of 
$530,000, or roughly P25 million. 

Bonilla had since filed for bankruptcy 
and asked the court to dismiss the claim of 
ATR Kim Eng, contending that a corporate 
director is not a fiduciary. 

A fiduciary is defined as an individual, 
corporation or association holding assets 
for another party, with the legal authority 
and duty to make decisions regarding fi- 
nancial matters on behalf of the other party. 
‘The bankruptcy court ruled against his con- 
tention. 

“The ruling is the latest in the series of” 
positive developments in our effort to settle 
this issue,” said ATR Kim Eng director and 
executive vice president Renato Leveriza. 
“We are hopeful that our other efforts at en- 
forcing the judgment will likewise be suc- 
cessful.” 

Leveriza said that they had also started. 
enforcement activities in the Philippines. 
He said that the company had filed actions 
at the Regional Trial Court of Makati aimed ; 
at preventing the fraudulent transfer of as- 
sets of Araneta and co-defendants. 

Apart from Araneta and his family, also 
named defendants in these motions were 
LBC Development Corp., LBC Express Inc., 
LBC Development Bank and LBC Properties 
Inc. X 


IBM cited as top QC taxpayer 


IBM PHILIPPINES INC. HAS ONCE AGAIN 
been recognized as one of the top business 
taxpayers of Quezon City for 2006, follow- 
ing six consecutive years of being on the 
list. 

‘The citation was presented to IBM chief fi- 
nancial officer Rommell D. Silva by the Que- 
zon City government headed by Mayor Feli- 
ciano Belmonte Jr. in a ceremony held re- 
cently at the Crowne Plaza Galleria Hotel 

ІВМ Philippines is one of the principal lo- 
cators within Eastwood City in Libis. Sever- 
al other business interests of the compa- 
ny—its BPO and call center arms, have also 
made Quezon City their base. 

“At IBM Philippines, we value integrity 
and transparency,” Silva said in accepting 
the award. “That is the way we do business. 
And being conscientious and honest with 
‘our tax obligations is something that we 
take seriously. Its also our way of giving 
back to the community we are in. This 
recognition inspires us to become an even 
better corporate citizen.” 


Business taxes were the largest revenue 
source of the Quezon City for 2006, accord- 
ing to Mayor Belmonte. 

Aside from IBM Philippines, the other 
business taxpayers that were honored in- 
cluded Shoemart Inc. the Manila Electric 
Co., Mercury Drug Corp., ABS-CBN 
Broadcasting Corp., GMA Network Inc., 
the Araneta Group of Companies, Jollibee 
Foods Corp., Pacific Paints (Boysen) 
Philippines and "McDonald's local fran- 
chise holder Golden Arches Development 
Corp. 

The tribute to the Top Business Taxpay- 
ers for 2006 was part of the city’s 68th 
founding anniversary celebration. 

This years ceremony was attended by. 
Vice President Noli de Castro who empha- 
sized in his message that Quezon City is a 
model of good urban governance and effec- 
tive tax collections. 

Quezon City is one of the primary busi- 
ness hubs in the country and in Metro 
Manila, he said. Daxim L. Lucas 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE MANUFACTURER OF THE 
ubiquitous Boy Bawang fried com 
bits, or more popularly known as 
сотик, is launching a wider range 
of products in the $12-billion dol- 
Jar halal market in the Middle East. 

According to the Center. 
ternational Trade Expo: 
and Missions, KSK Food Products 
and five other local food makers 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS SAID IT WAS 
asking Petron Corp. and Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp. to settle their duty and tax 
liabilities for October worth P3.52 billion to 
help the agency meet its collection target 
for the month. 

‘Customs Commissioner Napoleon Morales 
said the BOC was collecting P2 billion from 
Petron and another P1.52 from Shell. He said 
the amount was crucial in meeting Custom’s 
collection target for October. 

“We are hoping to exceed our target for 
October and for the last two months of the 
year, so we are intensifying our collection 
efforts,” Morales told reporters. 

‘The BOC was tasked to collect P21.7 bil- 
lion in duties and import taxes for October 
alone. For the entire year, the BOC is ex- 
pected to raise at least P228.2 billion. 

‘Morales said that as of last Friday, the 
BOC was still P4 billion short of its collec- 
tion target for October. He said, however, 
that with the payments expected from 
Petron and Shell, and other smaller col- 
lectibles, the BOC had a chance of meeting 
its target for the month. 

‘The government aims to limit its budget 
deficit to only P63 billion this year, lower 


Forex reserves 


‘The fourth quarter is histori- 
cally a strong season for overseas 
Filipino workers’ remittances, 

“There will still be (outflows 
due to) debt repayments and 
the government will also buy 
dollars from the central bank 
for its debt servicing,” the offi- 
cial said. 

But the official said a yearend 
level of $31 billion would still 
represent a significant build-up 
compared to the end-2006 GIR 
level of about $27 billion. 

The GIR is a key indicator of a 
country’s ability to cover the 
foreign exchange requirements 
of the economy, consisting of 
the BSP's gross foreign currency 
holdings, gold reserves, foreign 
investments and special draw- 
ing rights from the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund. 

In terms of reserve adequacy, 
the country’s current GIR level can * 
cover 5.5 months worth of im- 


BSP says credit ... 


Correspondingly, returns on 
equity and dollar-denominated 
bond exposures of most local 
unit investment trust funds and 
mutual funds were affected 
with the degree of impact vary- 
ing across different funds. 

The peso also traded on the 
downside while interest rate 
spreads on Philippine bonds 
widened during the period. 

But since then, the BSP noted 
that the market has recovered 
as investor sentiment improved 
following the US Federal Re- 
serve's interest rate cut. 

Lower interest rates in the 
world’s biggest economy make 
high-yielding assets from 
emerging markets like the 
Philippines more attractive to 
investors. 

‘The BSP also reported that 
Philippine banks had very mini- 
mal exposures in structured 
products such as collateralized 
debt obligations and credit- 
linked notes and none of them 
had underlying assets that were 
credit-risky like subprime mort- 
gages in the US. 

To a large extent, the BSP 
said the limited impact of the 
external shock could be at- 
tributed to the country’s sound 
economic fundamentals as indi- 
cated by its solid output 
growth, low inflation and 
strong external payments posi- 
tion. 

"Past fiscal and financial sec- 
tor reforms also contributed in 
strengthening the economy's 
ability to withstand shocks,” the 
BSP said. 

But notwithstanding the lim- 
ited effect of the crisis, the BSP 
vowed that it would be ready to 
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will take part in the two-week In- 
ternational 
(IFEX) Roadshow and Mission to 
the Middle East on Nov. 5-18. 
KSK export manager Millet 
Celones said Boy Bawang had 
been introduced in the Middle 
East in 2004 but joining the mis- 
sion was meant to expand its 
presence in the Islamic market. 
Gelones said KSK would pro- 
mote its complete line of Boy 


Petron, Shell asked 
to pay Oct. tax liabilities 


From page BI 


ports of goods and payments of 
services and income. It is also 
equivalent to 5.2 times the coun- 
пуз short-term external debt 
based on original maturity and 3.1 
times based on residual maturity. 

Short-term debt 
residual maturity refers to out- 
standing external debt with orig- 
inal maturity of a year or less plus 
principal payments on medium- 
and long-term loans falling due 
within the next 12 months. 

The country’s strong foreign 
reserve build-up since the start 
of the year has been supported 
by remittances from OFWs, for- 
eign direct investment and port- 
folio investments. These inflows 
have allowed the BSP to become 
a heavy buyer of dollars at the 
Philippine Dealing System. 

Building up its GIR is also one 
‘way of curbing the peso's appreci- 
ation against the dollar in view of 
a bearish trend for the greenback. 
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“The BSP also continues to 
monitor closely the situation so 
that threats to the stability of 
the financial system could be 
addressed promptly,” the report 


In its report, the BSP said the 
growth of the US subprime 
mortgage market was facilitat- 
ed by several legal milestones 
instituted by the US govern- 
ment, such as state imposition 
of interest rate caps on housing 
loans, tax deductible interest on 
residential mortgages and legal 
provisions on automatic under- 
writing and securitization, 

It noted that housing afford- 
ability reached a point where a 
significant portion of borrowers 
were overstretching their fi- 
nances by purchasing risky 
products, many of which were 
backed by low-quality assets. 

‘Thus, when the US Federal 
Reserve increased interest rates 
amid steady housing prices, 
many borrowers ended up de- 
faulting on their loan payments 
as prepayment and refinancing 
options were not feasible due to 
inadequate housing equity. 

At the same time, strong mar- 
ket preference for higher-yield- 
ing securities in 2005 to 2006 
may have led to more liberal 
underwriting 
BSP noted. 

"Lending safeguards were re- 
laxed as intermediaries profited 


rather than from ensuring loan 
quality,” the BSP said. Doris С. 
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wang’ seeks to expand presence in Middle East market 


and Saudi Arabia through the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry's 
One Town One Product program. 
“Trade Undersecretary Carissa С. 
Evangelista said comik was a pop- 
ular food snack among Filipinos goat meat products, canned veg- 
and the aim was to bring the prod- 
uct in countries where there were ucts International (noodles, bot- 
large Filipino communities. 
The other companies joining Corp. (rice-based mixes, hotcake 
the mission are Fisher Farms 
(processed milkfish); Florence drinks, ice cream, processed 


Bawang products which now 
come in six flavors garlic, hot 
garlic, adobo, barbecue, chili 
cheese and lechon manok—as 
well as launch its new Cowboy 
raisin-and-peanut cookies and 
Little Giant mini-egg cookies. 
Earlier this year, small-scale 
comik and chichacorn makers from 
Ilocos Norte made further inroad 
for the product as they were able 
to tap markets in Cyprus, Australia 


Food Exhibition 


MAKATI SHANGRILA 


Foods Corp. (bottled preserves, 
processed marine products, noo- 
dies, frozen fruits and vegetables, 
coconut products); Fortress Food 
Manufacturing Corp. (canned 


meat). 

Citem said the mission was" 
composed of manufacturers and 
exporters with halalcertified 
products and which have plans 
of expanding their export base 
in the lucrative and large collec- 
tive markets of the Gulf Cooper- 
ation Council member coun- 
tries—Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United 
Arab Emirates and Yemen. 
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mixes, pancit noodles, flavored 
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than the P64.8 billion recorded last year. 

Morales said hitting the bureau's rev- 
enue collection target this year was difficult. 
because of the strong peso. 

He said the BOC was losing P2.7 billion 
in potential revenue collection a year for 
every unit of appreciation of the peso. 

Morales said the government set its collec- 
tion goal for BOC using a peso-dollar average 
exchange rate of 48-to-1. The peso, however, 
has been much stronger, even breaking into 
the 43-to-$1 territory this week. 

The Development Budget and Coordina- 
tion Committee (DBCC), the interagency 
body tasked to set governments fiscal and 
macroeconomic targets, earlier estimated 
that the peso appreciation could drag 
BOC's duty and import tax collection down 
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Fixed Income | 1.301733 


to only P223 billion this year instead ofthe |- "4 | 
BOC's actual target of P228.2 billion. Balanced | 4 526858 
The Department of Finance, mother agen- Fund E 
cy ofthe BIR and amember ofthe DBCC,said Û є. 
the BOC's target would stay at P228.2 billion [ie 1.892983 
despite the stronger-than-expected peso. - -| 
Finance officials said that while the ap- | Dollar Fixed, 


preciation of the peso was pulling down the 
BOC collection, measures to improve effi- 
ciency in revenue collection and plug leak- 
ages due to smuggling and underdeclara- 
tion should offset the losses. 
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take preemptive measures to 
bolster confidence given the un- 
certainties in the financial mar- 
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cuts benchmark rate _ 


Quarter percentage point reduction expected 
to ease strain of housing slump on US economy 


WASHINGTON—THE FEDERAL RE- 
serve has sliced an important interest. 
rate—its second reduction in the last 
six weeks—to help the US economy 
survive the strains of a deepening 
housing slump that is likely to crimp 
growth in coming months. 

Fed Chair Ben Bernanke and all 
but one of his colleagues on Wednes- 
day agreed to lower the federal funds 
rate by one-quarter percentage point 
to 4.50 percent at the end of a two- 

. day meeting. 

“The расе of economic expansion 
‘will likely slow in the near term, part- 
ly reflecting the intensification of the 
housing correction,” the Fed ac- 
knowledged in a statement explain- 
ing its action. 

"The funds rate affects many other 
interest rates charged to millions of 
individuals and businesses. It is the 
Fed's most potent tool for influencing 
economic activity. 

In response, commercial banks, in- 
duding Bank of America, Wells Fargo 
and KeyCorp., announced that they 
мете cutting their prime lending 
rate—for certain credit cards, home 
equity lines of credit and other 
loans—by a corresponding amount 
to 7.50 percent. 

‘The rationale behind the cuts is that 
the lower borrowing costs will induce 
people and businesses to boost spend- 


Wall Street cheered the Fed action. 
The Dow Jones industrials jumped 
137.54 points to close at 13,930.01. 

"The Fed policymakers supporting 
Wednesdays rate cut said the ac- 
tion—along with a rate reduction in 
September—was needed to “forestall 
some of the adverse effects on the 
broader economy” that might arise 
from the housing and credit troubles 
that have wreaked havoc on Wall 
Street over the past few months. 

Fed policymakers indicated the 
two rate cuts ordered so far may be 
sufficient to help the economy make 
its way safely through the trouble 
spots. 

‘They said the risks to the economy 
from inflation “roughly balance,” or 
are equal to, the risks of a serious 
downturn in economic growth. Pre- 
viously, the risks of a recession were 
seen as more of a threat to the coun- 
trys economic health. 

The 9-1 decision to cut rates on. 
Wednesday was opposed by Thomas 
Hoenig, president of the Federal Re- 
serve Bank of Kansas City. He pre- 
ferred no change in the funds rate. 

So far the economy has shown 
amazing resilience to the housing 
and credit strains. 

The economy grew at a brisk 3.9 
percent pace in the summer, the 
fastest in 1 1/2 years, the govern- 


ing, energizing economic activity. 


ment reported Wednesday. The im- 


tion developments carefully.” 


pressive performance came even as 
the housing market sank deeper into 
the doldrums. 

Fed policymakers, in their state- 
ment, said the economy turned in a 
“solid” performance in the third 
quarter. They also said that “strains 
from financial markets have eased 
somewhat on balance.” 

Even so, economic growth is ex- 
pected to slow to a pace of around 2 
percent or less in the current Octo- 
ber-to-December period as the toll of 
the deteriorating housing market 
catches up with consumers and chills 
their spending. 

‘As another bolstering move, the Fed 
also sliced its lending rate to banks by 
one-quarter percentage point on 
‘Wednesday. That was the third cut to 
that rate since mid-August. 

Complicating the Fed's job to keep 
the economy and inflation on an 
even keel is surging oil prices. They 
soared to a record near $95 a barrel 
оп Wednesday. 

‘The Fed said “recent increases in 
energy and commodity prices, among 
other factors, have put renewed up- 
ward pressure on inflation.” 

The Fed said that, while some infla- 
tion barometers that exclude energy 
and food prices have improved mod- 
esty this year, some inflation risks re- 
main. They pledged to "monitor infla- 

AP 


Rate cut seen Asian stocks, oil hit new 
to have limited peaks after Fed decision 


impact on 
suffering banks 


"WASHINGTON—THE INTEREST RATE CUT 
that Wall Street believes will buffer the econ- 
оту from housing market woes is unlikely to 
give much of a boost to suffering banks and 
homebuilders in the near term, analysts say. 

‘The Federal Reserve policymaking com- 
mittee is expected to approve cutting a key 
short-term rate at least a quarter percent- 
age point Wednesday to help the economy 
get through a deeper-than-expected hous- 
ing slump and credit crunch that accelerat- 
ed in August. 

Investors are betting the US central bank 
will reduce the federal funds rate, the rate 
banks charge each other for overnight 
loans, to 4.5 percent. Over the next 12 to 18 
months, lower short-term rates will aid the 
overall economy because many equity 
credit lines and some credit card rates are 
pegged to short-term market rates. 

Yet the Fed's efforts now, on top of a half- 
percentage-point rate cut in September, 
‘won't change the outlook much, ifat all, for 
companies on the front lines of surging 
mortgage defaults and a dried-up market 
for complex securities backed by home 
loans. 

"The problems in the housing market, the 
problems in the credit markets, are not easi- 
ly solved by the Fed cutting rates,” said Steve 
East, chief economist for investment bank 
Friedman Billings, Ramsey & Co. in Arling- 
ton, Virginia, who sees the Fed making three 
quarter-point cuts by January and puts the 
ojlds of a recession in 2008 at 60 percent. 

* The thinking is that lenders can improve 
battered balance sheets if they have to pay 
léss for money they borrow short-term while 
the rate they charge borrowers for long-term 
loans holds steady or moves higher. Yet ana- 
lysts say problems in the credit markets ex- 
tend beyond the benefits of small rate cuts. 

` Struggling homebuilders, such as D.R. 
Horton Inc., Lennar Corp. and Pulte Homes 
Ine. are faced with tightened lending stan- 
dards and severely limited demand. Many 
would-be buyers are unable to qualify for 
loan approvals, even if rates move lower. 

Lower interest rates are "certainly not 

the panacea" for getting the housing mar- 
ket back on track, said UBS homebuilding 
analyst David Goldberg. 
* The median US home price nationwide 
fell for the eighth consecutive month in Au- 
gust, according to the S&P/Case-Shiller in- 
dex released Tuesday. Fifteen of 20 
metropolitan areas included in the index de- 
clined, Many experts predict housing prices 
will fall further before demand rebounds. 

Jefferson Harralson, a banking analyst 
with Keefe, Bruyette & Woods Inc. who fol- 
lows banks such as Bank of America Corp. 
and Wachovia Corp., said an acceleration in 
losses from defaults “seems to be a given, 
whether or not a rate cut occurs.” 

He says home equity lines of credit will 
be less likely to default if rates are lower. 
But that is hardly a revenue cure for banks 
in an environment in which housing prices 
continue to fall and foreclosures continue 
torise. 

“The home equity business isn't going to 
be a growth business," Harralson said. АР 


HONG KONG—ASIAN STOCKS 
and oil prices hit record highs 
on Thursday as a Federal Re- 
serve rate cut and strong 
growth data eased concerns 
about the impact of a housing 
slump on the US economy. 

European stocks were poised 
to track Asia and a firm Wall 
Street. 

The Fed's rate cut and the 
dollars general weakness, as 
well as a steep fall in US crude 
inventories, sent oil up nearly 2 
percent to $96.24 a barrel for 
the first time. Oil's rise in turn 
drove spot gold to a 28-year 
peak near $800 an ounce. 

Shares of Asian exporters 
were boosted by the US rate cut 
and data that showed the 
world’s biggest economy and 
Asia's main export market grew 
at a surprisingly brisk 3.9 per- 
cent annual rate in the third 
quarter despite the housing 
downturn and financial market 
gyrations during the period. 

Still, some analysts worried 
that markets could swing lower 
since the Federal Reserve also 
signaled on Wednesday that 
more rate reductions were un- 
likely if the economy held up. 

“Though the Fed's rate cutis a 
sure positive to market senti- 
ment, there is almost the same 
level of caution over the pace of 
rally,” said Lee Woo-hyun, a 
market analyst at Kyobo Securi- 
ties in Seoul. "With most good 
newsoutofthe bag, [see a good 
chance of a correction." 

Tokyo's Nikkei average rose 
0.8 percent to a two-week clos- 
ing high, while MSCI’s measure 
of other Asia Pacific stocks ad- 
vanced nearly 0.8 percent by 
0605 GMT. 

The MSCI index hit a record 


year to nearly 50 percent. 

The Asia stocks rally pushed 
MSCT's world equity index to а 
record high, taking this year's 
rise to 16 percent. 

‘The oil and gold rally pushed 
commodity stocks higher. 

Australian gold producer 
Newcrest Mining rose 3.4 per- 
cent, and Japanese energy firm 
Nippon Oil added 4.2 percent. 

Asia's top refiner Sinopec, 
which faces China's state-capped 
fuel prices, rallied 9 percent after 
Beijing unexpectedly lifted do- 
mestic gasoline and diesel prices 
by a tenth on Thursday, the first 
increase in 17 months. 

Japanese exporters were also 
in favor, driven by a weaker 
yen, and hopes the US rate cut 
will help spur US consumers, 
who generate about two-thirds 
of US economic activity. 

Investors sold Taiwan's UMC 
after the world's No. 2 contract, 
chip maker forecast a weak 
fourth quarter, sending the 
stock down 4 percent. 

UMC’s drop weighed on Tai 
wan's TAIEX, which closed 1.2 
percent lower. 

South Korea's KOSPI set a 
new life high before settling а 
touch lower but Australia's 
S&P/ASX 200 index posted a 
record-closing high. 

The dollar was steadier after 
sliding to a record low against 
the euro overnight, but was 
seen likely to remain weak un- 
less upcoming US data offered 
support. 

After climbing to a life high 
just above $1.45, the euro trad- 
ed at $1.4467 in afternoon 
Asian trade. 

The dollar was steady above 
115 yen as the Japanese unit 
struggled in the face of stronger 
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Manila Auto Salon set Nov. 15 


‘THOUSANDS OF MOTORING EN- 
thusiasts are expected to attend the 
Manila Auto Salon (MAS) 2007-the 
country’s biggest showcase of latest 
automotive aftermarket technolo- 
gy-from Nov. 15 to 18 at the SMX 
Convention Center on Seashell 
Drive, SM Mall of Asia in Pasay City. 

MAS 2007 will showcase custom 
cars, sport trucks and motorcycles 
volving more than 150 vehicles in 
the newly built 9,130-sqm modern 
trade show facility. 


The event will also highlight the 
1st Mobile Electronics and Technol- 
ogy Show expected to attract local 
audiophiles. 

Foreign experts on auto audio 
and video system were also invited 
as panel judges on the conduct of 
the International Auto Sound Chal- 
lenge Association (lasca) sound 
competition for the country's best 
mobile installers. 

The MAS 2007 will highlight 
competitions on custom cars, sport. 


trucks and motorcycles. 

Exciting awards also await par- 
ticipants on the Ultimate Tuner 
‘Award, Custom Vehicle Design 
Competition, Resto-Mod Displays 
of Classic and Vintage Cars and mo- 
torcycles. 

There will be exhibits on the 
Milestones in World Motor Sports 
Exhibition, MAS Chill Out Sessions, 
Car Club Tailgate Party, garage tech 
seminar/workshops and outdoor 
races, 


UE prexy talks ‘global’ in China 


UNIVERSITY OF THE EAST (UE) 
president and chief academic offi- 
cer Dr. Ester Albano Garcia speaks 
at the ongoing plenary session of 
the forum on "Developments in the. 
Education of Nursing Professionals 
in China, the United Kingdom and 
the Philippines" sponsored by the 
China Guanghua Nurse Fund/Chi- 
na Guanghua Science and Technol- 
ogy Foundation at Railway Man- 
sion, Beijing, Oct. 31 to Nov. 2. 
Garcia, former Chair of the Com- 
mission on Higher Education 
(CHED), gives a presentation on be- 
half of the Philippine academe in 
general and of UE in particular, on 
the influx of international students 
into local colleges and universities 
and specifically into UE. Her talk 


highlights UE as a “global universi- 
ty” due to the continued enrollment 
of a considerable number 
of foreign students in ЏЕЗ 
three campuses-UE Mani- 
la, UE Caloocan and the 
UE Ramon Magsaysay 
Memorial Medical Center, 
Quezon City, and UE's hav- 
ing graduated numerous 
foreign students who are 
now accomplished profes- 
sionals in their respective 
homelands or elsewhere. 
She will also present key 
UE course offerings of 
high interest to Chinese student 
Doctor of Dental Medicine, Master 
of Arts in Teaching (MAT) major in 
English, and Master of Education 


GARCIA 


(MAEd) major in English as а Sec- 
ond Language. 

‘Accompanying Gar- 
cia to China are UE 
Graduate School Dean 
Danilo M. Yanga and UE 
College of Dentistry 
Dean Brenda Dey, who 
will act as resource per- 
sons during the presi- 
dents talk. The deans 
will visit various schools 
in Beijing, where Yanga 
will discuss the details 
of UE's Master's degrees 
in English, while Dey 
will talk on ШЕ Dentistry under- 
graduate program including a 
Philippine dental education system 
backgrounder. 


Las Paellas Café: More than paella 


THERES MORE THAN JUST 
paellas at the newly opened Las 
Paellas Café in Greenhills. Black 
Angus Roast Beef, Angus Tapa, 
Chorizo Pasta, Seafood Pomelo 
Salad (thats mixed greens 
tossed in pomelo vinaigrette 
and topped with fresh toma- 
toes, sweet pomelo, marinated 
gambas and calamares if you're 
wondering), Pork Chop An- 
daluz, and Peppered Steak just 
to name a few-plus various ice 
cream concoctions and break- 
fast fare. 

"Yes, we've really expanded 
the menu," acknowledges owner 
Ramon del Gallego. Las Paellas 
Café is actually a reincarnation 
from Las Paellas Restaurant, 
which Ramon put up in the late 
90s. “It’s evolved into a Spanish- 
inspired’ casual dining family 
restaurant Its а Spanish-in- 
spired restaurant formed by the 
Filipino culture.” 

And sensing their audience's 
clamor for more dishes and a 
more relaxed dining ambiance, 
Ramon, along with chef and 
restaurant consulant John Cu- 
Unjieng, came up with Las Pael- 
Jas Café. The first branch sprout- 
ed in BF Homes Paranaque in 
2005, followed by the second 
опе in Filinvest Mall in 2006. The 
third one, located at The Prome- 


nade in Greenhills, opened July 
of this year. 

All have opened to warm re- 
sponse. "I'm really excited to see 
our new concept has reached a 
larger market. Unlike before, the 
new Las Paellas Café is an 'every- 
day place. Its nice to see our reg- 
ular guests and a lot of first- 
timers who never tried Las Pael- 
las before!” adds John, “we've re- 
ally reached a bigger audience." 

"This once traditional Spanish 
resto has evolved into brighter, 
more laidback, friendly cafe. “We 
gave customers what they were 
looking for,” says Ramon. "That's 
more choices and more afford- 
able prices." 

"Italso gave me тоге freedom 
to do what I felt with what the 
concept needed without limiting 
myself to being ‘traditionally 
Spanish!" adds Ramon. 

Of course, the classic menu fa- 
vorites are maintained-at lower 
prices: Paella Valenciana (P395), 
Paella Negra (P375), and Paella 
Marinera (P395). All are served 
with the same authentic flavorful 
goodness of the original Las Pael- 
las. There are new bestsellers, 
though, such as the aforemen- 
tioned Angus Tapa, Roasted 
Black Angus Roast Beef, and 
Chorizo Pasta. 

“We'd like our customers to see 


SYDENHAM IN PAP CONVENTION 


Pharmaceutical toll manufacturing 
firm Sydenham Laboratories Inc, the 
‘company behind health products 
such as Jus’ 4 Kids Plus and Peak, 
recently participated inthis year's 
annual convention ofthe Perinatal 
Association ofthe Philippines (PAP). 
As part of the company's participa- 
tion in the event held atthe Century 
Park Hotel, Sydenham set up a 
booth to exhibit its health and bever- 
age products. PAP is an organization 
devoted to address issues concern- 
ing perinatal health. Perinatal is the 
period occurring around the time of 
birth. For its part, Sydenham advo- 
cates health and wellness through 
its two flagship products-Jus' 4 Kids 
Plus and Peak, Specialy formulated 
for children, Jus' 4 Kids Plus con- 
tains chlorella growth factor or CGF, 
which helps promote growth, and 
Taurine, which aids in brain develop- 


ment. Jus’ 4 Kids Plus is fortified 
with Vitamins A, C, E, Zinc, and lo- 
dine-micronutrients that have a pro- 
found impact on the growth and im- 
mune system of children. Peak, on 
the other hand, is sulted for adults 
with active or stressful lifestyles. En- 
hanced with L-Carnitine, Taurine, 
Calcium, vitamins, and minerals, 
Peak is formulated to improve ener- 
‘gy and memory as well as fight 
stress. Jus’ 4 Kids Plus is available 
atleading supermarkets nationwide, 
including Ever Supermarkets, Land- 
mark, Puregold, Robinsons, Rus- 
tan's Supermarkets, Shopwise, SM 
Supermarkets, South Supermarket, 
Valuepoint, and Waltermart while 
Peak is available in various canteens, 
Shown are (from let): Dr. Socorro 
‘Mendoza and Dr. Helen Belmonte-Sy 
of PAP with Sydenham Laboratories 
marketing manager Regina Реа. 


BLACK Angus Roast Beet 


Las Paellas Café as an extension of their 
homes,” says John. "its everyday favorites 
enjoyed in a comfortable atmosphere." 

You'll surely have that at Las Paellas Café! 

Las Paellas Café is located on the second 
floor of The Promenade, Greenhills, San 
Juan. For take out and inquiries, call 723- 
7485. More branches are located at Festival 
Supermall (842-6919) and BF Commercial 
Paranaque (807-9511). 


Comddap 2007: ‘IT’s your life!" 
THE COMPUTER MANUFACTURERS, DIS- 
tributors and Dealers Association of the Philip- 
pines (Comddap) annually convenes informa- 
tion technology distributors and resellers in 
one big event to celebrate the evolution of the 
country's IT industry. 

This year, the Comddap Expo 2007, dubbed 
"TS Your Life!", brings together the world's 
leading makers of IT products, solutions and 
peripherals under ona roof. The exhibit will 
cater not only to IT professionals, business 
owners, managers and CEOs, but to artists, 
students, homemakers, gamers, and kids as 
well. 

The best and latest products in the market 
will be available on sale with great discounts 
and promotions. Consider the mobile phone. 
you use to take photographs and send multi 
media messages, the MP3 player you plug into 
your ears once in a while to listen to the latest. 
tunes, the PC that you work with everyday to 
write documents, create presentations, play 
PC games, or send emails with photo, audio, 
video files as attachments. 

Featuring the latest essential tools for the 
modern lifestyle, the show's exhibitors and 
participants include Canon Marketing Philip- 
pines Inc, Lamco International, Ben Q Corp, 
Astech Pengson Distributors Inc, Brother In- 
ternational Corp, Wordtext Systems Inc and 
more. 

With over 10,000 expected attendees, 
Comddap Expo 2007 is open to the public 
from Nov. 8 to 11 at Hall 1 ofthe SMX Conven- 
tion Center, Mall of Asia, Pasay City, from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. 
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SEMINOLE’S HARD ROCK EXPANSION PLAN IN ASIA 


Seminole Gaming chief executive officer James 
Allen (right) unveils a resolution on the $965-mil- 
lion acquisition of the Hard Rock International. 
café, restaurant, hotel, casino and retail chain by 
the Seminole Indian Tribe of Florida, which plans 
to expand the business in the Philippines and oth- 
er parts of Asia. Allen and Hard Rock International 
president and CEO Hamish Dodds (left) visited the 
Philippines in their tour of the Asian region to ex- 
plore and evaluate the opportunities for such pur- 
pose. Before its acquisition of Hard Rock Interna- 
tional, the tribe used to own and operate only two 
Seminole Hard Rock hotels and casinos їп Tampa. 
and Hollywood, Florida under a license agree- 
ment. Nonetheless, the Seminoles also own five 
more non-Hard Rock casinos in Florida. Casinos. 


generate some $28 billion in gaming revenues in 
the United States, according to Allen. And with the 
$965-million acquisition of Hard Rock Interna- 
tional from The Rank Group Ріс, the Seminoles" 
business now spans 46 countries where 124 sig- 
nature Hard Rock cafes are located. The purchase 
includes the Hard Rock brand controlled by The. 
Rank Group Plc and the entire collection of music. 
memorabilia and 68 company-owned Hard Rock 
Café restaurants and retail stores. The deal also. 
includes licensing or franchise agreements for an- 
other 56 restaurants and five hotels, plus Hard 
Rock Live performance venues. Shown with Allen 
and Dodds at the unveiling ceremony is general 
manager Proceso Calison of the Hard Rock Café 
in Glorietta, Makati City. 


Members share confidence 
in Asiapro Cooperative 


А STABLE INCOME IS EVERY WORKER'S 
dream. This is especially true for the more 
than 20 million contingent workers in the 
country today who are disadvantaged by 
the fact that their chance for progress is 
hindered by che unpredictable nature of 
non-regular employment. These “seasonal” 
‘workers need an institution that can allevi- 
ate their working conditions to favorable 
status. Asiapro Cooperative is the prime ex- 
ample of such institution. 

Asiapro is a pioneering multi-purpose co- 
operative that takes care of engaging its 
owner-members in service agreements in 
cooperating companies. Under the model, 
self-employed/non-regular workers orga- 
nize themselves and form a cooperative so- 
ciety that deals with business groups that 
are increasingly outsourcing services that 
are not part of their core competence. 

‘Asiapro provides a steady source of 
skilled and efficient workers and profession- 
als providing services to various companies, 
thus ensuring the long-term productivity for 
these contracting parties. On the other 
hand, Asiapro looks after its owner-mem- 
bers and ensures that they get better pack- 
ages as members and co-owners of their 
own enterprise. 

With the Asiapro model, workers enjoy 
higher service rates, insurance, health care, 
savings, and other standard employment 
benefits. Membership also ensures access to 
savings and credit facilities and other liveli- 
hood opportunities for the members. This 
Asjapro owner-member assigned to one of 
the agribusiness exporters is keen on noting 
the advantages. 

“Membership with Asiapro gives me a 
feeling of security unlike any other. Because 
of the benefits and services, we don't have to 
worry about cost implications of emergen- 


KSEARCH MARKS 8TH YEAR 
KSearch Asia Consulting Inc, one of the Philip- 
pines leading regional executive search and man- 
‘agement consulting firms, recently celebrated its 
anniversary, marking eight productive years of 
providing client-companies exceptional corporate 
leaders and talents. KSearch commemorated its 
eighth anniversary in an event spearheaded by 
Search board chair Mario Mananghaya and 
president and managing director Manuel Gulller- 
mo. The event, held at the Tower Club of Philam- 
life Tower in Makati City, was attended by KSearch 
executives, clients, alliances in the executive , 
search Industry, and special guests. The company 
traces its roots in the late 19908 when Manang- 
haya contemplated on forming an organization 
that would competently support companies’ 
strategic requirements by supplying them with 
highly qualified corporate leaders. In the past 


cies and other expenses,” says one member. 

Being a multi-purpose cooperative, Asi- 
apro also engages in service contracting, 
management services, productivity and 
skilled services in activities such as, but not 
limited to, production, manufacturing, agri 
culture, office administration, sales and pro- 
motion, logistics, housekeeping and main: 
tenance, As co-owners of the enterprise; 
members also have the opportunity to share 
whatever success the cooperative will reap 
in the future. 

Another Asiapro owner-member assigned 
to a retail company considers it as a major 
plusto be able to share in dividends, patron: 
age refund and Asiapro's service surplus, 
among others. 

She says, “We are able to save money 
from outside of our regular income. These 
bonuses are also critical for emergency ex: 
penditures.” 

Companies should invest in training to re- 
main competitive. The cost of recruiting and 
training new workers after every contractu- 
al period is a major consideration. As a di- 
rect consequence of replacing trained work- 
ers, productivity, quality and efficiency 
might in some way be compromised. Be- 
‘cause Asiapro provides continuing training 
for its members, clients prefer to engage the 
same flexible, productive workers. 

А member also assigned to a retail com 
pany benefited greatly from training, “The 
various training and values programs gave 
us knowledge out of the conventional 
‘These combined with our skills give us the 
edge over others. Our training is continu- 
ous,” she shared. 

‘Today, Asiapro is made up of 25,000 self- 
employed owner-members. 

For more details on Asiapro, log on to 
wwwasiapro.coop. 


eight years, KSearch has made important 
achievements, acquiring new clients such as a 
major shared services center operation, a 
Malaysian manufacturing company, and the 
largest Internet provider and telecommunications 
firm in Hong Kong. The firm also made significant 
strides in business practices including the adop- 
tion of a functional practice area approach, a sys: 
tem that enables the company to address clients 
requirements promptly. KSearch Asia Consulting 
Incis located at the 22nd floor of 139 Corporate 
Centre, 139 Valero Street, Salcedo Village, Makati 
City. For more information, interested parties can 


` call 817-0322, e-mail jobs@searchasia.com, or 


log on to www.ksearch.com. Shown are (from 
left) Guillermo, Mananghaya, practice director, fi- 
nance practice area Karmeli Kintanar, and practice 
director for ICT practice area Joy Austria-Aguila 


AS PART OF GLOBES COM- 
mitment to help Gawad Kalinga їп 
providing productivity programs 
and sustainability to its communi- 
ties, Globe has recently signed a 
memorandum of agreement with 
Gawad Kalinga (GK) to launch the 
Globe-GK Farming Institute at the 
GICERH Village in Barangay Sum- 
ag, Bacolod City, Negros Occiden- 
tal, Oct. 19. 

‘The MOA signing was capped by a 
symbolic groundbreaking ceremony 
of the livelihood center in the 3.1- 
hectare farm establishment. The ac- 
tivity was led by Globe consumer 
business group head Ferdz dela Cruz, 
Globe sales distribution head Bernard 
Llamzon, and Gawad Kalinga Devel- 
‘opment Foundation executive direc- 
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New Globe-GK Farming Institute breaks ground 


tor Luis Oquinena and Tony Meloto. 

The GlobeGK Farming Institute 
and Productivity Center is envisioned 
to be one of the premier community- 
based agricultural training centers in 
the Visayas region. It aims to promote 
agriculture as a viable source of liveli- 
hood for rural communities within 
the area as showcased by GK commu- 
nities. 

Aside from setting up demo farms 
surrounding the institute, Globe's 
corporate social responsibility pro- 
gram, Globe Bridging Communities 
(Globe BridgeCom), will introduce 
various productivity and capacity 
building programs designed to em- 
power GK beneficiaries training in the 
institute. 

Globe BridgeCom will also bring in 


experts on agriculture, economics, 
and various fields of technology for 
community development to further 
enrich the learning experiences of the 
trainees. Ultimately, this will make 
the Globe-GK Farming Institute the 
preferred destination for farmers in- 
terested in adopting environment- 
friendly practices of land cultivation 
in their communities such as organic 
farming and vermi composting which 
is the thrust of the Negros province. 
The program hopes to develop 
farmer-entrepreneurs that will have 
more opportunities to lead a better 
life. This will effectively complement 
other productivity initiatives of both 
Globe and Gawad Kalinga not only 
= Negros but the rest of Visayas as 


left, Globe consumer busi 
Cruz, Gawad Kalinga's Tor 


PRESENT during the groundbreaking were, from 
iness head Ferdz dela. 
ny Meloto, Gawad Kalin- 


ae. 


PRO VINTERNATIONAL LAUNCHES CSR {PROGRAM 


With the purpose of enhancing edu- 
cation in less fortunate communities 
and in line with the Department of 
Education's law on mandatory view- 
ing of educational television pro- 
grams in alt public schools, Pro V 
International embarked on its first 
corporate social responsibility pro- 
ject and donated a television set to 
Cupang Day Care Center in 
‘Muntinlupa City Aug. 24. DepEd's 
District Office headed by Maricar 
Sigrid Blanca with the help of the 
teachers of Cupang Day Care Center 
‘put together a program complete 
with prayer, fun and games, while 
the students displayed their talents 
through song and dance numbers. 
This was followed by the presenta- 
tion of Pro V International's gift to 
the school with country manager 
John Killion giving a heartwarming 


speech about the importance of ed- 
cation and Pro V International's 
optimism in contributing to 
Muntinlupa City's vision of improv- 
ing the quality of children's educa- 
tion. Rep. Ruffy Biazon acknowl- 
edged Pro V International's contri- 
bution to the city's education pro- 
gram. The Pro V International team 
then distributed packed meals and 
gifts to the children. On hand were 
Biazon's wife Trina Reyes-Biazon, 
Councilor Ann Soriano, and Solar 
Sports TV host Reema Chanco. Also 
present during the activity were Pro 
V International's vice president for 
sales Brian Zaas, finance controller- 
Philippines Saravanan Chandran 
and human resources manager Се- 
cilia Curameng. The project was 
made possible with the support of 
Liberty Power Corp. 


PRSP holds seminar on multi- 
faceted PR practice 


- THE PUBLIC RELATIONS SOCI- 
ety of the Philippines (PRSP), in 
cooperation with Filipinas Her- 
itage Library, caps its 2007 pro- 
fessional development series 

+ "with a seminar on "The Multi 
Faceted Landscape of PR Prac- 

tice.” 

Tt will be held on Friday, Nov. 
16, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Filip- 
inas Heritage Library in Makati 
City. 

The PRSP professional devel- 
opment seminar, the fourth this 
year, looks into the application of 
PR in various businesses for a 
better appreciation of the Пехі- 
bility PR professionals are often 
expected to exhibit as they per- 
form their tasks. 

Among the topics are: Cre- 


ative brand exposure: Using next 
generation PR tools for publicity 
mileage, Applying PR principles 
in diplomatic relations, The im- 
peratives of event management, 
The ups and downs of PR coun- 
seling, and organizing a PR Of- 
fice. 

The seminar promises to be a 
productive learning session for 
PR professionals occupying mid- 
level positions at different indus- 
tries, professors teaching PR and 
communication-related courses, 
and communication students 
planning to pursue careers in PR. 

Interested parties may call 
Ruth or Maan of the PRSP secre- 
tariat at 638-0010, ог e-mail 
prsocietyprsp@yahoo.com, ог 
Jog on to wwwxprsp.ph. 


. INQUIRER JOINS NOEL. BAZAARS 2007 


‚ Forthe seventh straight year, the 
+ Philippine Daily Inquirer is the offi- 
partner of the Noel 

Bazaar Series, the longest and the 
biggest Yuletide bazaar scheduled 
from Nov. 21 to 25 and Dec. 21 to 
23 at the World Trade Center in 
Pasay City. The event is a one-of-a- 

1 -kind shopping event with hundreds 


. of products, fashion lines, food 
* products, Christmas home décors 
and novelty items at rock-bottom 
“prices, as well as family-oriented 
entertainment activities. Shown af- 
ter the signing of the memorandum 


Bazaars project director Mayose 
Bautista, Bantayog ng mga Bayani 
Foundation executive director Dr. 
Quintin Doromal,Inouinea president 
Alexandria Prieto-Romualdez and 
InauıneR AVP-marketing director Jo- 
cal Adorable. Part of the event's pro- 
ceeds will go to the GMA Kapuso 
Foundation’s Give-A-Gift Alaysa 
Batang Pinoy, the Bantayog ng mga 
Bayani Foundation and the Associ- 
ate Missionaries of Assumption 
Foundation. For more information 
on the Noel Bazaars, call 687-0654 
or 687-0604 or e-mail noel- 
bazaars@gmail.com 


Globe supports 2nd Int'l 
. Congress in Manila 


GLOBE TELECOM INC, ONE OF 
the leading telecommunica- 
tions companies in the country, 
supports the holistic develop- 
ment of our country's youth as 
partofits vision of enriching the 
lives of its customers. Globe 
has, in fact, developed various 
campaigns that highlight posi- 
tive values and the empower- 
ment of the youth. 

As part of its advocacy for 
the youth, Globe has joined 
hands with InterMedia Con- 
sulting, EduChild Foundation 
Inc, Developmental Advocacy 
for Women Volunteerism 
(DAWV), 1 Am STRONG and 
the Department of Education 
in presenting "Love, Laughter 
and Life Ever After, the Sec- 
ond International Congress 
оп the Education in Love, Sex, 
and Life" to be held from Nov. 
19 to 22 at the Edsa Shangri- 


La Hotel in Mandaluyong 
сиу. 

The 2nd International 
Congress aims to initiate 


change in the midst of a 
flawed general perception of 


sex and love currently plagu- 
ing societies everywhere. By 
bringing together local and 
international delegates con- 
sisting of government offi- 
cials, school administrators, 
parents, socio-civic leaders, 
and most importantly the 
youth, to take part in various 
exciting activities, having a 
relevant life-changing trans- 
formation is definitely within 
Teach. 

Schools, youth organiza- 
tions and other youth-orient- 
ed groups are encouraged to 
join the diverse pool of partic- 
ipants from all around the 
globe who are ready to do 
their part in changing the 
world with love that is real 
Registration is ongoing at 
www.edicongress.com. Globe 
subscribers shall enjoy 50 per- 
cent off on the Congress fee 
until Nov. 4 only. 

For more information and 
inquiries about the 2nd Inter- 
national Congress, call 635- 
6114 or log on to www.edi- 
congress.com. 


All set for the 2007 
Honda Media Challenge 


YEAR 2007 HONDA MEDIA 
Challenge promises another 
season of thrill and excitement 
under а new competition for- 
mat. Moving on from circuit 
racing, this year's series show- 
case skills in car handling and 
precision driving in an Au- 
tokhana competition format. 
Autokhana combines autocross 
and gymkhana concepts where- 
in drivers are each tasked to 
navigate a complex course 
marked by traffic cones. Obsta- 
cles consist of slaloms, figure 8s 
and timed parking boxes. The 
competition’s ultimate goal is to 
get through the course at the 
fastest time with the least 
amount of mistakes. 

A total of 11 teams from differ- 
ent media outfits signed ир for the. 
challenge, each team composed of 
three rookie drivers. Rookie 
drivers are required to attend а 
one-day race clinic to be versed 
with proper seat position, steering 
techniques, footwork, car control, 
comering and balance. Veteran 
racers are to compete as individu- 
als and show off their polished 
driving skills. Competing partici 
pants include members from Busi- 
nessworld, Philippine Star, Manila 
Bulletin, Business Mirror, Manila 
Standard Today Top Gear, C! Mag- 
azine, Gadgets, AutoReview, Mo- 
toring Today Stoplight TV DZRH, 


DZMM, DWIZ, DZXL, Wave 89.1, 
NU 107 and autoindustriya.com. 
Joining the excitement are Honda 
executives racing under two Hon- 
da teams and members of Honda 
‘Club of the Philippines. 

"Now on its 9th season, Honda 
Media Challenge is up for another 
invigorating competition. Each 
round presents different course 
design to spice up the challenge. 
Each participant must apply strong 
mental concentration in memoriz- 
ing the track to know which direc- 
tion to go and do next.” said Amel 
Doria, Honda Cars Philippines 
Incs VP for marketing. 

Aside from spending a day of 
fun and relaxation with friends 
from the media, Honda Media 
Challenge aims to exhibit durabili- 
ty ease of handling and high quali- 
ty performance of Honda vehicles. 
Featured in this year's series is the. 
1.5 Honda Jazz. Equipped with 
the L5 УТЕС engine, the Honda. 
Jazz delivers powerful perfor- 
mance at all engine speeds by 
varying the timing and lifting of 
. Nimble and spirited quali- 
ties of the Jazz VTEC make it the 
perfect vehicle for the competi- 
tion. 

Official competition rounds for 
the 9th season of Honda Media 
Challenge are slated on Nov. 10, 
Nov. 24 and Dec. 8 at the FTI Com- 
plex grounds in Taguig. 


PINOY MEDIA CONGRESS YEAR 3 


ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp and 
Studio 23, in partnership with the 
Philippine Association of Communi- 
cation Educators (PACE) will hold 
the Pinoy Media Congress (PMC)- 
Year 3. This year PMC will have two 
phases. The first covered the Luzon 
‘and National Capital Region univer- 
sities and colleges and was staged 
оп Oct. 16 and 17 at the Far Eastern 
University (FEU), Manila, while the 
second will cover the Visayas and 
Mindanao schools, and will be done 
on Nov. 8 and 9 at the Claire Isabel 
McGill Luce Auditorium, Silliman 
University, Dumaguete City. PACE is 
an organization of communication 
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ga Development Foundation executive director 
Luis Oquinena and Globe head for sales and dis- 
tribution Bernie Llamzon. 


arts teachers and institutions which 
offer degrees in communication, 
broadcasting, journalism, advertis- 
ing and communication research. 
Shown are Ramon Osorio (head- 
corporate communications division 
of ABS-CBN) and professor Maria 
Mercedes Robles (PACE president) 
signing the memorandum of under- 
standing. The signing was wlt- 
nessed by: (standing from left) pro- 
fessor Grace Agoncillo (Miriam Col- 
lege), Cristina Stohner-Tan (ABS- 
CBN corporate affairs officer) 
Edgardo Wenceslao (ABS-CBN cor- 
porate affairs officer) and professor 
Lynda Garcia (Miriam College). 


HCPI INVITES AMATEUR 
photographers across the 
country owning year 2003 to 
present Honda City to join 
Honda's Photo-Essay Con- 
test. With the theme "Captur- 
ing Captivation," the compe- 
tition aims to seize precious 
and beyond compare mo- 
ments with the Honda City. 
Be it the couples first an- 
niversary, family's first out-of- 
town trip, graduation party 
or birthday celebration, the 
contest celebrates life's capti- 
vating moments spent with 
the Honda City. 

To join, submit two pho- 
tographs, essay composition 
with 150 to 400 words and 
photocopy of OR/CR as proof 
of ownership of Honda City. 
Entries may be submitted in 
three easy ways: online, e- 
mail, or snail mail. A special 
page on HPI‘ official website 
www.hondaphil.com is partic- 
ularly allocated for online sub- 
mission. Participants may also 
send entries by e-mailing 
pr@hondaphil.com or send- 
ing postal mail to Honda Cars 
Philippines Inc at 8/F Pacific 
Center Building, 33 San 
Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Cen- 
tes, Pasig City. For an entry to 
be valid, it must be submitted 
together with a duly accom- 
plished entry form which can 
easily be downloaded from 
wwwhondaphil.com. An en- 
try form requires contact in- 
formation of participant, title 
of entry and captions of pho- 
tographs submitted. Deadline 
of submission of entries is on 
Nov.30 

Participants may use either 
digital or analog format сат- 
eras in taking photographs. 


i-PODs at stake in City 
photo tilt 


Images may either be in color 
or in black and white. For digi- 
tal entries, photographs must 
have at least 200 dpi with a 
maximum file size of 2MB 
each. Photographs taken us- 
ing analog cameras must be 
submitted through snail mail, 
printed in BR size and with 
negatives pasted at the back of 
the prints. All official entries 
must not be manipulated or 
altered. 

"The Honda City has been 
part of the lives of the Filipinos 
throughout the years. The in- 
creasing number of photogra- 
phy enthusiasts in the country 
makes this photo-essay tilt the 
best opportunity to share your | 
celebrated moments with the 
Honda City. Show off your cre- 
ativity and tell us your story" 
Amel Doria, HCPI vice presi- 
dent for marketing, said. 

Exciting prizes await win- 
ning entries: an i-POD Video 
for 1st place, i-POD Мало for 
2nd place, and iPOD Shuffle 
for 3rd place. Plus, loads of ex- 
citing Honda premium items 
are in store for 10 non-win- 
ning entries and for the lucky 
online voter of the Most Popu- 
lar Entry. 

Winning photos will be 
judged based on: relevance to 
the theme (30 percent), сте- 
ativity (20 percent), selection 
and quality of photos (15 per- 
cent), essay content, literary 
style, composition (15 per- 
cent), uniqueness (5 percent), 
popularity (5 percent), and 
overall Honda City visual in- 
put (10 percent). 

For more details, log on to 
wwwhondaphiLcom or visit 
any Honda dealer nearest 
you. 


THESHROUD AT MALL OF ASIA 
] SM matriarch Felicidad Sy (front, center) leads the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony of the Philippine Exhibi- 


tion of the Mystery of the Shroud of Turin at SM 


of agreement are (from left) Noel 


VMUF gears for 50th Golden Anniversary 

SOME 20,000 ALUMNI AND BALIKBAYANS WHO GRADUATED FROM 
„ the Virgen Milagrosa University Foundation (УМОР) in San Carlos, Pan- 
gasinan, will converge on Feb. 8, 2008 when the university celebrates 
its 50th Golden Anniversary and Grand Alumni Homecoming. It is one 
of the fastest growing universities in the Far East region today strategi- 
cally located in the heart of San Carlos City in Pangasinan and about 
200 kilometers north of Manila. Dr. Angelo B. Juan, VMUF alumni rela- 
tions director and overall chair of the activity, expressed optimism that 
hundreds of graduates who are now employed abroad will come home 
to attend the university reunion. VMUF graduates are invited to visit the 
website at www.vmuf.edu.ph or e-mail vmufS0years@yahoo.com. 


1 май of Asia. Also shown are Lirio Sandoval, presi- 
dent, A-Z Direct Marketing, Bro. Terry Abella of 
The Holy One of the Lord Catholic Foundation; Lila. 
Yang, treasurer, Shroud Exhibits International inc 
(БЕП); Victoria Fuentes of the Pasay City gover- 
ment; Irene Lioren, president, SEII; Mo. Immacu- 
late Piedad, Holy Face Congregation. A the back, 
Steve Dods, consultant, SEII; Barrie Schwortz, of- 


ficial documenting photographer of the Shroud of 
Turin research project; and Tim Bautista, director, 
SEII. The 45-minute light and sound show features 
alife-size replica of the Shroud of Turin and over 
80 exhibit items from Schwortz collection. Itis 
ongoing until Dec. 9 at SM Mall of Asia. For more 
details, log on to www.shroudexhibits.ph. 
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December 30, 1924 - October 30, 2007 


RIZALINA OCAMPO - JAVIER 


peacefully joined her Creator last Tuesday at the age of 82. 


Her bereaved children, GEORGE & GLADIOLA, JACINTO & CELIA, EDWARD, 
PHILIP & MEL, FRANCIS & EDNA, ELIZABETH & JEFF, EVELYN & TITO, 
EMILIE & ERICK; grandchildren, LORD GEORGE & JOAN, ICA, ANN, MICHAEL, 
YSSA, KATE, PACO, MURIEL & CHIARA MARIE request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state in the Javier residence at 102 Aniban, Bacoor, Cavite. 


Interment will be at 3 o’clock in the afternoon of Saturday, 3rd of November 2007 
at Silangan Memorial Park, Bacoor, Cavite. 
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CLASSIFIEL 


We are the world’s largest air express transportation company, 
generally renowned for our progressive people culture, customer 
service technology and initiatives. We are looking for a: 


Manager, Controller 


Bachelor's degree in Business or related field, with MBA 
CPA or Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 

(АССА) member 

Sixto Eight (6-8) years experience in finance and accounting in a 
‘multinational organization, including management experience 


In Loving Memory 
Into your Hands 


1 commit my spirit; of 
Redeem me, O Lord, 
The God of truth 

= Psalm 31:5 


Veronica "Bing" E. Rodrigo 


Milagros "Milagring" EDEN 


Relatives und friends are invited to attend Holy Mass and pray for Bing on 
November 4, 2007. Masses wil be offered on that day at the following churches 


preferably in ай freight business Industry 

Familiar with US Generally Accepted Accounting 

Principles (GAAP) and Philippines Accounting Standard 

Familiar with Peoplesoft Accounting System 

‘Thorough knowledge of treasury and cash management 

and taxation, including understanding of ireight, duy/taxinvoicing 
process, collection and cash applications procedures 

Excellent skis in negotiation, process control and project 
management 


In view of the FedEx hub relocation, candidate is expected to coordinate 
with relevant departments and handle all accounting related matters in 
relation to the hub relocation. This position will be based in Subic Bay, and. 
will be available only until January 2009. 
This is an autonomous role offering great employee benefits. 
Remuneration willbe commensurate to experience and qualifications. 

Join the team that lives to deliver 

you are ready for this challenge, please forward your 

written application, stating position applied for, to: 
HR Services Office 
Bldg. 8045, Argonaut Hi-way 
Subic Bay international Airport 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone 
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арса ihe Panppnes 


@ DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND ENPLOYMENT 
& Regional Otice i 
Fi Annet b Pon Calamba Cy 


Tetas Nos (049) 545-0282 
November 2, 2007 
NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 
‘Note is horeby given inat the folowing companiosemployers have ted wih tis 
Regional Otice applicators for Alen Employment Perms 


Manucduc Tan 


of Aurora, Isabela 


peacefully joined her Creator on October 29, 2007 
at the age of 75. 


Her loving children Leoncio "Boy," Melencio “Sandy,” 
William (1), Aurora "Au," Milo and Benzon; 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and relatives request the 
pious readers to pray for her eternal rest and everlasting 
happiness. 


Her remains lie in state at Chapel 1, Funeraria Paz, Araneta, 
Quezon City. è 


Interment will be on Sunday, November 4, 2007 at the и 
Heritage Park, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig at 1:00 p.m 
Mass will be held at the Hope area. 


EDMUNDO M. VARONA 


[ИЙИ FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Tel. Nos. + 712.3001; 749-3806 011 


November, 2007 | witbe announced tor. 


ame and Address ame of Foreign 
of CompanyEmployer. NationaiCtzenship Position 


HONDA PARTS MANUFACTURING | Wr. Shinji Sasaki Азыз VP - Goar 
CORP. Japanese Рата Mantenarce 
Laguna Techopark, Bin Laguna Manager 


NESTLE PHILIPPINES, NC. 
So Nugan. Cabuyao, Laguna 


Tir Wan Ahmad Wizan Bin | Assistant Vico President 
Wan Nawang Malaysian ` | NGS AOA Accouning 
Operations Manager 


| KS, STANDARD CORPORATION | We. Dee Yoon Youn [President 
GEZ. Rosano, Cav (wo иту Korean 


"Loo have any nrmation/ojacton a the above-mentioned applications please 


Novenber3, 2007 
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SHIRLEY PANIT 
D Maing 


Our Lady of Mount Carme!» 945AM 
Brodway, New Manila, Quezon Cy 

Church of Christ The King 630M 
España, Quezon City 

Santuario de San Jose 615 AM. 
"Greenhills, Mandaluyong 

Christ The King Parish -~~ 600 AM. 

reenmeadows, Quezon City 
¢ Queen Parish. 600 AM 

Son Juan 

Mosi Нау Redeemer Parish 600M 
rito Hill Ext, Quezon City 

Our Lady of EDSA Shrine 8:00AM 
EDSA, Pasig 

Our Lady of Guadalupe. 600 AM. 
Guadalupe, Makani 

Sio. Domingo Chu 630AM 
Quezon Ave» Quezon Су 

астй Heart Parish 600M 
28 Seu. Yhundolazo, Quecon Ciy 

Si Jobn Bosco Parish 00 AM 
Pasay Road, Maka 

St John The Варіа Parish. 6:00AM 
‘Pinaglabanan, San Joa 

Samario de San Amonio S15 AM. 
Forbes, Makati 

Jerome Emiliani & St. Susana Parish 630M 
ATC, Avila Alabang 

Parish of St. James The Great. 630M 
vil Madang 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish swam 
Alahan 

Manita Cathedral 
pr 


d Renzo, her mother, Medy, tn, Dias an 
Boogie, her nieces and пере, grondieces nd. 

wish to express thor appreciation for he masses offered and dhe prayers sid lor 

ing, od ihe supper ud ends extended 10 e fum, bese past re years by 

ll hose who card for and ave her. Thankyou very much. 


ООО 
Kung, mala за wala, myo ay паби, 
Di ba talong pwedeng, ра tayo'y namatay, 
Sa из ng Diyos, ay muling mabuhay? 
Vorimesco soc Rodrigo, 
Pebrero 11, 1990 


communicate мил no Родопа! Decor 


(8o) ATTY, RICARDO S. MARTINEZ, SR., CESO M 
Regona Droctor 


СТУЛА | For your Classified Ads requirements, 


call our Classifieds Advertising 
Hotlines: 


Head Office: Makati: 
897-8425 (Telefax) 892.5578, 811-4961; 
899-4427, 897-8808 811-4370 
loc. 514, 516; Kalaw: 
899-4425; 525-5570 с. 150r 16 
Feil evan Sunday Cubao; атай: 
[өӊ “лө | [одоб 11 (Aurora) ^ 6350060800020 
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[2.80777 
You can now checkout more jobs 
| _ from JobMarket Libre everyday! 


of the slimy pit out of the mud and mire; 
He set my feef on thé rock aid gave me 
a firm place to stand, Psalm 40:1-2 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE HEALTHCARE SECTOR IS SEEN TO 
account for an increasing percentage of the. 
overall information technology spending in 
the country in the next three years. 

For 2007, IT spending in the country is 
seen to reach $1.3 billion. 

According to the latest study of Singa- 
pore-based Springboard Research, emerg- 
ing markets in Asia—including the Philip- 
pines—would account for ап increasing 
percentage of IT spending in the healthcare 
industry across the region. 

Based on Springboard estimates, these 
emerging markets represent 59 percent of 
the US$3.4-billion healthcare IT spending 
in Asia outside Japan in 2007. 

‘The research firm said this was expected 
to increase to 64 of total spending by 2010. 

“While it is no surprise to IT vendors that 
the emerging markets in Asia are growing 
quickly, the percentage of the total health- 
care IT spending could provide a surprise to 
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many vendors,” said Jonathan Silber, re- 
search manager for Springboard Research. 

Silber said that with the way the market 
was fragmented, vendors could not have a 
regional strategy and would need to be fo- 
cused on specific countries and solutions. 

Also, he said healthcare IT spending in 
the emerging markets of Asia was still very 
much a hardware-based play as these 
economies build their basic IT infrastruc- 
ture. 

A separate study made by New York- 
based Access Markets International Part- 
ners found that small and medium business 
in the six top Southeast Asian markets—in- 
cluding the Philippines—would spend at 
least $13 billion on IT in 2008. 

SMBs in the Philippines—defined as 
firms with up to 999 workers—are expect- 
ed to spend $1.3 billion on boosting their IT 
infrastructure this year, up 19 percent over 
2006. 

AMI-Partners said much of this spending 
will be driven by computing—which in- 
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IT spending in healthcare 
industry seen to increase 


dudes PCs, printers, peripherals and 
servers—as well as Internet-related invest- 
ments. 

Ruth Garin, AMI-Partners research ana- 
lyst, said most SMBs in the Philippines were 
boosting investments on computer hardware 
and Internetrelated technologies as they 
build the basic blocks of IT infrastructure. 

She said the two key reasons for the in- 
crease in IT spending was awareness and 
realization that IT would help boost busi- 
ness, and that IT would improve delivery of 
products and services. 

"In addition, strong competition among IT 
market players offers wider technology op- 
portunities for SMBs,” Garin said. “Ar the 
moment, the Philippines is one of the top five 
countries in the Asia-Pacific region outside of 
Japan with the fastest IT growth rates.” 

‘The study further showed that the bulk 
of the IT spending was coming from SMBS 
around the National Capital Region, ac- 
counting for more than half the total IT 
spend this year. 


WHERE NEIL GAIMAN READS FROM ONE OF HIS LATEST WORKS & ANSWERS YOUR QUERIES, 
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TO REGISTER AT THE VENUE MA p 


ook. RONING ош WITH NEIL GAIMAN. « 


EL CENTRO mo * NOVEMBER 24, 2007 Rear, 9 AM 


TICKETS AT Pi,500 (CASH BAGIS-ONLY) 
LUCRENAEHVLLALUNA AT 0915643604008 (02)7518152 . 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2007 


NEW CRANES ROLLOUT AT SOUTH HARBOR 

Port operator Asian Terminals Inc. (ATI) recently took delivery 
of three Mitsui Rubber Tired Gantry (RTG) cranes worth 

P180 million, to further raise efficiency at the Manila South Harbor 
and to prepare it for the rising demand of the growing economy. 


кир”. 


| 


— шалы ЗАД шд ше 


New investment 
agency proposed 


By Michelle V. Remo 


A BILL THAT SEEKS TO CREATE THE IN- 
dustrial Development Board (IDB), an 
agency that will be mandated to improve 
the country's investment climate, was filed 
recently with the Lower House. 

Mouse Bill No. 2530, authored by Quiri- 
no Rep. Junie Evangelista Cua, provided 
that the IDB would assume the regulatory 
functions of the Board of Investments 
which, in turn, would focus on promoting 
the Philippines as an investment site. 

The author believes that having a gov- 
emment body focused on regulation and 
another on promotion will help improve 
the country’s investment climate. 


Regulatory body 

The proposed body, which will be an at- 
tached agency of the Department of Trade 
and Industry, would be composed of seven 
governors, namely: The trade secretary, 
trade undersecretaries for industry and in- 
vestments group and international trade, 
three private-sector representatives and 
the IDB director general. 

‘The IDB will also be responsible for the for- 
mulation of the so-called "national frame- 
work for industrial development (NFID)." It 
will promulgate rules, regulations and poli- 
cies on the granting of fiscal incentives to 
IDB-registered enterprises, and determine 
the government's investments priorities plan 
(IPP), the list of government preferred busi- 
ness activities and projects that are entitled to 
fiscal incentives. 

The bill states that an IPP's validity will 
be consistent with the duration of the Medi- 
um Term Philippine Development Plan 
(MTPDP) and Medium Term Philippine In- 
vestments Plan (MTPIP), both prepared by 
the National Economic and Development 
Authority. This amends the current practice 
of changing the IPP every year. 


SME assistance 

The other functions of the IDB, as stated 
under the bill, are as follow: Assist micro 
and small enterprises in the preparation of 
feasibility and other pre-investment project 
study; process and approve, deny, suspend, 
or revoke applications for registration; es- 
tablish a mediation center for disputes be- 
tween registered enterprises; and restrict 
importation or exportation of any equip- 
ment, raw materials, intermediate or fin- 
ished goods as it deems necessary to man- 
age resources and supply in the country, 

Some incentives provided in the bill are sim- 
ilar to those enjoyed by BOl-registered firms. It 
is, however, giving better incentive package for 
export-oriented firms which includes an eight- 
year income tax holiday and exemption from 
value-added tax on goods purchased locally. 


Generous perks 

The bill also provides that a registered 
activity or project may qualify for a prefer- 
ential income tax rate of 15 percent after its 
income tax holiday privilege has lapsed. 

The bill also seeks to exempt microenter- 
prises from local taxes. 

“All things constant, incentives become ma- 
terial and determinative of investment deci- 
sions,” Cua said in the bills explanatory note. 

Cua raised the country's need to boost in- 
vestments, citing the 2006 World Invest- 
ment Report which indicated that the Philip- 
pines attracted only $2.34 billion in foreign 
direct investments last year The amount 
paled in comparison with investments that 
entered Singapore ($24.055 million), Thai- 
land ($10.756 million), Malaysia ($6.06 bil- 
lion) and Indonesia ($5.556 million). 
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Own a unit at Avant at The Fort | 
with prices starting at il 
P 11,650.00/month* 
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Business Features Editor Margie Quimpo-Espino 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


HOUSEWIFE MILAGROS REYES 
counts herself as one of the esti- 
mated 40 million Filipinos classi- 

fied as “poor.” 

But Reyes, who did not even 
get to finish high school, decided 
to do something about her plight, 

which was why she grabbed the 
opportunity in 2004 to borrow 

P5,000 from the microfinancing program 

of the Bagong Henerasyon Foundation. 
Reyes, who had to help her husband put 

food on the table for their family of six, 
used the money to expand her small busi- 
ness selling packed lunches near a school in 

Masambong, Quezon City. 

When she paid off the loan after six 
months, she borrowed another Р5,000 to 


FOR THOSE WHO LIKES wr 
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Demand for Prime Green on the ri 


Don’t miss out on the opportunity to own a unit at Avant at The Fort, 
perhaps the last remaining prime green living space in Bonifacio 
Global City’s Crescent Park West. 


Call 838 0558 • 837 3851 


Skills, little cash loan 
enough to grow a business 


Arecipient of microfinancing relates 
how a P5,000 loan has helped her succeed 


further grow her business and venture into 
selling other food products like puto bum- 
bong, a delicacy popular during the Christ- 
mas Dawn Masses. 

‘When she paid off that loan, she got an- 
other to buy a pig, which she sent home to 
the province for her siblings to take care of 
and eventually earn from. 

Recently, she got her fourth loan worth 
P7,000 and she diversified into selling 
Christmas decorations to students. 


No longer difficult 

She is happy to say that after more than 
three years of running her own businesses, 
it is no longer so difficult for her and her 
family to eat three square meals a day and 
have enough left over to put in the bank. 

Her husband and her children help in the 
business and they all get paid a salary. 


. AWORLDOFDIFERENCE. / 
The Aveo Sedan. Ride smoothly with style. 


Test dise today al your nearest Chevrolet dealer: MAKATI 894-1976, 867-8183 to 87 * QUEZON AVENUE 374-1250 TO 59 » SHAW 535-4944, 533-6349, 533-8775, 533-1263 


PASIG 672-1612 to 14, 672-1486 « ALABANG 771-1206 to 09 + NORTH'EDSA 374-9992 to 97, 374-9963 * MANILA 564-0129 e CEBU (032) 234-0426 to 29 « PAMPANGA (045). 
963-3333, (045) 860-2000 « DAVAO (082) 300-2777, (082) 235-3811 = DAGUPAN (075) 523-7777, (075) 523-1835, (075) 515-5577 « ILOILO (032) 3374640 « BACOLOD (034) 
vwow.chevralt.com.ph 


708-2488 * LAGUNA (632) 6992458, (046) 4301606, 


Avail of Chevrolet gift coupons/certificates worth P20,000 
when you buy the Aveo Sedan MT. Now thru Nov. 


30, 2007. 
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"I'm happy because I am now able to 
give gifts worth P500 to my children dur- 
ing Christmas, unlike before when I can 
only manage to give them P100 each," 
Reyes told the Inquires in Filipino. 

“I also now have P10,000 in the bank 
and my dream is to rest for a while and 
enjoy my success," she added in Filipino. 


Same experience 

Quezon City Councilor Bernadette 
Herrera-Dy said she wants more of her 
poor constituents to experience the same 
success through microfinance. 

She said the project was close to her 
heart because her father also got his first 
break in business through microfinance. 

"My father was once a newspaper boy 
who got his capital from a small loan ex- 
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* 14 DOHC engine with VGIS 

* 4 channel anti-lock brake system 

+ Dual airbags • Euro ride suspension 
* 60/40 rear seat split 
+14" alloy wheels 
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Scholastic International 
president visits schools 


HUGH ROOME, PRESIDENT OF 
global childrens book publisher 
Scholastic International, visited 
Scholastic Uno High School, Pl 

pine Cultural High School, and Chi- 
nese International School Aug. 7. 
The three schools have recently 
forged partnerships with Scholastic 
Philippines to implement the 
Preschool Literacy Program (PLP) 
and the Assessment and Enrich- 
ment Program (AEP) among their 
students. Roome met the schools’ 
owners and students, visited the 
preschool departments, and inau- 
gurated the Reading Center at Uno 
High School. 

“Tes exciting to work around the 
‘world in the endeavor of helping chil- 
dren learn to read, and helping par- 
ents and teachers teach those chil- 
dren,” says Roome. “This is an assur- 
ance that all around the world, there 
are thoughtful people who have dedi- 
cated their lives to education.” 

“In the schools, I think the most 
exciting thing is simply the chil- 
dren,” he added. "I saw today class- 
rooms that were so well-managed, 
and I can see that the children are 
interested in learning, are very re- 
sponsible, and the teachers have 
the skills to enable those children to 
have rich futures.” 

Roome believes that Scholastic 
International can play a big role in 
improving the reading skills of chil- 
dren in developing countries such 
as the Philippines. He notes that for 
90 years since its inception, 
Scholastic has been dedicated to 
helping children read. “We're able 


asa global company to take the best 
ideas, the best practices in teaching 
and learning from everywhere on 
the planet, and bring them to bear 
against the opportunity of having a 
better method for learning. And 1 
think that we are going to learn as 
much from the Philippines, as we 
are able to bring ideas to the Philip- 
pines about learning from other 
parts of the world.” Roome ob- 
serves that while Filipino teachers 
work primarily traditional 
methods, they are nonetheless very 
receptive to new ideas. “What I see 
in the schools are knowledgeable, 
dedicated people who are working 
in an environment where they are 
using traditional tools, but they're 
very open-minded about the new 
tools that we can bring from other 
parts of the world. I believe that in a 
place like the Philippines, there will 
be new answers to ways of teaching 
children, which will combine the 
old methods with the new technolo- 
gies.” 

However, Roome is careful to 
note that computer-assisted learn- 
ing is not a universal remedy for all 
the challenges of education. “I don't 
think that digital learning is a 
panacea that answers all of the 
problems in the classroom. We all 
believe that it is strong teacher 
training and motivation, matched 
with technology, and very impor- 
tantly, matched with parental in- 
volvement and the whole education 
process, that will give us the best 
method.” 

Scholastic Philippines has recent- 


ly pioneered school reading pro- 
grams such as the PLP and the AEP 
in partnership with Uno High 
School, Philippine Cultural High 
School, and the Chinese Interna- 
tional School. Both programs are 
anchored on the principle of en- 
couraging children to read by 
matching them to books that are 
appropriate and enjoyable for 
them, while also developing their 
critical reading skills. "What we see 
in these classrooms is a great com- 
bination of helping the children de- 
velop the critical skills for literacy, 
but at the same time, preserving 
their energy and creativity related 
to an ability to read.” 

According to Roome, the Philip- 
pines is one of Scholastic's most im- 
portant future markets. "This coun- 
try could be one of the world's most. 
important centers for knowledge 
workers, as opposed to laborers. 
The path for that to happen for the 
Philippines is really through educa- 
tion, Roome says. "And we see 
signs in so many places, in private 
schools and government schools, of 
a real energy to accomplish that 
goal.” 

“Our hope is that we can help in 
important ways the Filipino people 
realize the destiny of professional 
life and economic security, and the 
joys of health and welfare by focus- 
ing on developing literacy and 
school advancement. With this in 
mind, we are trying to help provide 
the materials to teachers and to li- 
braries and school classrooms that 
will support that mission.” 


SSM: Educating about the ‘global village’ 


IN AN INCREASINGLY GLOBAL- 
ized world, schools have to change 
how their learners are educated. 
Young learners will have to be 
equipped with critical values to bet- 
ter understand the world-to better 
understand the realities, people 
and culture they will interact with. 
Their choices in life tomorrow will 
be far different than those their par- 
ents made yesterday. Their success 
will therefore depend on the wis- 
dom behind the choices they make. 
‘Singapore School Manila (SSM) 
has a reputation for understanding 
the global village we live in. The 
SSM curriculum is "alive", which 
means it is continuously enriched 
and based on the latest research and 
best practices to ensure that the nec- 
essary skills are imbibed in the pro- 
grams that are run in the school. 
SSM educators are experienced 
and passionate. They aim to bring 
out the best in their learners by giv- 
ing enjoyable and fun activities ap- 
propriate for their intelligence. 
Their goalis to prepare children to 
exist in a world where values lie in 
information dissemination and com- 


munication. They create a conducive 
environment to encourage pupils to 
think out of the box, be more en- 
trepreneurial, innovative and for 
them to make a success of their ca- 
reers considering the different tal- 
ents and aspirations of their pupils, 

Following the curriculum and ed- 
ucational trends of schools in Singa- 
pore, SSM students are made to pre- 
pare for the internationally recog- 
nized educational qualification, the 
International General Certificate of 
Secondary Education (IGCSE). This 
qualification is accredited by the 
University of Cambridge Local Ex- 
amination Syndicate and is a prereq- 
wisite for entry to tertiary institu- 
tions in America, Europe and Aus- 
tralia. 

SSM believes that for a school to 
be successful, emphasis has to be 
placed on personal character and 
then academic excellence. The two 
main long-term goals in SSM are, 
therefore, character formation and 
bringing the best out in each and ev- 
ery pupil in an international envi- 
ronment. In SSM, they have high ex- 
pectations of their students. 


The SSM curriculum emphasizes 
the following essential qualities that 
all SSM students work towards: Un- 
derstanding the importance of doing 
“higher thinking” in all subjects; re- 
spect for the home country and the 
family unit; willingness to serve the 
interest of the larger community; 
high regard and thirst for a holistic 
education; understanding and em- 
bracing Information Technology 
(IT); personal integrity and disci- 
pline; appreciation of a multicultur- 
al and multireligious world, and; 
appreciation of the environment 
within which they live. 

Now on its second year, SSM has 
students who come from more than 
11 countries, providing truly an in- 
ternational environment for learn- 
ing and sharing. 

“SSM seeks partnerships with ev- 
ery member of the school communi- 
ty to ensure that its learners become 
global citizens. 

‘Singapore School Manila is locat- 
ed at Paseo de Magallanes, Makati 
City For more information, call 851- 
1221 or 851-0022, or log on to 
wwrwsingaporeschoolmanila.com, 


Call for entries to “Пам ng 
Pasko’ lantern parade 


MAX’S PARTIES RAFFLE WINNER 


Miriam de Leon (2nd from lett) of 
Ilocos Norte, along with son Justin, 
receives a P25,000 Toy Kingdom 
shopping spree gift certificate as 
monthly winner of the Max's Parties 


and Functions Toyota Avanza Treat 
promo. Also shown are, left, Mari 
cris Sunga of Toy Kingdom and 
Marc San Juan, assistant marketing 
manager of Max's. 


Phil Food Expo 7 to highlight regional food 


THE PHILIPPINES BOASTS OF A 
rich variety of food products be- 
cause of the abundance of its natu- 
Tal resources. There are thousands 
of equally exciting and delectable 
food products that are only en- 
joyed locally, but deserve their 
places in the international niche. 
Discover these and mora as the 
Philippine Food Processors and 
Exporters Organization (Philfood- 
ех) Ine, the country's biggest um- 
brella organization of local food 
processors and exporters, holds 
the 7th Philippine Food Expo at the 


‘SM Megatrade Halls, SM Mega- 
‘mall from Jan. 31 to Feb. 3, 2008, 
This year's edition wil highlight re- 
gional food products and services 
through the "First Regional Food 
айг” The event is supported by the 
Department of Agriculture, DTI, 
SM Megamall, Philexport, Philex- 
Im, and the Buy Pinoy Movement 
of the Federation of Filipino Chi- 
nese Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry. Interested exhibitors can 
call event organizer Cut Unlimited 
at 687-0654/687-2955 or e-mall 
cut&pldtásl.net. 


THE CULTURAL CENTER OF THE PHILIP- 
pines (CCP), in partnership with the Manila 
Broadcasting Co (MBC), mounts "Pamaskong 
Pinoy", a unique Filipino Christmas celebration 
slated at the CCP grounds from Deo. 18 to 22. 

Highlights include "Ilaw ng Pasko”, a lantern 
float parade, back to back with a choral compe- 
tition among children's choirs In Metro Manila, 

CCP and MBC thus invite colleges, universi- 
ties, and technical institutes specifically offer- 
Ing Fine Arts, Engineering or Architecture pro- 
grams to join the lantern-float parade. 

А maximum of 12 entries will be accepted 
ona first-come, first-served basis upon recelpt 
of the registration form, with each school limit- 
‘ed to only one entry. Under the guidance of the 
class advisors, floats must be constructed by 
the students to depict the theme "Paskong 
Pinoy", and must be dominated by the use of 
lights. These floats will be paraded on all 
nights from Dec. 18 to 22 around the CCP 
complex. 

Participating school groups will be given a 
subsidy of P75,000 for each float, Inclusive of 
all requlrements such as the truck and genera- 
tor set. The champion team will receive. 
P200,000 plus a trophy and other gifts cour- 
tesy of Star City, while 2nd and 3rd runners up 
will receive P100,000 and P50,000 respective- 
у. 

Entries will be judged according to adher- 
ence to theme (30 percent), design and con- 
сарі (35 percent), and technical workmanship 
(85 percent) 

For complete contest mechanics and other 
details, call Eloi Baltazar at 832-6125. 
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ICS-PS 58TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


The International College of Surgeons-Philippine 
Section (ICS-PS) is holding its 38th annual con- 
vention from Nov. 29 to Deo. 1 at the Hyatt Casino. 
and Hotel, Pedro Gil corner MH Del Pilar, Malate, 
Manila. With the theme ‘Keep thé Torch Burning: 
Success Towards Significance’, the 3-day conven- 
tion aims to impart new knowledge and updates in. 
the realm of surgery and its allied specialties. Spe- 
cial guests to grace the opening ceremonies are 
former President Fidel V. Ramos and Mayor Alfre- 
do Lim. Presidents of different prestigious medi- 
cal and surgical societies will honor the event. 


There will also be five foreign and numerous 
homegrown speakers to give lectures and interac- 
tive sessions. For more inquiries, call the ICS-PS 
at 928-1190. Shown are the ICS-PS executive. 
council 2006-2007. Standing, from left: Drs Ricar- 
do Fulgencio Il treasurer; Ernesto Acosta (gover- 
пог); Teresita Ortin-Ollver (governor); Jesus Sison 
Jr (secretary), and Delmer Gensolin (regent). 
‘Seated: Drs Placido Calimag Jr (vice president); 
Nicasio Salang Jr (president); and Edwin Argon: 
(president-elect). Dr. Antonio Cablgas is also gov- 
етог of the 2006-2007 executive council. 


А SERIES OF LECTURES ON THE DIF- 
ferent how tos of investing in real estate 
will be conducted by Urban Institute of 
Real Estate for prospective investors, de- 
velopers, landowners and realty profes- 
sionals who.are expected to gain suffi- 
cient insights and confidence to finally 
implement proposed real estate invest- 
ments. As real estate is. now booming, 
participants will learn the ABCs of real 
estate principles and avoid costly mis- 
takes that were normally suffered by in- 
experienced investors, and thus guiding 
them to a pleasant and successful real es- 
tate business 

Numerous issues concerning real es- 
tate investment such as opportunities, 
Joint Ventures, government rules, proper- 
ty management, taxation and marketing 
‘would be discussed in this series of semi- 
nars which would be conducted from 
1:30 to 6 p.m., Nov. 26, 28, Dec. 3, 5, 7 
andlO at the Maximo Function Room, 
Max's Restaurant, 2nd Level, Gateway 
Mall, Araneta Center, Cubao, City. 

The topics, which may be attended 
separately and are all stand alone are as 
follows: Nov. 26-Investing in Real Estate: 


The how tos of real estate investing - 


Opportunities, Techniques and What are ' 
Needed to Learn before Investing; Nov. 
28-How to Start and Manage А Success- . 
ful Real Estate Brokerage Company; Dec. 
3-Joint Ventures and Syndications for Re- 
al Estate Projects; Dec. 5-Management of 
Rental Properties: How to Maximize In- 
come of Rental Properties; Dec. 7-Mak- 
ing Big Money in Distressed Properties; ` 
and Dec. 10-Taxation of Real Estate Sales 
and other Transactions. 

This lecture series is accredited by DTI 
for CEP compliance and will have as lec- 
turer engineer Enrico S. Cruz, who has 
more than 40 years in real estate, engi- 
neering, construction, management and 
education. Cruz is also a licensed real es- 
tate consultant and 1st and 8th placer in 
the real estate appraiser's and broker's 
board examinations respectively and 
was invested as a "Real Estate Fellow" by 
the Philippine Council of Real Estate Ed- 
uucators, 

For other details or advance registra- 
tion, Urban Institute may be reached at 
681-0928, 796-8019 or 0916-4269174 
or 0921-6839431 or e-mail urbanet@pa- 
cific.net.ph. 


BLACKBEARD’S SEAFOOD ISLAND NOW OPEN 


Blackbeard's Seafood Island is now open at East- 
wood City, Libis. It now joins its other branches at 
Fiesta Market! Market! In Fort Bonifacio Global 
City and at Shopwise Arcade, Araneta Center, 
Cubao. Its menu categories include pica-pica, 

ps and salads, hot plates (sizzling/assorted 
sisig), kinilaw, seafood in fisherman's sour broth, 
crabs a la carte, crabs by the basket, fresh. 
Visayan blue crabs/California crabs, oysters and 
clams, barbecue and deep fried ‘tippings’, 
Seafood rice, vegetables and desserts. Seafood 
Island's all-time favorite Boodle Feast comes 
complete with rice and grilled seafood selections, 
and placed in a 3-square-foot wooden tray lined 
with banana leaves. Sharing has never been this 


HEAVEN ’N EGGS NEW PLATE 
Heaven 'n Eggs’ All-Day Classics, Asian Big 
Plates, pastas, sandwiches, French toasts, wraps, 
heavenly pancakes, Heaven's waffles, steaks, 
lunch and dinner baskets, omelets and scram- 
bles, salads, soups and appetizers. Heaven 'N 


fun, For reservations, call 913-5701, 886-7692, 
or 913-2694. 


Eggs dinner baskets, Steak Fingers ‘n Calamari 
Rings, Heaven's Fish 'N Chips Basket. These are 
all mouth-watering offerings of Heaven 'N Eggs 
located at the СКВ Bullding in Tomas Morato, 
Quezon City (376-2674), ground floor Glorietta 4 
(818-2792), Fuente Circle in Eastwood City (912- 
1172) and Market! Market! (889-3791) and Tri 
noma Mall North Triangle, Quezon City (901- 
3608). There's more. Heaven 'N Eggs also offers 
the Basket of Chickies, Brazil vs Germany, Chick- 
en Teriyaki and Tempura Basket. A must try is 
Heaven's Garden Salad with shrimp and man- 
darin oranges, Oriental Chicken Salad, Chilled 
Fusilli Salad with Calamari, Grilled Chicken 
Caribbean and Fiesta Salad. 


CEBUANA LHUILLIER PROVIDES HEALTHCARE PLAN 


With the recent memorandum of agreement 
signing between Cebuana Lhuillier and Maxicare 
HealthCare Corp, the pawnshop company and 
its affiliate companies continue to grant its em- 
ployees a health maintenance and illness pre- 
vention plan provided by the HMO now on its 


3rd year. Shown is Maxicare president Jose Pas- 
tor Puno shaking hands with Cebuana Lhuillier > 
СЕО and president Jean Henri Lhulllier with. 
Maxicare chief actuary Vic Tanjuakio and Cebi 
na Lhuillier chief administrative officer Miko 
Jimenez. 
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Marketing Leadership Ur 


"MARKETING IS A WAY OF LIFE, A PHI- 
losophy of doing business so it must 
pervade an entire organization. Mar- 
keting enhances the value proposition. 
ofa company or brand, product or ser- 
vice to convince prospective con- 
sumers to prefer one's brand against 
‘the competition, influence their atti- 
tude and drive behavior: Thus, market- 
Jing is what any entity must do. 

_ Leadership, on the other hand, is 
‘what any entity must have so that the 
‘concept of Marketing Leadership con- 
pists of an entity that is consistently 
‘smarketing-driven, consumer-focused 
‘and customer-oriented. This is borne 
out of a deep respect for the principle 
that the consumer is king. The con- 
‘sumer is the boss, not your superior, 
because ultimately, the consumer has 
the power to fire even the chair of the 
board. 

1f an entire organization exercises 
Marketing Leadership, then it is bound 
to produce Leadership Marketing, 
characterized by sound strategy and 
excellent execution, salient brands 
built on strong brand positioning state- 
ments, superior or innovative services 
or product and package offerings, pric- 
ing that presents attractive value-for- 
money (not necessarily cheap), inte- 
grated marketing communications 
consisting of world-class advertising 
campaigns that are brought to life be- 
low-the-line via experiential market- 
ing events, and availability that pro- 
vides the right product or service at the 
right time, at the right place and in the. 
right quantity. 

Ultimately, a company characterized 
by Marketing Leadership produces 
Leadership Marketing in the market- 
place which then leads to the ultimate 
reward of Market Leadership for a 
brand. 

Here are 12 Principles of Marketing 
Leadership: 

1. Do your homework Study. Read. 
Watch. Learn. Listen. To the 4 Cs—con- 
sumers, competitors, customers, com- 
pany—Sales, R&D, suppliers, friends 
and even foes. Be market-oriented, 
consumer-driven and fact-based. 
Know global best practices. Study the 
history of your industry, company and 
brand—those who do not appreciate 
the past are doomed to repeat it. Do 
your SWOT. 

2. Invest in research--If you think 


Take it to the 
next level. 
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1. Do your homework. 


the price of education is expensive 
Gie., research), imagine the cost of ig- 
norance. But while research is vital, it 
can only facilitate, not replace, deci- 
sion-making. I believe in research but 
not in researching everything, because 
gut feel, judgment and wisdom im- 
prove over time. Apply research to seg- 
ment markets and focus on the most 
appropriate segment to attract. 

3. Take it to the next level—In all as- 
pects of the marketing mix. Get better 
every year and every day. Live the 
Olympic spirit: Faster, higher, 
stronger. World-class marketing 
is “Excellent quality at cyber- 
speed and at least cost.” Án- 
drew  Camegie said, 
"Learn to say ‘No’ to the 
good, so you can say ‘Yes’ 
to the best!" 

4. Reinforce brand eq- 
wity—Via excellent mar- 


keting programs and 
communication cam- 
paigns that build on 


strong brand positioning 
statements which are impor- 
tant, specific and unique for 
consumers and anchored on 
in-depth insight that is supe- 
rior to the competition. 

Classic examples that 
have crossed boundaries 
and endured time are 
Marlboro's “Come to 
where the flavor is. Come 
to Marlboro Countyl," 
Singapore Airlines "Singa- 
pore Girl—A great way to fly,” Nike's 
"Just do it," "Intel Inside," Master- 
card's “Priceless,” the Absolute Vodka 
bottle, Avis’ “We Try Harder.” Visa's 

“All it takes” and Fedex’s “We de- 

liver" are great regional 

campaigns. 

Locally, we have Safe. 

guard's "Skin-Germ Pro- 
$ tection,” Alaska Milk's 
“Walang Tatalo sa Alas- 
ka," Jollibee's “Langhap 
Sarap,” San Miguel Beer's 
“Iba Ang May Pinagsama- 
han" and Surf's “Wais si 
Lumen.” 
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5. Reinvent your 
brand—Constanty but 
without losing your 


brand's essence or DNA. 
Sterling examples would 
be Apple's “Think Differ- 
ent" mantra (Mac, 
iPod, iPhone), Nike's 
“Just do it" and Adidas’ 
"Impossible is Noth- 
ing,” McDonald's “I'm 
loving it,” offering 
healthier choic- 


D 
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es, and Levi's latest Copper Collection. 
The key is delivering the same message 
but in a refreshingly new and rele- 
vant way. 

6. Do more with less—Focus on 
raising productivity of your bud- 
get. Demand world-class, effec- 
tive advertising from your cre- 
ative agency. Require cost-effec- 
tive strategies, plans and buying 
from your media outfit, Restore 
credibility in advertising via adver- 
tising that sells or “work that 
works.” Turn PR into a competitive 
advantage because it is more credible 
vs commercial advertising. 

Bear in mind some brands do not 
even have any advertising (Starbucks, 
Google, Viagra and the Body Shop). 
Forge strategic partnerships with сот 
plementary products/brands to maxi- 
mize synergies, cross-sell and share 
costs. 

7. Think creatively—To offer cre- 
ative solutions to a variety of market- 
ing issues and business problems. For 
instance, when Pepsi lost the US cola 
wars to Coke, they turned their atten- 
tion to noncarbonated beverages, buy- 
ing Gatorade and Tropicana, and tying 


7. Think creatively. 


up with Unilever for Lipton tea and 
with Starbucks for Fraps. As a result, 
they were able to convert their failure. 
in colas to success in Non-Carbs, Frito- 
Lay's savory snacks and fastfood (KFC, 
Pizza Hut, Taco Bell) 

8, Priorize your options—Apply the 
basic principle of economics, i.e., opt 
mum allocation of scarce resources. 
Pick your battles. Be decisive. Which. 
geography do we compete in? Which 
industry, category, brand? Which do I 
priorize among the 4P's, ATL vs BTL, 
Production vs Media, Consumer vs 
Trade promotions? 

9. Take calculated risks—Learn from 
mistakes as much as from successes 
Even John Gokongwei is happy with 1 
home run out of 5 "swings" at bat. 
When in doubt, test with consumers. 
Learn from mistakes committed By 
others, e.g., physicians conduct post- 
mortems or mortality conferences if а 
patent dies in their care so other 
physicians may learn from the experi- 
ence for future reference. 

10. Expand your horizons—Think 


beyond your industry to learn and 
"practice" your principles because 
you are talking to the same con- 
sumer. For instance, if you are 
engaged in the FMCG industry, 
study marketing and communi- 
cations campalgns of fashion, re- 
tail, real estate, banking, pre-need 
plans, media, telecommunications 
(service or units), automobile and 
transportation, or appliances. 

Go beyond your borders. Travel to 
advanced markets and spend time ob- 
serving consumers. I guarantee you 
will learn immensely for local adapta- 
tion. 

11. Leadership—Bring out the best 
in your people to enable them to bring 
out the best in your brands. An ex-col- 
Teague at P&G once advised, “The hap- 
piest manager is one who has under 
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him managers more able than him- 
self.” 

12. Integrate and synthesize all 
components of the business and con- 
stituencies of your organization —If 
you wish to master marketing, be a 
salesman, a promotion girl, a mer- 
chandiser. Go on sales training to gain 
experience and respect from your sales 
force and trade customers. Understand 
the principles of manufacturing and 
engineering, purchasing, warehousing 
and logistics. Work with your Finance 
and Accounting by knowing your P&L, 
balance sheet and cash flow state- 
ment. 

‘These are the 12 principles of Mar- 
keting Leadership that will produce 
Leadership Marketing and ultimately 
redound to Market Leadership for your 
product or service. 


2. Investin 
research. 


THIS WEEK, WE GIVE THE STAGE TO 
Martin Roll, author of Asian Brand 
Strategy published by John Wiley & 
Sons. MarketingRx interviewed the 
brand guru at the recently concluded 
Global Brand Forum held in Singa- 
pore. Joining us were a Filipino coffee 
entrepreneur who is on the verge of 
global success and a seasoned Filipino 
brand consultant based in Singapore 
(we will introduce them when we 
come out with the interview in this 
column) who got free branding ad- 
vice from Roll. 

While we're in the process of tran- 
scribing and editing the interview, 
here's an “appetizer” from Roll, which 
serves as an introduction to the up- 
coming interview/forum with the Fi 
ipino coffee entrepreneur. 

For more branding articles, visit 
Martin Roll's blog—there’s lots of 
good stuff there for branding execu- 
tives and you can even get a free chap- 
ter from his book. Go visit asianbrand- 
strategy.com if you want more. 


Here's Roll 
China , with its huge customer base 
and an ever-growing economy, is at- 


Martin Roll on Costa Coffee: 


tracting companies from across the 
globe to set up shop. 

Many well known Western brands 

have entered Chiria and many others 
are maling a beginning. One thing 
that has emerged as a common factor 
from the experiences of all these com- 
panies is that China is a tough place 
for Western companies to do business 
in. 
Many factors make the going tough 
in China bur the most important опе 
is the difficulty in understanding the 
local culture and preference of local 
customers. Being a quintessentially 
collectivistic society, China is com- 
pletely different from the Western 
world and this creates some obvious 
challenges. 

To overcome these challenges, 
many companies opt for either joint 
venture or strategic alliance route to 
establishing their business in China. 
Costa Coffee, the British coffee brand 
is the latest addition to the list of such 
companies, 

Costa Coffee is part of the British 
leisure group Whitbread. With 
around 500 coffee stores in the UK 
and another 150 around Europe and 
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Battle of the brands 
isonin China 


the Middle East, Costa Coffee has 
been a brand to reckon with in that re- 
gion. 

But compared to the global market 
leader Starbucks that entered China 
in 1998 and already has around 180 
outlets in China, Costa Coffee entered 
the Chinese market in December 
2006. 

Unlike Starbucks, Costa Coffee en- 
tered into a joint venture with the 
Yueda Group based in Jiangsu 
province. The logic for such a partner- 
ship is quite simple—the Costa Coffee 
brand being a new entrant to the Chi- 
nese market would take a long time if 
it went alone but a partnership with a 


Can an alliance take on a global brand in China? 


local company would allow Costa 
Coffee to leverage the partners 
knowledge of the local market and 
customers. 

As attractive as it may sound, 
such partnerships do come with a 
price. 

Costa's future in China will depend 
heavily on its partner. Currently it is 
the Yueda group that will drive Cos- 
ta's business, With its Italian image їп 
Europe, Costa aspires to capture that 
very Italian aura in the Chinese mar- 
ket as well. 

But such a strategy raises a very 
crucial question about brand experi- 
ence. One of the reasons that cus- 
tomers pay a premium to consume 
coffee at a café is for the experi- 
ence. 

Chinese customers, especially їп af- 
fluent cities such as Shanghai would 
aspire to identify with a global brand 
portraying a global image. Starbucks 
has been fairly successful in exploit- 
ing such a customer need. 

Costa Coffee, with its Chinese part- 
ner, could face the risk of customizing 
the brand a bit too much. Such a step 
would jeopardize Costa's market aspi- 


rations, Even though the joint venture 
could allow Costa Coffee to under- 
stand the market faster, it would have 
to tread its path carefully. 

It would be interesting to watch 
Costa's future path, given that Star- 
bucks plans to expand in China very 
aggressively in the coming years and 
open thousands of new stores year- 
ly. 

Who wins in the war between а 
global brand and a joint venture be- 
tween a European brand and a Chi- 
mese company is ultimately for the 
Chinese customer to decide. 

But as long as Costa Coffee ensures. 
that its brand essence and experience 
is not compromised, Starbucks can 
expect some competition. 

(Martin Roll (www.martinroll.com) 
is the CEO of VentureRepublic, a lead- 
ing strategic advisory firm on branding 
excellence, and the author of Asian 
Brand Strategy. He was a featured 
speaker at the Global Brand Forum 
held in Singapore. Visit www.global- 
brandforum.org for more information 
on next year's forum. Keep your ques- 
tions coming. Send them to us at Mar- 
ketingRx@pldtDSL.net.) 
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umony what? 


It’s а new Korean invention that promises 
to help users shed off excess fat without 
necessarily going on a diet or exercise 


û By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


i HO KNEW INVESTING 
in a slimming machine 
: could not only help in 


winning the battle of the bulge but 
also keep your bank account happy 
4 and fat? 
Judy Oum, a Korean national, only want- 
«ed to shed off the excess weight she gained 
* during her pregnancy. Last year, when she 
gave birth to a healthy baby boy, Matthew, 
+ her waistline ballooned to 37 from 33 inch- 
es, Her weight shot up from 56 to 65 kilos. 
Tewas not until she came across Humony, 
a slimming and medical machine from Ko- 
rea, that Oum regained her figure to its 
original slim and healthy form. 

She identified with the thousands, if not 
millions, of Filipinos who wish to become 
slim like her and stay that way. The en- 
trepreneur in Oum saw the opportunity of 
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capturing the potential market and realized. 
that the health and beauty industry is 
worth dabbling in. 

Wasting no time, Oum quickly put up Vi- 
gen Bodycare, a beauty and health center in 
San Juan, Metro Manila, which features the 
slimming machine to capitalize on the busi- 
ness opportunity. 


Beauty conscious 

“I realized 1 was not the only one in the 
‘country who wanted to look and feel beau- 
tiful,” Oum told the INQuimen. "That's why I 
decided to bring Humony here to share this 
wonderful invention with others." 

Two weeks ago, Oum started operations 
with her newly opened 280-square-meter 
center which houses 11 Humony machines 
imported from Seoul. Oum said she plans 
to add at least nine more to maximize the 
space of the well-lit, clean, and homey clin- 
к. 

Humony is а slimming machine invented 
by Vigen Medical in Korea which, according 
to Oum, distributes the equipment in more 
than 30 countries worldwide including the 
United States, Australia, Spain, Thailand, 
and Mexico, among others. In the Philip- 
pines, Oum owns the exclusive rights to dis- 
tribute and sell Humony. 

Itisin the dlinic where people can use the 
slimming machine for a nominal fee of P250 
per session which lasts for 40 minutes a day. 


‘Humony 


will create 


its own 
niche 
market 


because it 


is a non- 
invasive 
machine 
which 
delivers 
desired 
results’ 
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Oum said results can be seen and felt after 
only 10 sessions without either dieting or ex- 
ercising. For faster results, however, people 
can opt to do a two-hour session thrice daily. 

Oum said she believes Humony will cre- 
ate its own niche market in the health and 
beauty industry because it is “a non-inva- 
sive machine which delivers desired results 
with continued use,” the businesswoman 
pointed out. “It is getting the results of ex- 
ercise without actually exercising." 


Big challenge 

Introducing a new product ої service is a 
big challenge, stressed Oum, who has been 
living in the Philippines since 1996, espe- 
cially to people like her who does not have 
prior business experience. 

With the saturated health and beauty in- 
dustry—what with slimming machines and 
drink formulas popping up every day all 
promising to trim down the inches—it can 
be challenging to even lure people to go to 
the center and try the machine. 

Patience, however, does pay off. With the 
help of seven beauty and health attendants 
she hired, Oum personally visits nearby 
houses and establishments to explain to 
people how the machine works and how it 
is different from other fluke slimming 
equipment in the market. 

Her team also distributes coupons which 
entitles holders to P4,000 worth of free trial 
use of Humony. That's at least 16 sessions 
with the Humony at absolutely no cost. 

“This is because I want every one to get 
to try the machine and see how it works for 
themselves. If you have money, good. You 
become my good client. If not, you can al- 
ways come here at the center and give the 
machine a try,” Oum said. "There's just no 
excuse for anyone not to try it.” 

The good part is, according to Oum, who 
gota degree in Dentistry from the Universi- 
ty of the East in 2002, virtually anyone can 
use it. Only children below four years old 
and those who are pregnant are discour- 
aged го use the machine. 

As part of their Christmas promo, people 
who avail of one session of Humony also 
gets to try the Top and Top body bed mas- 
sage and the Moxi Seat Bath, an equipment 
that stimulates blood circulation and re- 
lieves back pain and myopia, among others, 
the businesswoman said. 


Paying customers 

Since the center opened on Oct. 19, cus- 
tomers have begun walking in the center to 
inquire about the product. "The first few. 
days, it was just the coupon-holders who 
were coming in. Then the new, paying cus- 
tomers eventually came,” Oum said, adding 
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that the center now gets no less than 20 
customers a day. Oum said she would throw 
a get-together party on Nov. 13 to formally 
open the center. 

“People from all walks of life come in 
here [the center],” she said. "Employees in 
ihe nearby establishments come during 
their lunch breaks. They said a session with 
the Humony is a much better activity than 
sleeping at their desk,” Oum said. 

‘She said that although her center is open 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., she would be more 
than happy to extend the hours should 
there be requests from customers. And be- 
cause it’s the customers’ convenience that 
comes first for Oum, the center is open 
from Mondays to Sundays as well. 

"At first the customers were a bit reluctant 
to try Humony because they are not familiar 
with it. But after they have tried the ma- 
chine, it is they who do not want to stop,” 
Oum said with a laugh. She added that there 
are equal numbers of male and female pa- 
tients coming in to try the product. 

Business opportunity for people who do 
not have time to go to the beauty and 
health center every day, fret not. The slim- 
ming machine is available for purchase to 
the tune of P142,000 [a discounted 
.P138,000 until the end of the year]. "This is 
an investment for our health we can't af- 
ford to miss," Oum said. 

Investing in the Humony is also a much bet- 
ter business than water refilling stations and 
cell phone reloading centers, she said, because 
there is lesser risk of failure. "And whenever 
there are no customers, you can always hop 
onitand get fit yourself," Oum said in jest. 

She added that owners of some gyms, sa- 
lons, and spas around the San Juan area 
had ordered several machines already 
"They plan to add it as a new feature in 
their businesses," Oum revealed. 

Oum and her husband spent a million pe- 
505 to renovate the center and another mil- 
lion or so for the purchase of the Humony 
machines and other miscellaneous fees. But 
everyone does not have to start as big, she 
said. 

“The Humony machine is a good business 
opportunity for new entrepreneurs, too,” 
she pointed out. "You can buy just one ma- 
chine, and start operating from your home. 
Immediately, you have a market with your 
family friends, and neighbors around." 

Oum said she is confident that the Fil- 
ipino people would embrace and patronize 
the product. “Pinoys are beauty-conscious 
people. They love looking and feeling beau- 
tiful.” 

“And that is good,” she continued. “It’s 
about time we pay more attention to our 
physical and, yes, financial health.” 


Skills, little cash ... к= 


tended by a neighbor. It helped him a lot 
to finish his studies. This is where we got 
the inspiration to pursue microfinancing 
projects to give my constituents the same 
opportunity given to my father,” Herrera- 
Dy said. 


Change in mindset. 

But she said that simply giving loans is 
not enough. Borrowers should be willing 
and able to do the work required of them 
to pay their debt and that takes a change 
inmindset. 

This is why before people can get a 
non-collateralized loan through the BH 
Foundation, they have to go through five 
seminars lasting two to three hours a ses- 
sion. 

‘These seminars delve on financial con- 
cepts, values formation, the importance 
of paying debt and skills training. 

After the training, interested microen- 
trepreneurs are organized into groups of 
five. Each member can initially borrow a 
maximum of P5,000 or P25,000 a group 
and are given six months to pay. 

Those who pay their loan on time can 
apply for another loan until they get to 
the maximum amount of P10,000 each. 

‘The money comes from the Novadeci Co- 
operative Bank and the foundation uses the 
Grameen Bank system to get the women 
entrepreneurs of Quezon City barangays to 
help each other meet their loans. 


Herrera-Dy said that since the pro- 
gram started in July 2004, in cooperation 
"with Task Force Sikap Buhay program of 
the city government, almost all of the 
1,000 residents of Quezon City 
barangays who have gone through the 
program have been able to meet their 
payments. 


Moved on 

Some have even stopped borrowing 
from the microfinance institution be- 
‘cause they have moved on to getting big- 
ger amounts from the rural or thrift 
banks. 

She said most of the entrepreneurs are 
into home-based businesses, such as sari- 
sari stores and carinderias. Some are sell- 
ing peanut butter, cooked food, school 
supplies and processed meat products. 

“We are continuing with the project 
and we want to expand it outside my dis- 
trict because itis doing well,” Herrera-Dy 
E 


She said she was encouraging many of 
her constituents from the lower income 
class to pick up new skills they can earn 
from, such as high speed sewing, cellular 
phone repair, welding, haircutting, and 
reflexology. 

“What we are telling them is that they 
do not need that much capital to go into 
business. They just need skills and a little 
help and they are on their way,” she said. 
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JETTING in from Switzerland for the launch: 


Jean-Claude Monachon, with 
Omega regional sales director 


New boutique for timeless timepieces 


T WAS A MIX OF POWER 
[= glam, palanggas. We 

are talking about the 
launching of the new Omega 
boutique at the third level of 
TriNoma in Quezon City. 

The shop is known as the 
Omega De Ville Hour Vision. 

Naturellement беге were 
tons of watch lovers every- 
where, and moi noticed loads of 
them were proudly wearing 
their Omega watches. 

Hotshot of the hour was def- 
initely Omega Switzerland 
vice president and head for 
product development Jean- 
Claude Monachon and re- 
gional sales manager Oliver 
Hugentobler, who both jetted 


————— TN, 8360741078 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


sms feedback inqui 


22° Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
irer life name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at IestyleGinquirer.com ph 


WITHOUT $ 
BATTING \ 
AN EYELASH 


Maurice 
Arcache 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 
ien 


in just for this happening. 

The Omega top men hob- 
nobbed with Swiss Ambassador 
Peter Sutter, Philippine Ambas- 
sador to Switzerland Manvel 
A.J. Teehankee, Sen. Chiz Es- 
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FESTYL 


SEN. CHIZ Escudero (second from left) with Omega general manager Edith Dychiao, and 
Lucerne managing directors мап Yao and Emerson Yao 


New boutiqu 

j meom o From page CI 
cudero, well-loved Quezon City Mayor 
Sonny Belmonte, and Omega's local gor- 
geous celebrity couple Lucy Torres and 
Richard Gomez, natch. 

Omega Philippines general manager 
Edith Dychiao gave us a tour of the new 
Omega boutique together with Lucerne 
managing directors Ivan Yao and Emerson 
Yao, and Omega marketing manager Beth 
Mancilla. 

Browsing around, moi was amazed. The 
new boutique featured furniture and dis- 
play systems, especially designed and made 
by Omega to showcase its complete range of 
timeless collections. 

Also featured were elegant designs from 
the Omega Fine Jewellery Collection, 
dahlings. The jewelry was a perfect comple- 
ment to the launch of the innovative De 
Ville Hour Vision watch. 

As Monsieur Monachon told us during 
cocktails, "With De Ville Hour Vision, all of 
Omega's 202 new components are show- 
cased—all of them give a great performance 
and have a classical stylish look that will 
surely appeal to all Filipino watch connois- 
seurs.” 

Well, I was totally convinced but my wal- 
let cried, so moi settled for just drooling 

over Omega’s latest awesome collection, 
palanggas. 


Steve Aoki in Manila 

It has been almost a year when Brand 
Bacardi, palanggas, burst into Cosmo- 
Manille's party scene. 

Faster than you could bat an eyelash, Bac- 
ardi has once again brought another world- 
dass, most-sought-after DJ from the 
US—Steve Aoki aka Kid Millionaire. 

‘Aoki played at the swinging Embassy Su- 
perclub. The gig was in cooperation with 
LeeX-line and Styles Promotions. 

People were queuing excitedly at the 
club's signature twin staircase entrance, an- 
ticipating the grand entrance of the LA su- 
perstar, who is a favorite among Holly- 
wood's partying pack, no less, dahlings. 

And it was indeed a sensational experi- 
ence for us who partied with Bacardi, as 
Steve Aoki did not disappoint. 

Kid Millionaire, as he's popularly called, 
did an electrifying and breathtaking display 
of showmanship. He even got on top of the 
DJ booth and jumped into the crowd in a 

stage dive that wow! No one would forget, 
fueled as the partygoers were by spirited 
Bacardi cocktails, naturellement, palanggas. 

Celebrities spotted at the event were ac- 
tor Epi Quizon, beautiful model Kelly Misa, 
dazzling VJs Anne Curtis and Kat Alano; 
hot, hot model Ornussa Cadness, party 
icon Tim Yap, PR and events man GP Reyes, 
gorgeous actress Cheska Garcia, artist Billy 


RUEL Gatchali 
hour, Bibe Martinez 


NIKA Mendez, David Milan, Hannah Cruz 
and Janthina Fong 


MTV'S Wendell 
Garcia and Savannah’ 
Lumen 


TONY Tony and 
Victoria London 


SEBASTIAN, Anne Rosero 
and Embassy's hotshot Erik Cua 


DENISE Albert and Jess Wilson 
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SWINGING SNOWFLAKES, 
waltzing flowers and dancing sol- 
diers. Toni Lopez Gonzalez Ballet 
School breathes life to these 
characters as it stages "The 
Nutcracker” Nov. 4 and 11, 5 
p.m., at the CCP Little Theater. 
“The Nutcracker,” which is based 
оп а German children's fairytale, 
is a well-loved Christmas ballet in 
two acts, with music by 
Tchalkovsky. Toni Lopez Gonza- 
lez, former principal dancer of 
Washington Ballet and Ballet 
Philippines, choreographs the 
different numbers for her stu- 
dents, with the grand pas de deux 
after Marlus Petipa's. Gonzalez, 
founder and director of the 

ү. School, is a second-generation 
ballet dancer. Toni Lopez Gonza- 
lez Dance School, based in 
Corinthian Gardens, has been 
training future ballerinas since 


1992. This holiday performance 
marks its eighth production. 


HOMECOMING. The Uno High 
School Alumni Association Inc. 
(UHSAAI) will hold its 19th 


32999363. 
Lec 


e for timeless timepieces 


allet school showcases Tchaikovsky's ‘The Nuteracker? 


homecoming with the theme 
"Uneans, GR8 2B Back!" Nov. 25, 
2:30 p.m., at the Philamilfe Audi- 
torium, United Nations Avenue, 
Manila. Call 2521920 or 0927- 
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OMEGA'S young generation: Susan Lim, Mylene Abiva- 
Sazon, Mike Ozaeta and Milo Bondoc 


OMEGA women: Joji Banzon, Betty Tee, marketing officer 
Beth Mancilla and Ling Ling Yao 
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Crawford, beautiful 1га Calzado, very sexy 
Juliana Palermo, and many тоге! 

It was truly an impressive event, thanks 
to Bacardi. We asked what mixable spirit we 
could do with Bacardi. We tried Bacardi Cu- 
ba Libre (Bacardi, squeeze of lime and co- 
1а), Bacardi Mojito (Bacardi, mint leaves, 
lime, sugar and a dash soda), and Bacardi PHILIPPINE 


daiquiris and Pifia colada. Ambassador to QUEZON City 
No wonder we emerged from Embassy at Switzerland Manuel Mayor Sonny 
almost 4 a.m., and, would you believe, with A.J. Teehankee Belmonte 


no regrets, dahlings. 


Servicefor Peace 

Sixty young delegates of the Service for 
Peace (SFP) from Europe and Asia and their 
Filipino counterparts will sign a "Resolution 
of Peace" to strengthen advocacy for global 
peace, palanggas. 

During a press conference at Edsa 
Shangri-La, the delegates agreed to work to 
achieve “the Millennium Development 
Goals of the United Nations,” which include 
the eradication of poverty and hunger and 
the development of global partnership for 
countries to become progressive. 

Chair of the SFP was Gov. Leonida “Ba- 
by” Bayani Ortiz. Guest speaker was for- 
mer senator Joey Lina. 

Caroline Nifionuevo, SFP-Philippines 
executive director, had this to say, “We can 
start propagating peace through communi- 
ty service and the speedy resolution of con- 
flicts at the grassroots level. Peace begins 
within ourselves through service to others." 

“Foremost in the SFP program is the edu- 
cation and character development of young E& 
people,” Ortiz said. "Thats why we are ad je 
vocating volunteering among them to better 
understand the problems around them and 
pursue unity and cooperation.” 

The SFP is a nongovernment organiza- 
tion which began in New York in 2001. It 
was established in the Philippines in 2003. 

Among SFP's programs are the renova- 
tion of the Madrasah (Muslim school) in Cu- 
liat, Quezon City; the holding of leadership 
trainings for the youth; providing livelihood 
programs for the Aetas in Pampanga; and 
resolving conflicts between Muslims and 
Christians in Mindanao. 

Currently, SFP is heightening awareness 
of volunteering among our young people 
through community service. Moi was so 
proud of the awesome young foreign and д 
Filipino delegates who, against all odds, PEOPLEwhocare: 


MASTERCARD'S Judith Dayrit 
and Chris Paraiso 


ELLEN and Roberto Claudio 
of Toby's 
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SERVICE for Peace delegates Lucas Schwyter (USA), Ester Koetsier 
(Holland), Pascual Haider (Austria) and Juan Pigne (Spain) 


COM. RAMON Moreno, Ophie Reyes and 
Major Ebra M. Moxsir, Al-Haj 


stayed with poor families and learned Fil Nini Layug and 
Palmy Layug 


ipino culture at the grassroots, palanggas. 
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GUEST speaker former senator Joey Lina with Service for Peace 
chairperson Gov. Baby Ortiz 


GOINGS ON 


After its first highly successful bazaar, Venture 7 will again hold its second of three bazaars at the 
Ballroom of Renaissance Makati Hotel (formerly New World) Nov. 10, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Venture 7's 
dynamic and hardworking ladies are Celine Bautista, Pilie Barranachea, Linda Villadelgado, Chit Gohu, 
president and chair Fanny Blanco, Fortune Ledesma, and Lita Gelano. Beneficiaries are Makabata. 
Foundation and Virlanie Foundation. Major credit cards will be accepted. Call 8439507, 8150669 (Jenny) 
and 0915-7885109. Their last bazaar for the year will be on Dec. 2 at Hotel Intercontinental. 


аанча ° 


1071 OFF THE HOLIDAY 
IN A BIG WAY | 
| ATTHESMMALLOFASIA — 


| Enjoy SM Mall of Asia's Pre-Holiday Special offers and get an early start en 
| the hest deals o of the season. The tm finds are all вч for you. Don't tela 


MALL OF 
No Other Mall Comer Cse 


SM Mall of Asia J.W. Diokno Boulevard, Mali of Asia Complex, Pasay City 


ILLUSTRATION STERHERAVO 


LIFE-STYLED 


Thelma Sioson San Juan 
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Ihave 
developed a 
distrust for hotel 
rooms, opulent 
or chic or exotic. 
Ihave become 
more ‘sensitive’ 
to beyond-the- 
normal presence 


Ghost-hunting in chic hotels 


'M NOT REALLY proactive 

when it comes to spirits, 

elementals and the like. I 
don’t go out of my way to con- 
nect to them, not even to gain 
their attention. It's the other 
way around. 

It must have been sometime 
around June or July 2001, two 
months before 9/11, when I realized 
that otherworldly entities—not only 
the corporate variety—loved to pick 
onme. 

We were staying in a designer bou- 
tique hotel in New York, an “in” ad- 
dress that had been written up much 
for its Philippe Starck accoutrements. 
Thad dozed off in mid-afternoon in 
my room when, as if half-awake, I 
saw an amorphous image of a woman 
oozing out of the Prada headboard, 
formless like a vapor, her very long 
hair undulating as if in the wind, her 
spindly arms outstretched, pulling 
me into that headboard. 

Dreaming or not, I struggled to 
wake up—you know the feeling of 
having a nightmare. Scary. And I was 
pretty sure that long-haired vision 
wasn't Anna Bayle. 

Since then, I have developed a dis- 
trust for hotel rooms, opulent or chic 
ог exotic—not exactly the right atti- 
tude to take for media that often get 
invited to junkets. I have become 


more—how to put it—“sensitive”—to 
beyond-the-normal presence. The 
more idyllic the accommodations, the 
more suspicious I am. 

Why not? Sometime ago, in a 14th- 
century old mill inn in Salisbury, Eng- 
land, my room in the attic overlooked 
a postcard-pretty lake, with swans 
gliding on it. What a breathtaking 
scenery on early morning. 

The middle of the night, however, 
my heart pounded to all kinds of 
slight sounds beyond my doorstep. 

Jt is with such overstimulated 
imagination as mine that my travel- 
mates are stuck with. Ethel Timbol 
has gotten so used to it. In a presiden- 
tial villa that came with an infinity- 
edge pool, two suites with curtains 
drawn by remote control, and an at- 
tic, she knew me enough to accept 
that our two nights would be forced 
dual confinement (with me, who 
else?). 

Tn the afternoon, as I prepared to 
take a dip in the pool and had called 
the service staff to clean it a bit, I 
thought I heard а "psst!" їп my room. 
Thinking it was the staff that had 
come for the pool cleaning, I shouted 
out for the intruder to wait outside 
my room, until another "psst!" came. 
It felt like it was coming from the 
same spot in the bedroom. I stepped 
out to an empty living room and 

аі. 


Uh, oh. That night I planted my- 
self on Ethel's humongous bed, no 
matter that it would be her first time 
to share a bed in decades—a smart 
decision (mine, not Ethel's solid 
celibacy), it turned out, because 
that night the entire sprawl was 
plunged into darkness because of 
power interruption 

The next morning, power was re- 
stored in the vast estate, except in my 
room. The engineering staff couldn't 
figure out why, after tinkering with 
the electricals for an hour or so. Since 
it was checkout time, and the remote- 
controlled curtains couldnt be 
drawn, I requested the butler to hold 
the light—and keep me compa- 
ny—while I hurriedly packed in the. 
dark, then made my brisk exit, saying 
goodbye and “excuse my intrusion” to 
the unseen powers-that-be in my 
room. (Why do I always have a run-in 
with “powers-that-be"?) 

But don't get me wrong, not every 
hotel room has unleashed its strange 
vibes on me. There are rooms where 
you don't really feel anything, if not 
good vibes. We've stayed in ancient 
beauties like Paris or London, or for- 
merly war-torn places like Hanoi or 
Phnom Penh, and nothing happened. 

But come to think of it, in Phnom 
Penh, didn't I hear hammering and 
wood-clinking sounds at 2 a.m.? 
Must have been construction job, 


my friends told me. At two? But it 
was a lovely feeling in this historic 
hotel, where the likes of Charlie 
Chaplin and Jackie Kennedy had 
once stayed. Such chic hauntings. 


From the moon 

"It was the first fashion show visi- 
ble from the moon"—Bernard Ar- 
nault, the LVMH chair, said this about 
the much talked-about Fendi fashion 
show pulled off by Karl Lagerfeld in 
the Great Wall of China recently. 

Costing over $10 million to stage, it 
was the first time a fashion show was 
staged atop the Great Wall itself, a 
4,000-mile-long landmark. The run- 
way, of course, didnt run that 
long—just an 88-meter long runway, 
with 88 models, eight being the lucky 
number among the Chinese. 

Fendi flew in more than 80 staff. 
The bench-style seats for the celebrity 
audience—led by the Chinese prime 
ministers wife seated beside Ar- 
nauh—were even heated. The show 
also marked the relaunch of the icon- 
ic Baguette bag of Fendi. 

According to Women's Wear Daily, 
China ranks third in Fendi sales in 
Asia, after Hong Kong and South Ko- 
rea, but is expected to overtake those 
two soon. Louis Vuitton sales in 
Shanghai, according to WWD, are 
more than in Chicago. WWD titled 
the story “Genghis Karl.” 
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GOINGS ON 


Photegraphy 
werkshop Nev. 10 


THE FIRST ACADEMY OF COMPUTER 
arts will hold a workshop by renowned 
photographer Sonny Joaquin on Nov. 
10, 1:30-5:30 p.m. The First Academy of 
Computer Arts is located at 2/F Saville 
Bullding, 8728 Paseo de Roxas Avenue 
corner Sen. Gil Puyat (Buendia) Avenue, 
Makati City. Call 8982724 to 26 or visit 
www.firstacademy.net for more infor- 
mation. 


COMPETITION. The Cultural Center of 
the Philippines and the Manila Broad- 
casting Company present "Pamaskong 
Pinoy,” a unique Filipino Christmas cel- 
ebration on Dec. 18-22 on the CCP 
grounds. The highlight is "Himig ng 
Pasko,” a choral competition among 
top-rated children's choirs in Manila. 
Call 7296254, 09063099595 or 
09194885409. 


EXHIBIT. The Department of Education. 
(DepEd) and the Commission on High- 
er Education support the exhibit of the 
Mystery of the Shroud of Turin, which 
runs until Dec. 9 at the Entertainment 
Май, SM Май of Asia. Call 8952966 or 
6100870 or log on to www.shroudex- 
hibits. ph or email info@shroudex- 
hibits.ph. 


RAFFLE PROMO. Finds Supermarket at 
Starmall Las Pifias is giving away color 
television sets, digital video disc play- 
ers, washing machines through its 
Lifestyle Raffle Bonanza. For every 
P1,000 worth of purchase, a customer 
gets two raffle coupons. Promo period 
is until Dec. 15. Grand draw is on Dec. 
16, at 5 p.m. Call 8741304. 


SPECIAL RAFFLE. Makati Shangri- 
La's Circles Event Café presents Nis- 
san Patrol Super Safari Raffle, until 
Dec. 31. Dine as a group with at least 
five members for lunch or dinner buf- 
fet and де! а raffle stub fora chance to 
win the top-of-the-line luxury SUV. 
Call 8400884 or 8138888 local 
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fair skin 
is yours 
to have 


1 NLIKE MOST FILIPINAS 
l | who wish they were lighter 
Ü skinned, 

actually wish I 

were darker I 

guess ifs like 

those Western- 
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skin. 
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for. Some even resort to using face powder 
that is two shades lighter. The result: Yes, 
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АТН AND BODY ADDICTS WOULD 

B be glad to know that there is a new 

line that is exquisitely scented, of 

great quality, well packaged, reasonably 

priced and concentrated enough that a lit- 
tle goes along way. 

The best part is that it is proudly Fil 
and it can hold its own against imported 
brands. 

One of the owners, Bo Ramas-Ros, had 
worked closely with prestigious European 
and American cosmetic brands for over 10 
years. Even after she resigned from the 
‘company, her fastidious taste stayed with 
her. She then thought of formulating her 
own bath line with the quality she was used 
to but with a reasonable price tag. She 
named it Brook & Ivy because based on ex- 
perience with toiletries, she said a brand 
must have a “foreign” name for people to 
take notice of it amid the sea of competi- 
tors. 

There are five groups of fragrances with 
four products in each group: Body buff 
(P225/185g), shower gel (P165/250ml), 
body milk (P195/250ml) and skin spray 
(P225). 

The scent stays on your body and lingers 
in the bathroom long after you are done. 

Lavender Garden's scent is similar to 
LOccitane. Ginger Patch reminded me of 

йе Origir's Ginger line. Olive Grove is а 
combination of the Tact, Durance and 

‘Fruits and Passions olive oil line. It has a 
masculine note so it may be more suitable 
formen. 

‘Tea Fusion is similar to Elizabeth Arden's 
Green Tea fragrance line. Vanilla Vine is like 
Laura Merciers Crème Brülée line but 
slightly milder. 

Brook & Ivy products are available at 
Shopwise and select Rustan's supermar- 
kets. 


New salon 

Simply called Cielo Salon, this modern 
glass wall structure is at the ground floor of 
the Columns Building in the corner of Ayala 
Avenue and Buendia Street, Makati. 


Kinny Salas 


Owner Cielo Petines had very definite 
ideas on how she wanted her dream salon 
to be. Over the years as an experienced 
makeup artist, with a degree in cosmetolo- 
gy from the Center for Aesthetic Studies 
and becoming makeup artist for Make-up 
Forever, she has been exposed to numerous 
salons but none of them hit the spot. 

Now that she has her own salon, her 
main objective is to bring back the age of 
glamour when women dressed up to go to 
the salon. That's the era of Elizabeth Taylor, 
Audrey Hepburn, and Ingrid Bergman as 
contrasted with the era of the supermodels 
such as Claudia Schiffer and Cindy Craw- 
ford, when women dragged their feet into 
salon doors and looked as if they had just 
rolled out of bed. 

Thave road-tested some of the services. 

Haircut by John Imperio, a senior stylist, 
costs P600. I had my haircut late due to a 
very harassed schedule so my dark roots 


GINGER 


reaming in white 


From page DI 


them! They did visibly look 


they have whiter faces but the 
necks remain dark-skinned—an 
unsightly combination, 

‘The better option is to use a 
whitening skin care line that 
will get you lighter from head to 
toe, and not just certain parts of 
your body. Luckily, whitening 
products are abundant and 
have become less expensive. 

When I was given Gluta 
White and Firm products, I was 
so intrigued by them. But since I 
didn’t think I needed to get any 
whiter, I asked my friends in the 
office to try the products. 

Wow, after using them, I've 
never seen these people happi- 
er! Itwas like early Christmas to 


sistent in 


whiter. Those who weren't con- 


using the products 


didn’t get the best results, but 
that’s par for the course for any 
other skin care product. When 
it comes to these things, dedica- 
tion and patience are really 
needed for optimum results. 
Each bag of Gluta White and 
Firm set comes with the com- 
plete line: 
that moisturizes as well as helps 
normalize and neutralize ex- 
cess oil; Facial Cream (P199) 
that promotes collagen synthe- 
sis on the skin; Pressed Powder 
(249) that makes skin look 
flawless and comes in three 
shades; Deodorant ‘and Anti- 


Facial Wash (P199) 


Goodbye to sensitive 


NIVEA HAS DEVELOPED 
the perfect formula that 
provides relief and pro- 
tection to sensitive skin in 
order to maintain natural 
balance and reduce reac- 
tions to external influ- 
ences. 

Skin experts at Nivea have 
discovered that reduction in 
the skin's natural defense 
makes it react easily to every- 
day influences.such as stress, 
temperature changes, strong 
cosmetic products and even 
Jewelry. 

Nivea Sensitive combines 
licorine, an ingredient extract 


tive 


from licorice wood known for 
its instant soothing and anti-in- 
flammatory properties, and bal- 
ancing complex, a combination 
of hydramine and isoprotectine 
that stimulates and reinforces 
the skin’s natural resistance to 
harmful external 
This unique formulation in- 
stantly calms and strengthens 
sensitive skin while keeping it 
well-moisturized. 

Included in the Nivea Sensi- 

range 

milk/makeup remover, day and 
night face creams, body lotion 
and deodorant. To avoid irrita- 
tion, these products contain no 
colorants and no fragrances. 


influences. 


are cleansing 


Perspirant (P140) that promis- 
es to whiten skin in a few days; 
Soap (P89) that gently removes 
dirt and excess oil to reveal 
healthier lighter skin; and Lo- 
tion (P279) that acts as а 
whitening and toning cream to 
re-texturize your skin. 

A reminder: just do a patch 


were visible, the ends dried up and thinned, 
and the crown was flat and thinning out so 
bad you could see my scalp. 

John kept my hair long but removed two 
inches from the tips and gave me more full- 
ness at the crown. My hair looked instantly 
thicker with more body and was more man- 
ageable. 

Colorist Joy Lopez gave me a darker base 
color—medium brown—to suit the upcom- 
ing season, and she wove very fine high- 
lights in shades of gold, all under John's su- 
pervision. It flattered my natural skin tone 
even without makeup. 

The hair treatment from Revlon's line of 
professional hair products was like a tall 
drink of water on my dehydrated strands, 
restoring shine, durability and a thicker 
texture. 

Ibonded most with Maricon as she gave 
the best shoulder and scalp massages at 
P300. She knew exactly as if by instinct the 
exact spot that caused me discomfort and 
she would not let up until those knots went 
away. 

She also gave me a manicure (P350), but 
you must specify if you do not want your 
cuticles removed because she would auto- 
matically do so. 

She also threaded my eyebrows and up- 
per lip very efficiently. 

Joy Valencia did my pedicure (P350) in a 
perfect semi-square with flat tops and 
rounded edges. 

What I love about it: It is the first salon 
with Wi-Fi connection so I could actually 
answer important e-mails and continue re- 
search on the Internet. You can be glam- 
orous and efficient at the same time! 

They also do eyelash extensions 
(P1500) and dreadlocks (which 
start at Р8,000 because it takes two 
days and a minimum of four hours a 
day to complete). 

You may call 
9013606. 


Cielo Salon at 


Email the author kin- 


nysalas@yahoo.com 


at 


test before using these products 
to head off any allergic reac- 
tion. Also, stay away from the 
sun, so even when crossing the 
street, use an umbrella and 
spread on some SPF before 
leaving the house. With proper 
care and the help of Gluta prod- 
ucts, fairskin is yours to have. 
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DEVELOPED EXCLUSIVELY 
for Asian women, Perfectly 
Real Superfine ^ Compact 
Makeup SPF 15 PA+ + is the 
most advanced powder foun- 
dation yet. 

Containing a blend of ad- 
vanced technologies, it helps 
skin look flawlessly beautiful. 

With a swipe of the sponge, 
skin tone is evened out and 
imperfections are camou- 
flaged 

The high-tech, ultra- 
modern formula creates an 
unbelievably natural-look- 
ing finish. The look of un- 
evenness, blotchiness and 
redness are eliminated. 
This water resistant and 
stay true-color formula 
leaves skin looking silky, 
not dry or cakey. 

The revolutionary new 
powder process used in this 
advanced formula delivers an 
exceptionally — lightweight, 
natural looking makeup with 
a velvety feel. Incidental ex- 
posure to UVA and UVB rays 
is the primary cause of pre- 
mature aging of the skin. 
Therefore, Clinique believes 
skin should be protected агай 
times. Thats why Perfectly 
Real Superfine Compact 
Makeup SPF 15 РА++ offers 
daily protection from the 
sun's damaging rays. 

* A blend of chemical and 
non-chemical sunscreen (Ti- 
tanium Dioxide) provides 
broad spectrum UVA/UVB 
protection, helping keep skin 
looking healthier. 

* Tocopherol and Ascorbyl 
Tetraisopalmitate are natu- 
rally powerful antioxidants 
that shield skin from free-rad- 


Superfine makeup 
for Asian women 


ical damage. 

* Squalane and Sodium 
Hyaluronate are moisturizing 
and conditioning agents, 
which help maintain skin's 
delicate moisture balance. 

* A state-of-the-art new 
liquid-to-powder technology, 
during which liquids evapo- 
rate leaving a soft powder. 
During the process, tiny air 
pockets are created in the 
powder contributing to the 
exquisite, silky feel. 

* Special “film formers” 
and ultra-light spherical poly- 
mers help contribute to the 
light and airy texture, which 
happens with the liquid evap- 
oration. 

* Micro-Mirrored Pigment 
Technology gives the product 
the ability to become тоге. 
opaque when-applied to im- 
perfections by turning on а; 
stronger opacity just in the ar- 
eas of discoloration. Skin, 
tone appears unblemished 
despite any flaws under-- 
neath, and the foundatiorfi 
goes completely undetected. ` 

* Capillary Shell Technol 
gy recognizes changing skin 
conditions; prevents oil and 
shine breakthrough and 
maintains skin's moisture bal- 
ance. 

Perfectly Real Superfine 
Compact SPF 15 PA++ is 
available in eight diverse 
shades designed specifically : 
for the complexion of Asian 
women. 3 

Exclusively available at 
Rustan's Makati, Tower Ala- . 
bang, Gateway, Cebu Ayala, 
Essenses Robinsons Place, 
Beauty Bar, Glorietta and: 
Marionnaud, Mall of Asia. 


Smart nail 


CARONIA, THE PIONEERING 
brand in local nail polish and 
nail care, introduces a new 
range of products: Nail Harden- 
er & Basecoat, Solvent, Kwik- 
Dry & Cuticle Conditioner, and 
Fast-Dry Top Coat. These smart 
nail care solutions in a bottle аге 
made with top-grade ingredi- 
ents to ensure professional nail 
care even when used at home. 

The Caronia Nail Hardener & 
Basecoat helps strengthen nails 
and, if applied before your 
choice of Caronia nail polish 
color, serves as a base coat that 
smoothens out ridges, resulting 
in strong nails and a smooth, 
even polish. 

The Caronia Fast-Dry Top 
Coat uses materials imported 
from Europe to provide an in- 
novation to your mani-pedi ex- 
perience. It has a setting time of 
60-90 seconds and dries in 3 
minutes. Thats 40 percent 
faster than your regular top 
coat. And because it’s high 
gloss, the colored Caronia nail 
polish simply shines through. 

The Caronia Kwik-Dry & Cu- 
ticle Conditioner is a mineral- 
oil-based formulation that cre- 
ates a layer of protection on 
newly polished nails so that 
dirt, dust and grime won't ruin 
your tips and toes. This layer al- 
lows your nail polish to dry 
without smudging, while it 
helps keep your cuticles healthy 


solutions 


and soft by providing moisture, 

After your manicure or pedi- 
cure session in the salon or at 
home, clean your metal mani- 
pedi implements with Caronia 
Solvent. 

All formulas are BFAD-regis- 
tered and come in a handy 15 
ml bottle or a standard 30 ml 
size, Whether you're a nail care 
professional/manicurist or just 
anail chick, these salon-quality 
products are easy to use. 

Caronia's Pro-Care products 
are now available in Landmark, 
SM Department Stores, Robin- 
son's Department Stores, Mer- 
cury Drug Store, Ever Depart- 
ment Stores, Shopwise, Cherry 
Foodarama, and other leading 
supermarkets, department & 
drug stores nationwide. 
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Just an hour south of Metro Manila, a unique kind of 
watchtower lords it over the scenic hills and ridges of Tagaytay. 


‘The Tagaytay Highlands; a pioneer in leisure estate creation, 
affords vantage views all around, including the privileged 
panorama of Taal Lake and Volcano, as well as vistas of realty 
developments growing southwards from the metropolis. 


Time and visionary effort have been invested in configuring 
this world-class complex that now serves as a beacon for lifestyle 
pursuits amidst prime recreational communities. 


Tagaytay Highlands leads the way up south! 


As the premier leisure haven with easy accessibility to 
and from Metro Manila, this pacesetting bastion of the high 
life continues to enhance its state-of-the-art, nature-hugging 
amenities, and to expand its tapestry of endless possibilities. 


Now the stakes are raised once more for a 
new paradigm for private sanctuaries with the 
launching of yet another phase of development at 
The Greenlands. 


Owner/Developer 


E) 


(046)483-0824; (02)687-2885 
(0917)524-9090 


CORPORATION 


www.Ta:ay aylli: lan s.com 


Л 
at г E 1622144421 Acquiring a home in The Verandas allows easy access to 
M ae the two championship courses in Tagaytay Highlands and 
uw PA ора Sill > The Midlands, Both are playable by Highlands and Midlands 
golf club members, so that the reciprocity allows enjoyment 


It’s the American South with its laidback grandeur that of 36 holes of golf. 
is evoked and recreated at The Verandas. 


The upcoming Lakeside Course will start with a 9-hole 
A genteel world of leisurely rhythms, allowing unhurried addition’ adjacent to the Midlands golf course. A second 9-hole 
time to pass by ... while you're ensconced in a lovely home addition will be situated a stones throw from The Verandas. 


roe icy This is a welcome feature for homeowners in The 


Greenlands Community, where utmost care for Nature is 
always given premium priority. 

The luxury of playing any of the three courses — for 
a total of 54 holes of golf — is but part of the bounty of a 
recreational lifestyle in a prime leisure environment. 

All over the Tagaytay Highlands complex that includes 
The Midlands and The Greenlands, world-class facilities and 
amenities are continuously upgraded, while more family- 
oriented and eco-friendly activities are being organized. 


as comfort zone. And partake of the slow, graceful meg ERE Aes Fina ties Aes 
delights of Nature all around. | mE - MAS, gem 


Clubhouse 


Imagine yourself seated on a rocking chair 


in your own corner of a wrap-around porch ог ы Ш М eS 


terrace, enjoying the bracing lake breeze while = 


re Manila : 
facing a mountainside. dedit жор 
cet ae 


; Я oe А ans cot 
You indulge in the privilege of watching ores 
the grass grow, the flowers bloom to hours of ےم‎ 40 ___ 
splendor, the trees rise as vine-strewn sentinels ... while ee EE 


= A 
the rest of the contoured landscape spell your afinity with RE rima [owe 


an idyllic environment. era 


‘The Verandas at The Greenlands offers the gentle. 2nd 9-hole 


cadence of leisure living. addition to the 
Tagaytay Midlands ОСЕК 
golf course Membership Commitoa In accordance 
tine Chab ren regulon end 


Vicinity Map* 
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LUXURIOUS daywear in silk, taffeta, 
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SILK taffeta wedding gown inspired by the robes of Augustinian monks 
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STANDING ovation for Inno Sotto and Bea Valdes 
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VOLUME and exquisite detailing were the order of the day—and night! 


splendor 


“Alhambra,” Inno Sotto's latest fashion extravaganza, referenced El 
Greco, the Castillian court, Franciscan robes and other staples of 


Iberian culture 


Photos by Chito Vecina "APPLES! Sotto's day pieces came in 


luxurious fabrics like silk, 


AFTER 27 PROLIFIC YEARS Tele taffeta, chiffon and four ply 


in the fashion industry, Inno 
Sotto remains at the top of his 
game. Together with world- 
renowned accessories design- 
er Bea Valdes, the prince (al- 
though this author would like 
to crown him king) of Philip- 
pine fashion recently present- 
ed Alhambra, a show that fea- 
tured a 59-piece collection 
that combined the designer's 
trademark elegance and 


crepe, with just the right 
touches of whimsy and wit in 
the form of рош and puffs. 
Volume was a major charac- 
teristic of this particular col- 
lection. It was apparent in the 
dramatic jackets, sleeves and 
balloon dresses that came in 
a variety of hues inspired by 
spices sold in the markets, 
such as sage, curry and saf- 
fron. 


exquisite detailing with mys- Apples Aberin- , Sotto also used a stunning 


tery, romance and Old-World 


glamour. Sadhwai 


The much-awaited show, 

which was held at the ballroom of the 
Makati Shangri-La, opened with a short 
spiel by socialite Isabel Preysler The 
Madrid-based beauty, the former wife of 
Julio and mother of Enrique Iglesias, has 
known Sotto for 20 years. She flew in to 
watch the show and laud the designer 
for his “Filipino ingenuity.” 

This was then followed by an even 
shorter speech by the usually publicity- 
shy designer. "Im dying a thousand 
deaths," he said. Obviously on edge, as 
most designers are before a show, Sotto 
thanked everyone, including event host. 
Mrs. Imelda Cojuangco, for the support 
they've shown him and the Virlanie 
Foundation, a charity he has supported 
for many years. 

Sotto then invited everyone to join 
him and Valdes on their journey to Al- 
hambra. 


Luxurious fabrics 

Modern Moorish-inspired music and 
dramatic lighting against a backdrop 
that mimicked the graceful arabesques 
and intricate woodcarvings of the Al- 
hambra signaled the start of the show. 
With bated breaths, the audience beheld 
model of the moment Mia Ayesa as she 
entered the stage clad in tight fitting 
trousers, boots and a cropped jacket 
with full sleeves, to open the day/lounge 
wear portion of the show. 


bright orange that was a 
takeoff from, as he describes, 
“the sun in Spain when it hits 
the buildings at a particular time of 
day.” 

А very luxe sportswear feel was also 
evident in the form of loose silken 
parkas that looked comfortable yet ul- 
tra-chic. These pieces, which one can 
easily transform into a bubble dress or 
top, gave the collection a thoroughly 
modern edge. They only proved that 
Sotto, although known for his elegantly 
feminine pieces, continues to evolve 
and thus surpass his previous output. 

"I was inspired by the juxtaposition of 
the Roman Catholic religion and Islamic 
culture in Alhambra," says Sotto. He al- 
so made references to paintings by El 
Greco, the Spanish court and Francis- 
сап robes. His bridal gown, worn by 
stunning Brazilian model Carolina, was, 
in fact, fashioned after the robes of Au- 
gustinian monks. 

The designer made use of 37 yards of 
silk taffeta to create the high-necked, full- 
sleeved wedding gown. The delicately 
beautiful black Chantilly lace that adomed 
the model's head was a delicate contrast to 
the gown's voluminous splendor. 


Sight to behold 

The evening collection was also a 
sight to behold. Jaded fashionistas and 
Manila's who's who craned their necks 
to get better views of their must-have 
pieces. The clear winners were a series 


ofblack crepe and crepe de chine gowns 
that were subtly sexy and incredibly 
stunning in their sheer simplicity. 

Again, volume was the general order 
of the day, or night, for that matter, as 
models walked down the runway in 
folds upon folds of rich materials that 
were sometimes accented with feathers. 
The last piece, a white, feathered silk 
taffeta gown with bubble sleeves and a 
high neck, worn by Ria Bolivar, was a 
showstopper and the perfect high note 
to end the presentation. 

Throughout the show, Bea Valdes' 
exquisite adornments complemented 
Soto's collection. Valdes’ jewelry and 
bags, which are available in specialty 
stores like Barneys New York and Har- 
vey Nichols in Hong Kong, are all trea- 
sures that can transform and add un- 
abashed style to a look. Her pieces were 
nothing short of breathtaking and magi- 
cal, fresh and with delicious hints of the 
exotic. 

Director Ariel Lozada created a mood 
of mystery and drama through music 
and lighting, while Patrick Rosas and his 
team created a high-fashion look that 
featured three layers of extra-long false 
eyelashes. 

As the sartorial feast drew to a close, 
Sotto received yet another well-deserved 
standing ovation. Most industry denizens 
present during the show came to the 
same conclusion. There really is nothing 
quite like an Inno Sotto show. No wonder 
he's still at the top of the heap. 


E-mail the author at afashion@inquir- 
er.com.ph 


Alhambra was presented by Novare, Globe 
Asiatic, Rustan's, Nokia; 
in cooperation with 
Philippine Tatler, Belo Medical Group, 
Bergmann, Pond's, QTV, Moet & Chandon, 
"Thai, Petron;and Mercedes Benz, 
vian Sarabia, San Miguel 
Flowers by Fiori de M(Gaita Fores) 
Makeup by Patrick Rosas 
Directed by Ariel Lozada 
Produced by Joji Dingcong and McC Cuan 
Creative direction by Sofia Elizalde 
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EROTOKRITOS 


IFYOU'RE SHOPPING AROUND Arabian, Erotokritos, Opening Ё апа Inquirer Fashion 
for brands, clothing and acces- Ceremony, S***R, Whyred, favorite was in Cen- 
sories that are not totally main- Gaspard Yurkievich, b and | tral, Hong Kong when 
Steam but are completely Eley Kishimoto. Fans of Lane Canton е 
stylish and fashionable, we've Alexander McQueen and | ublic relations execu- 
eo) got good news for you. Dotdot- Chloe can also look forward to скис 


SEE by Chloe м 


WEVE FOLLOWED RHETT 
Eala's career since he first 
came to Manila and opened a 
line called Due in Rustan’s in 
1991, followed by his made- 
to-order business and then 
his own boutique called Wink 
in 2001. Through the years, 
we've even had a number of 
special pieces, showstoppers 
all, designed and executed by 
him. 
Eala's pieces are always 
feminine, tasteful and 
‘wearable—never over the 
top, and yet, always 
stylish and up-to-the- 
minute. So, it came 
as no surprise to 
hear that the de- 
signer was cho- 
sen by Jew- 
elmer to pre- 


H == sent a col- 
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EN itez makes it to thesar- S 
ER s torialist blogspot.com, 
Loe € [| a site that's very popu- 
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lection that would complement 
their jewelry line during the Gold- 
en Philippine South Sea Pearl Gala 
Night at the Museum National 
d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris, France, 
Nov. 7. 

Eala's collection for this mile- 
stone event is inspired by the four 
elements of nature: fire, wind, 
water and earth. As such, he has 
created pieces in jersey, chiffon 
and tulle in blues, oranges, 
whites and browns. To highlight 
Jewelmer’s lustrous pearls, the 
designer has wisely decided to 
forego beadwork. Iristead, he's 
using pleats and lace to create de- 
tails and depth. 

‘The fashion and jewelry show 
will be directed by Robby Car- 
mona and will feature top Filip- 
ina models like Girlie Benitez, 
Raya Mananquil, Valerie de los 
Santos, Isabel Roces. 


Connect the dots 


dot, a multibrand store that of- 
fers unique finds, is opening in 
Greenbelt 5 early this month. 


According to Carlo Rufino, 


pieces from both brands’ 
bridge lines, McQ and See by 
Chloe, respectively. 

“The store is inspired by na- 


the creative mind behind the ture. It will be a peaceful shop- 
store, the aim is to look out for ping environment with no loud 
unusual brands that can be music and lots of little nooks 
made accessible to more peo- where shoppers just might 
ple. As such, dotdotdot will be chance upon something they'll 
carrying brands like Karine really love,” says Rufino. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BYAHETTEALA 


[You go, Sire 


m U 22, 


Het, hante, hot new! 


|| MODEL GIRLIE BEN- i} ie N | 


philes and that fea- 
H tures stylishly dressed 
people from all over 
the globe. 
The PMAP member ; 


‘companied by the sar- 
torialist himself, Scott 
Schuman, asked to 
take her photograph 1o; 
because they found MODEL Girlie Benitez ín Hong Kong 


what she was wearing 
interesting. 


Та his blog, the sartorialist 100k” кн 
says, “I love how the bag real- THEHNTORHUSTBLOCSFOTCON. | 
—— тшшш 


ly brings a lot of color to this 


2 ROBINSONS LAND 

ү CORPORATION. 

- You can own and move into your new home in just 15 months for as low as P13,800 per month. Just apply for a ^ 1 Property Developer of choice 
6 Super Easy Home Plan exclusively offered by Robinsons Land in partnership with ВРІ Family Savings Bank. Please 

SUPER 22% contact (02) 636-0888 or (0922) 838-0888 or log on to www.robinsonsproperties.com.ph for more information. RUE HONO BAMÉ 


Text by Mary Ann I. Rafiola. 
Photos by Rodel Rotoni 


LOOKING ALTOGETHER SUL- 
try, elegant and in-season may 
be quite a feat even for the dedi- 
cated fashionista. Blending so- 
phistication and sex appeal well 
becomes effortless only when 
she knows where to shop. 

Culte Femme is known for its 
strong sense of feminine 
style—be it glamorous, bohemi- 
an or preppy—with a lot of 
whimsical colors and prints, 
The Holiday 2007 Collection, 
unveiled on Oct. 25 in Rustan's 
Makati, is its first take on using 
dressy, luxurious fabrics in a 
muted palette, still conveying 
sexy and femininity albeit in a 
low-key manner. 


Üne-s 


THE TRAVEL CLUB RECENTLY 
marked the opening of its flag- 
ship store in TriNoma with 
Primer Group of Companies’ 
president and CEO Jimmy Thai 
in attendance. 

The event drew a crowd com- 
posed of Manila's top fashion 
and business personalities. Also 
in attendance were The Travel 
Club spokespersons, PDI colum- 
nist Tessa Prieto-Valdes, motiva- 
tional speaker Francis Kong, 
fashion designer Randy Ortiz, 
and dynamic couple Jeena and 
Emie Lopez. 

The night's main event began 
with the unveiling of the store 
windows featuring some of the 
country’s top models on man- 
nequin duty. A fashion show 


Dressy but 


р travel sha 


Designer Hindy pp 
Weber-Tantoco 

personally chose 
the fabrics used to 
achieve a light and 
airy feel, making it 
wearable, even 


| only colors of 
| choice this sea- 
son. Completely 
doing away with 
dark neutrals, the 
collection worked 
on subdued but 
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post-holidays until playful colors, d 
the start of sum- Such as pink Тһе clothes were big on de- touch with her strength and in- 
mer. champagne; tails such as corded scallops, dividuality and is definitely not 


“I wanted an 
understated and 
fluid feel to it. 


ivory slate gray 
and chartreuse. 
For the new col- 


Nothing too HINDY Weber-Tantoco lection, Tantoco hats to complete the "Duchess fun.” Ea 

strong and no drew inspiration look" Tantoco established Culte ; ЦИЙ” METALUCS 
hard lines. So I used voile, a from two fashion icons: the ele- Mog, á Femme in November 2003 as а te and animal 
very fine kind of cotton, chiffon, gance of the Duchess of Windsor Modern ќои private label for the ladies de- ) 58 prints are 
silk charmeuse, silk jersey and and the disco-diva style of  Toaddamodemtouchtothe partment of Rustan's, Culte F here to stay. 
satinized twill, which is а Michelle Pfeiffer in her 20s seeming comeback of the '40s, Femme stores are available at q 


smoother kind of twill,” Tanto- 
co said. 
Black and gray are not the 


(think "Scarface"). "I wanted 
something that is elegant but not 
too proper for the modem-day 


showcasing the latest in travel 
bags, apparel and accessories 
followed. 

The store, located on the 
second level of TriNoma, is a 
600-54 m shopping space that 
houses a comprehensive col- 
lection of world-renowned 
brands such as Samsonite, Vic- 
torinox, The North Face, 
American Tourister, Columbia, 
Hegren, Eagle Creek and many 
more. 

Today, with over 20 stores na- 


RTT 


open in Indonesia, Vietnam and. 
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tionwide plus а few more to” 


‘woman, and sexy but not overtly 
sexy” said the designer, 

Tantoco incorporated the 
polished and chic look into the 
collection by designing clothes 
that would create a silhouette 
of strong shoulders and nipped 
waists. The general idea is vol- 
ume on sleeves and legs. Big 
sleeves—long, puff, tiered and 
ruffled; cinched and belted 
waists; and wide-leg trousers 
were key elements, 


ruffles, pleats, ribbons, buttons. 
‘The models in the fashion show 
also donned gloves and straw 


the clothes and accessories 
were accented with animal 
prints and metallic silver. High- 


Culte Femme’s 
newline 

is inspired 

by the Duchess 
of Windsor 
and Michelle 
Pfeiffer 


LUXURIOUS fabrics in muted 
tones for alight and airy feel 


gave the requisite oomph. 
Prices of tops, shorts and 
trousers range from P800- 
P2,000, while skirts and 
dresses don't go beyond 
P3,000. 
The new collection is afford- 
able and wearable by the mod- 
ern Filipina, the kind of woman 
her label tries to represent, Tan- 
toco said. “A woman who is in 


a cookie-cutter, She's strong, 
but not too serious... A woman 
who likes to enjoy and have 


Rustan's Department Stores in 
Makati, Shangri-La Edsa, Ala- 
bang and Cebu. 


[€ 
PDI'S Tessa Prieto-Valdes and 


Singapore, The Travel Club cbh- 
linues^to deliver quality and"; 
cutingédge travel solutions," 
Definitely, a one-stop shop to all 
your travel needs. 


MEL Orlina's modern vintage collection 


Cities but cuties 


IT WAS A NIGHT OF GLITZ, 


bossed box doors beside the match the vibrant hues, he 


glamour, and all that jazz. 


vintage, whimsical 
avant-garde. 


Mel Orlina treated guests to a 
spectacle of old Hollywood 
glam on the runway as it fea- 
tured Freeway's Holiday Col- 
lection, The fashion show 
was a display of everything 
and 


Embassy Super Club was 
transformed into a 1920s 


digital fireplace served as en- 
trance and exit for the fashion 
show. 

Models were made up into 
beautiful 1920s glamour girls. 
The collection featured clothes 
that used pleating and ruching 
rendered in a more casual man- 
ner. 

Orlina used holiday colors of 
pomegranate red, young grape, 
emerald green and sea teal, 


used a variety of intricate fab- 
rics to create structured 
smart pieces, soft flowy 
drapes, practical and comfy 
stretch jerseys, firm satinized 
twills, even a luxurious gem- 
colored satin charmeuse. 
Freeway endorser Anne 
Curtis then appeared from 
behind an intricate opening 
door wearing a white mini 
dress with elaborate ruffles. 


The Travel Club TriNoma houses a, 
comprehensive collection of world- 
renowned brands such as Samsonite, 
‘Victorinox, The North Face, 
American Tourister, Columbia, j * М 


French-inspired atelier. Bro- 
cade walls stood against the 
angular catwalk, Two em- 


with touches of black, white 
and gray, for this collection. To 


“ye 
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She was the perfect sight to 
capan elegant, elegant night. 
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"Hegren, Eagle Creek anid many more 
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МҮРЕТ СОСО, a 
half-breed tabby, is 
a year old. He re- 
minds me of 
Garfield —he's mis- 
chievous, seden- 
tary and has loads 
of attitude! But un- 
like the cartoon 
character, Coco 
doesn't. like 
lasagna and is ac- 
tually very sweet. 
À He often sleeps be- 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde 
[gr ent name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or email us at entertsinmeniGiinguirer.col 


LOUIE HEREDIA 


IUSUALLY UNWIND IN the 
garden of my parents’ home 
in Quezon City. At dusk, I sit 
and drink light beer here. 
This is also where I read the 
newspaper in the morning. I 
like it because it's relaxing 
and, at the same time, I enjoy 
gardening. I was the one who 
spruced up this place and I 
didn't spend a single centavo. 
I just used whatever décor 
was available and artfully ar- 
ranged the rocks. There's a 
soothing fountain here and it 
also affords a view of San Ma- 
teo and the Montalban moun- 
tains. Plus, it's windy here. 
Now, my family holds our 
Sunday get-togethers in the 
garden. 


REGINE TOLENTINO 


IFIRSTLEARNED ABOUT the tracts light. It has changed my 
book “The Secret” by Rhonda outlook in life and made me a 
Byrne while watching ап better person—as a whole. Now, 
episode of “Oprah.” Then, onthe [also try to extend the same pos- 
set of “Shall We Dance,” I found itive energy to other people. I 
myself discussing the book with definitely recommend it. Its 
[fellow judges] Audie Gemora easy to read and very clear since 
and Douglas Мелта. Turned out it has bullet points and great 
that Direk Audie had already quotes from different leaders. I 
read the book and he encour- always go back to the pages that 
aged me to get a copy. It's really find moving. 
inspiring. I am fascinated by the Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Law of Attraction, that light at- Niro AXIS elame 


‘Bond’ Roger Moore honored for helping children 


pu Po нх ^. UNITED NATIONS—BRITISH lished for UN-based correspon- 
M ! actor Roger Moore, famed for dents. 

his portrayal of master spy Moore, celebrating his 80th 
James Bond, was honored birthday this month, said he be- 
"Thursday for playing a different сате a Unicef goodwill ambas- 
role—helping children for more sador in 1991 after Audrey Hep- 
than a decade as goodwill am- bum, herself а goodwill ambas- 
bassador for the UN children’s sador, asked him to help at a 
agency. Unicef event. 

Moore received the Dag Ham- "I would like to tell journalists 
marskjold Inspiration Award, something very important to my 
named after the UN second secre- heart Young people are children. 
tary-general who was one of фе They are not young goats. And I 
$ most esteemed civil servants of don't like them being called kids. I 
=] the 20th century from The Dag think itis disrespectful to children. 
ROGER Moore and wife Kristina Tholstrup distribute gifts to children ^ Hammarskjold Scholarship Fund So please, in all your reports write IOS 
at the Real Pearl day nursery in Budapest, Hungary. ^ for Journalists which was estab- children," he said. AP уд 


iil 


т Р? Meise wvinquerelentetainnent MEDWIN MARFIL 


side me. My three- 
year-old Jack Rus- 
sell terrier named 
Theodore is a lot 
like Garfield's bud- 
dy Odie. Although 
he's a loud yappy 
dog, hes very 
smart. To show 
their happiness, 
Coco goes on kitty 


frenzies and. 


Theodore zips back 
and forth across 
the room. Coco 
and Theodore are 
so loved by the en- 
tire household and 
in return they love 
us back. 


Bayani San 
DiegoJr. 


G/F SOUTH WING * Tel No.: 556-2315 


CALL & TEXT **FREE TEXTS TO 
opines PHONES [24i T UNLIMITED* 7250 OTHER NETWORKS 


all for i 99) muon 
SS 


t 
i e Samsung X510 Sony Ericsson K320i 
i Р Motorola W218 - VGA Camera «VGA Camera, Triband * 
Nokia 2626 «VGA Camera. = Triband, Infrared + МРЗ Player 
+ Color display + FM Radio - GPRS, WAP - GPRS, Bluetooth 
s EM Radio 7 Calendar with date-book 
‘GPRS, MMS, JAVA, WAP —. 
— 
g \ 


-++ Only one person needs to subscribe to get all the 4 = 
* Choose апу three from these handsets: Nokia 2626, Motorola W218, Samsung X510, Sony Ericsson K320i 


"When applying for your postpaid line,‘ simply bring а valid I.D. and the latest competitor bil equivalent to or of higher value than the plan being applied for. 
If competitor bill is not available, bring proof of billing and proof of income. 


* For cal Sun-to-Sun calls and texts оту" When enrolled in 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited *** 24-month holding period 
Visit The Sun Shop and get a postpaid line now! 


Tha Sun Shops : Мого Manila lona Mul | Goths Воде (алг! Soap Para Ml | Patinsons Galerie | bases Mess | Rotiasons Релен | Buk иш зах Pace Manie S Cete SM y fiie SM Cy Moni ISM бү уя ero CELLULAR 


Pul Saure Makati | Fst Mell liest! ЗА Bion | SM Mal cf Asia | $ Megamall | SM Southmall i North Luzon i Robinsons Angeles | Robinsons Sails Pampanga | SH Boato | SH Clark | SH Marae | SH North Esa | SM Volenzoslo 


South Luzon | Robinsons Миз Desmorilas } Robinsons Imus | Robinsons Lipe | Robinsons St. Rese | SM Весо: ЗА Batengs | SM Lucena | SH Molino | Visayas | la Center Cebu 1 Robinsons Росе Bacolod | Robinsons Pica Cebu Better network, better value. 


Robinsons Ploce Iloilo | SH City Col | Mindanao | бвава Daves | Robinsons Cogeyan de Oro | SH Cy бете Hotline: 395-8000 www suncelllorcom.ph 
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GALLERIA 


1 RENDITION « THX 
1200 230 500 730 1090 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


‘Ticket Prce ТНР 130 indie Sine 120 632-91 


6 30 DAYS of NIGHT 
1200 230 $00 730 1000 


2 HALLOWEEN 
1220 245 510 735 1000 


TUNREST _ 100 315 
STARDUST «5 73s 1000 


1240 300 520 740 1000 


VERSION 


NST CAUTION 


Still 
SHOWIN 
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Robinsons Movieworld 


galleria ermita -* 


metro east pioneer 


-MTRCB Rating: R-18 


1 HIDE and SEEK 


3 BALLS of FURY 8 MANILA PRIDE FEST 
130 320 530 740 950 1:00 300 500 700 900 

4LUST CAUTION 9 APAT DAPAT DAPAT APAT 
1205 320 635 950 1240 300 520 740 1000 

5 HIDE and SEEK 10 THE SEEKER: Dark is Rising 


140 340 540 740 940 
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LU CAUTION 


TORIA POD 


1110 120 330 540 750 1000 


2 RESIDENT EVIL 3 1200 200 
THE SEEKER: 600 воо 1000 


400 


5 BALLS of FURY 
11110 120 330 540 750 10:00 


3 30 DAYS of NIGHT 
1230 300 520 740 1000 


6 LUST CAUTION 
1230 340 650 10:00 


4 RENDITION 11:10 1:25 340 
Л UNREST воо 800 1000 


7 HALLOWEEN 
1110 120 330 540 750 1000 


SEKE 


1050 120 355 630 905 


1 АРАТ DAPAT DAPAT АРАТ 5 UNREST 
1210 225 440 655 910 1230 225 440 655 9:10 
2.30 DAYS of NIGHT 6 BALLS of FURY 


1210 225 440 655 910 


3 HIDE and SEEK 
1125 150 415 640 905 


7 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
1140 200 430 640 9:00 


4HALLOWEEN 
1130 155-420 645 910 


NOVALICHES 


1 HALLOWEEN 
2 30 DAYS of NIGHT 


8 LUST CAUTION 
1140 240 540 900 


3 BALLS of FURY 
4 HIDE and SEEK 


D PIONEER emrim нат | 


‘Ticket Price 7100/0110 6875378 


rece promet 


1 KUNG FU FIGHTER 
2 HALLOWEEN 
З АРАТ DAPAT, DAPAT АРАТ 


BACOLOD 

1 SHOOT ‘EM UP 

2 RESIDENT EVIL 3 

3 indieSine: TRIBU 

4HIDE and SEEK 

5 DECEMBER BOYS 

6 BUTTERFLY on a WHEEL 


күү 
(034) 441-04 


1 HALLOWEEN 3 LUST CAUTION 
Mo 336 воо 825 "o «ss вло 
230 DAYS of NIGHT 4 BALLS of FURY 
is 35 өз зе 1205 215 425 635 64s 
STA.ROSA "Чиг" LIPA ^ e OED 
1 HALLOWEEN 1 THE SEEKER: Dark is Rising 
2BRATZ 2HIDE and SEEK 
3 HIGHLANDER 3 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
4HIDE and SEEK 4 STARDUST 
DASMARINAS "87 IMUS екет» UTR 
1BRATZ 1MR. WOODCOCK 
2 HIGHLANDER 2HIDE and SEEK 
3HALLOWEEN 3 HALLOWEEN 
4 HIDE and SEEK 4 APAT DAPAT DAPAT APAT 
ANGELES шрын» TARLAC 
1HALLOWEEN 1 PVE FALLEN FOR YOU 
2 KUNG FU FIGHTER 2 DON’T LOOK BACK 
3 HIDE and SEEK 3 SHOOT 'EM UP 


4 BUTTERFLY on a WHEEL 
STARMILLS Teke oc PaO FO (049) 875-1827 


4 HIDE and SEEK 

5 BUTTERFLY on a WHEEL. 
6 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
LOILO тобан Риск P20: 


1 THE SEEKER: Dark is Rising 
2 HIDE and SEEK 

З RESIDENT EVIL 3 

4 STARDUST 

5 MR. WOODCOCK 

6 BUTTERFLY on a WHEEL 


iso 


/P8050 
35) 336-8070 
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forever. 
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IVAR 


зода татан ps en 
jRENDITION 
130 DAYS OF NIGHT 
JBALLS OF FURY 
HALLOWEEN 
SRESIOENT EVIL 3 
ÉAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
PREMIERE CINEMA 
MIDE & SEEK 
CENTERSTAGE 
TAE SEEKER: 
тне DARE IS RISING 


566-0104 


PODIUM 
ияя 


Cinema 1 
30 DAYS OF NIGHT 
‘CINEMA 2 
BALLS OF FURY 
For ticket reservations, dial 6338976 
nii major credit cords accepted 


ѕмновти rosa 


Же. 


929.5452 


UHIDE & SEEK 
iSTARDUST 
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1 RENDITION 
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4 BALLS OF FURY 
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ISTHE SEEKER: THE DARK IS RISING 
HIDE AND SEEK 


. The ith Hour 


ation that gets to change the world. 


movietime- 


Slt WW sciema OM. 
‘Ponead v WH YENEYCOM 


SHO 


Your life as a movie 
d pu rrr cd 


The 11th Hour 


di explores ton 


Narrated and prod 
Written and directed by Let Conners Petersen and Мада Conners 


NOW SHOWING AT MANILA 


Opens November 7 (Wednesday) at Sta. Mesa 
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BUTTERFLY ON A WHEEL 
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GARFIELD 
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BY DANIEL SHELTON 


THANKS FOR BABYSITTING 
ON SUCH SHORT NOTICE. PAD! 
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Teen star 
Rhian 


Ramos 
thinks 
suburbia is 
a perfect fit 
7» for her 


N21 


‘CERAMIC candle 
holder (below) and 
brass turtle on the. 
lanai table 


laid-back 
personality 


ах 


SHE DOES schoolwork and posts stories 
оп her blog in the computer room/office. 


"medicine. 
‘cabinet 
‘and 
wooden 
frames Qd 
M, 
‘Suburban 


mall. 


SHE ENJOYS 


Anatomy" in. 
the TV nook, 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos by Ryan Lim 


EVEN THOUGH HOME IS A TWO-HOUR 
drive away from the GMA 7 studios, teen. 
star Rhian Ramos doesn't mind a bit. 

She obviously relishes the idea of being 
far from work—physically, geographically 
—on her days off. 

Show biz can be tiring, she admits can- 
idly. “I don't mind being around people all 
the time and I know it's part of the job, but 
once in a while Icrave a little peace and 
quiet." 

On such days, you'd most probably catch 
her cooped up in her bedroom, which was 
given a makeover on the old Kapuso show 
“ang Pagbabago.” 

She calls her room her “private space.” 

"In my room, no one can bother me, 
even ИП sleep the entire day,” she quips. 
"There are days when I'm like: ‘Don’t talk 
to me; Tm stressed!" 

‘Apart from snoozing, she also enjoys lis- 
tening to music, watching DVDs of "Grey's 
Anatomy" and surfing the Net. 

“Lalso update my blog for the Animax 
show ‘Mad, Mad Fun,” she notes. 

Of course, she also does her homework 
in the computer room. (She'sa high school 
junior in a home study program.) 

“But lately my mom is getting annoyed 
because Г rather watch ‘Grey's Anatomy’ 
than do schoolwork,” she jests. 

She also loves "taking long, leisurely 
baths” at home. “Its something I can't in- 
dulge in when I'm in a faraway location 
shoot.” 

At home, she takes care of 12-year-old 
Doberman Miss Claudia or Claw—"and my 
other pets, my three cacti,” which are dis- 
played in the lanai. 

‘She loves hanging out in the pocket gar- 
den and lanai, which boasts a native sala 
set that's “older than me.” 

Rhian’s mom Lay confirms: “That was 
the original set in our old home. I bought it 
before Rhian was born.” 

Rhian's mom is largely responsible for 
decorating the place. 


ONE OF three cacti, which she considers her 
pets.” 


“fixed it up, but it was her dad [British 
expat Gareth Howell] who thought of hav- 
ing high ceilings. He wanted a home that's 
very open, with lots of big windows to let 
the light in and to showcase the view,” Lay 
recounts. 

Rhian describes her mom's décor taste as 
“modem Asian.” 

“I chose most of the pieces of furniture," 
Lay recalls. "But my sister (GMA Artist Cen- 
ter exec Ida Henares) also put in an idea or 
two. Like the wrought-iron panels in the 
foyer.” 

The buffet table in the dining area is also 
a gift from Rhian's Tita Ida. "It looked 
heavy before. So we changed the wooden. 
doors to frosted glass and updated the 
knobs." 

Rhian clearly inherited her artistic gifts 
from mom Lay, who also bottles and sells 
gourmet tuyo and pasta sauces to friends. 

“I want to take up a creative course like 
fashion design," the 16-year-old actress 
says. (Displayed in the second floor hall- 
way are framed drawings made by Rhian 
and older sister Nadine when they were 
kids.) 

Rhian, who recently bagged the Sharon 
Cuneta role on the afternoon soap "My On- 
ly Love,” loves tinkering with the clothes 
she buys off the rack. 

“So that itll look unique, 1 always have a 
Jacket or dress altered,” she says. 

That's precisely why living in the suburbs. 
is ideal for her. 

“Ifyou need to have clothes modified or 
if you need to buy groceries, you just go to 
any of the three nearby malls," she relates. 
“Everything is within reach, but at the 
same time it’s not a noisy, rowdy place.” 

Suburbiz's never boring, though. 

“If the kids want to have fun, we just 
throw house parties,” she exclaims. 


staircase; her 
dad wanted a 
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RHIAN and sister 
Nadine made 
these kiddie 
drawings (above), 
on display in the 
hallway upstairs. 


RHIAN inherited 
herartistry from. 
mom Lay, right, 
who decorated the 
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NEWS JUNKIE. 
Meryl Streep, who 
plays probing TV 
journalist in “Lions 
for Lambs,” says 
she watches all the 
news shows "until 
the top of my head 


LOS ANGELES—TOM CRUISE WAS RHAP- 
sodic about working with Meryl Streep. 
and Robert Redford in "Lions for 
Lambs"—confessing to being in awe in the 
presence of the two leads in the memorable 
"Out of Africa." But Meryl offered an inter- 
esting take on what surprised her the most 
about Tom. 

Meryl, considered the great- 
est actress of our time, acted op- 
posite Tom for the first time in 
“Lions,” which is also significant 
for reuniting her and Robert 
since they did “Out of Africa,” 
the 1985 Oscar Best Picture 
Award winner. 

This time though, Robert, 
while also appearing in the film, 
is not Meryl's leading man. He is 
her director in "Lions," which is 
the first movie to come out of 
United Artists since Tom Cruise 
and his producing partner, 
Paula Wagner, took over the 
studio last year. 

Meryl, record holder for the most Acade- 
my Award nominations (14) and the most 
Golden Globe Awards in the film categories 
(six) plays a TV journalist who is about to 
be given a bombshell story by a charismatic 
senator and presidential hopeful (Tom) in 
‘Washington, DC. 

In California, a professor (Robert) is 
ing to reach out to a disaffected student 
(Andrew Garfield). Out in Afghanistan, 
two students (Michael Peña and Derek 
Luke) who heeded the prof's call to do 
something important with their lives by en- 
listing in the military (not quite what the 
teacher had in mind) are going to be seri- 
ously impacted by the senator's bold plan 
to head off the Taliban. 

‘While actresses complain about ageism 
in Hollywood, Mery! seems to be busier 
than ever since her deliciously wicked turn 
in “The Devil Wears Prada.” She is also in 
“Rendition” with Reese Witherspoon and 
Jake Gyllenhaal. Meryl's upcoming films 
include adaptations of two stage hits: 
“Mamma Mial,” where we had the pleasure 
of watching her sing when we visited the 
set in London; and “Doubt” (she'll play Sis- 
ter Aloysius). 


This is your first time to work with Tom 
Cruise. What surprised you most about 
him? 

Tom brought lots of energy, personal 
power, charm and focus... 1 remember 
what they told us at drama school—you 
can't play a king. What makes you seem 
like a king onstage is that everybody else 
bows down when you come onstage. The 
atmosphere shifts when Tom enters the set. 
‘That really has to do with the way the crew 
regards him. People in the business regard 
him as a kind of money-making power. 
That is very eloquent to people in our in- 
dustry. It makes them react in a different 
way than they do when, lers say, Steve 
Buscemi walks into the set (laughter) 


And how was it working with your old 
friend, Robert Redford, as a director? 

With Bob, oh my God, it was really fun to 
work with him as a director because he un- 
derstands what we're going though as ac 
tors. He's sympathetic. He's not autocratic 
їп any way. He's collegial. Its just really fun 
to ее him because I haven't seen him in 
years and years. 


But didn’t you remain friends since do- 
ing “Out of Africa”? 
Yes, we talk on the phone but I haven't 
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Streep works with Cruise, 
| Redford in p 


really seen him in a long time. 


Mr. Redford said that initially, he 
thought this film would never get made. 
Now, it is made and is also carries the 
first release from the new United Artists. 

Somebody has to go out on a limb and I 
think that UA has done that with a piece 
that’s contentious, controver- 
sial and a prod to the con- 
science. Its a tough film to mar- 
ket and yet, thank God they 
made it. We can say, “Yeah, in 
2007, we accurately reflected 
what was happening. It’s а 
< j marker of where we are right 

now.” 
Since you play a probing TV 
journalist in the film, lets 
imagine—if there is опе ques- 
tion you could ask Mr. Bush, 
what would that be? 

I would ask if it's so hard to 
admit that you've made a mis- 
take (on declaring а war on Iraq). it 
shouldn't be that hard. If he doesn't feel he 
has made a mistake, then there's no ques- 
tion to be asked. But I would ask, "Why is it 
so difficult? Is he afraid to appear weak? 
Would a mistake or a misjudgment make 
him vulnerable to being perceived as weak 
around the world? Whats the problem 
with acknowledging mistakes?" 1 think 
we'd goa long way in the world if that were 
done. But thats not really a question. 
That's a statement, isn't it? 
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You cali yourself a “news junkie.” What 
do you watch? 

Twatch C-SPAN, MSNBC, Fox and every- 
thing until the top of my head blows off 
(laughter). We're living in a time when its 
our responsibility to keep up with what's 
going on. And yet sometimes, keeping up 
with all the things that are going on is a 
substitute for acting on what you know. We. 
almost use all the information as a thing to 
substitute for actually doing something. 


Can you comment on certain media or- 
ganizations supportive of only one side? 
There's Fox News that's an absolute ad- 
vocate for one point of view without any 
worries about journalistic ethics and bal- 
ance. They don't have to think about that. 
They're also in the business of entertain- 
ment. А big part of the business is to know 
who you're selling to and what you're sell- 
ing. They seem to be selling largely erectile. 
dysfunction products (laughter) but who 
STREEP/G2 
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olitical drama 


MALE LEADS. 
Streep acts opposite 
Tom Cruise, right, for 
the first time and 
reunites with “Out of 
Africa” costar — 
Robert Redford who" 
also directs this 
political thriller. 
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Off-putting occupations featu 


three-year-old muck from sep- 
tic tanks. The yucky liquids and 


WE CAUGHT THE SECOND 
telecast of “Dirty Jobs” on 
the Discovery Channel last 
Monday, Oct. 22, and found 
it an instructive testament to 
the far-out and "desperate" 
choices some unusually reso- 
lute workers are prepared to 
make in order to survive and 
feed their families. 

The first wasn't particularly 
gripping because it involved 
mainly coping with the slime 
and injuries involved in “har- 


solids 
tanks 


them. 
The 


vesting” giant catfish from a 
muddy river Hey there are 
worse ways to fill your stom- 
ach. 

But the shows second fea- 
ture was genuinely insuperably 
filthy involving as it did rucking 


yucky, 
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viewers could practically smell 


feature on a family that raised 
millions of earthworms for 
their excrement, which it sold 
to farmers as organic fertilizer. 
The earthworms did look 


hold а candle in terms of nasti- 
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emanating from those 
were so off putting that 


episode ended with a 


‘but this feature couldn't 


ness to septic tank exca- 
vation. 

So, the Oct. 22 
episode. wasn't consis- 
tently gag reflex-induc- 
ing. Still, the show did 
achieve its unstated ob- 
jective of making viewers 
grateful for the jobs they. 
had, because еу 
weren't as horrendous as 
the fetid occupations 
that the program fea- 
tured. 

Program host and res- 
ident “guinea pig” Mike 
Rowe won our admira- 
tion for jumping into that 
muddy river enduring 
the septic tank sludge, 
and handling all those 
wriggly worms, On the 
other hand, we found 
that he complained (00 
much, constantly whin- 
ing about the ordeals he 
was being subjected to» 

Sure, the work that he 
was made to do was aw- 
ful, but all that grousing 
got to be a drag. Rowe 
should opt for more sar- 
donic humor to help him 
get over the sleaze and 
smells—afier all, he 


Streep: 


From page GI 
knows. Its individual de- 
cisions by individual jour- 
nalists—whether they're 
going to say to their boss, 
“I just don't want to cover 
the Paris Hilton-Britney 
Spears-Lindsay Lohan 
(beat). I just don’t feel 
that its news. I just don't 
want to do that.” 


How do you manage to 
avoid the tabloids and 
the paparazzi? 

І don't know why.they 
don't follow me around 
(laughter). But I don't re- 
ally go to many places. If 1 
go to the theater, awards 
ceremonies or something, 
people take pictures. But 
in my life, they don't fol- 
low me around. 


Why are you are work- 
ing more these days 
than you have in your 
life? 

Ireally can't explain my 
employment schedule 


Half his size, 
twice the trouble 


DWAYNE ‘THE ROCK’ JOHNSON 
Oar Disney 
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| lately (laughter). 1 really 
don't know why that's 
happening but I am very 
happy І do have more 
time than when every 
body was little (her chil 
dren with husband, sculp: 
tor Don Gummer). I just 
feel lucky. There are more 
stories about women 
There are films with im 
portant, interesting and 
complex parts for women 
of my age that are green 
lit. Its probably because 
there may be more wom- 
еп executives who are 
making those decisions or 
who are helping to make 
them. 


What are your children 
upto? 

My son (Henry) is а 
musician in Los Angeles 
He's working at a gallery 
to support himself (laugh 
ter). Mamie (real name is 
Mary Willa; Mamie Gun: 
mer is her stage name) 
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asrit forced to do the show, 
ht? (And he's getting paid a 
| to host it), 

In. succeeding episodes, 
we really needs to see the 
brighter" side of his dismal ex- 
ence on TV because he's next 
[гей to: Dive into alligator-in- 
sted waters to retrieve lost 
ıl balls. Assist a disaster 
Jean-up crew after a toilet ex- 


ге for a new litter of piglets. 
hd join an eccentric group of 
st exterminators who have 
bmmitted their lives to win- 
Ing the war against rats and 
igs! 

Jf "Dirty Jobs" has a second 
Jason, we suggest that it ex- 
hnds its reach beyond the US, 
hd shoot some features in 
ia, where some jobs are even 
tier than the occupation that 
lost people cringe away from 
the States. 

Come to think of it, could 
Dirty Jobs" “inspire” a regional 
local producer to whip up а 
Inilar docu-magazine pro- 
[am focusing on off-putting 
icupations much closer to 
те? After all, “localizing” US 
British TV shows have been. 
ite the rage. 

‘The latest is the Filipino ver- 
bn of ‘Are You Smarter Than а 
fth-Grader” a quiz show 
hich pits adult contestants 
lainst American students in 
fe fifth grade. Viewers enjoy 
is-program because it often 
lows that the kids are smarter 
an their addled, rated el- 
brs. ‘The show's local version 
hs Janno Gibbs as quizmas- 
г 


orks... 


was just in a play in 
Williamstown and I think 
she has another one soon. 
Grace. is. in college. My 
youngest (Louisa) is in 
high school. So they're all 
busy with their lives. 


Do you worry that 
Mamie is going to be 
judged and compared to 
you? 

Mamie is so brave and 
foolhardy, too. She has al- 
ways been like a wild lit- 
tle woman. 1 remember 
once we took her brother 
in to have his head sewn 
up because he cracked it 
open. She was jumping 
off the examining table 
and she cracked her head 
open (laughter). So the 
doctor sewed up two 
heads that day. Mamie is 
just ready to go. There's 
nothing you could do to 
dissuade her. You need 
that bravado and joy in 
big measure and she has 
all those things. It's ahard 
business but she's taking 
whatever comes her way 
(laughter). 


How familiar are you 
with the ABBA songs? 

It has been 20 years 
since I listened to the 
songs. 1 realized that I 
knew every word of every 
ABBA song, but I had 
learned them slightly 
wrong so there was a little. 
tension there with Benny 
(Andersson, co-founder 
of ABBA) because he's 
quite a precise taskmas- 
ter, But my experience 
was really fabulous. 
Greece is beyond wonder- 
ful. The place where we 
filmed was fantastic. 


E-mail the columnist at 
rinepales_5585 @ya- 
hoo.com and read his blog, 
“The Nepales Report,” on 
www.inquirerblog- 
gers.net/nepalesreport. 
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Fright Season Movie Event! 


| Vampires roam in 30 days 
| of darkness in horror movie 
3 starring hot Josh Hartnett 


For centuries, vampires have stayed in the 
dark, forced to hide each morning or else be 
destroyed by the sun's buming power. 

Blood-thisty, flesh-eating vampires viciously 

attack Barrow, Alaska, а remole town plunged 
into 30 days of darkness in winter, bringing its 
hapless residents to its knees. How do they 
survive till daylight finally comes? 

Hot Hollywood actor and recent Philippines 
visitor Josh Hartnett stars as the embattled 
Sheriff Eben in 30 DAYS OF NIGHT, based 
оп the groundbreaking graphic novel by 
Steve Niles and Ben Templesmith. 


Bring а dale or the barkada to a theatre near youl 
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YOUTH EMPOWERMENT HAS BEEN A FA- 
miliar, even popular, movie theme in recent 
years, allowing for the proliferation of ad- 
Ventures that focus on younger heroes with 
awesome powers. 

In "The Seeker: The Dark is Rising,” yet 
another fantasy novel is translated to the 
big screen. But its young protagonist, sadly, 
isa pale mishmash of characters Harry Pot- 
ter, Luke Skywalker, and even Frodo. It may 
not win over too many adults, but the film 
has enough diverting special effects and in- 
tense situations to keep kids occupied, even 
amazed. 

“The Seeker” is barely comprehensible; 
there is much talk of an age-old conflict be- 
tween “Light” and “Dark” forces, and the 
destiny of an ordinary boy. Young Will Stan- 
ton (Alexander Ludwig) is fated to become 
one of the heroes, tasked with gathering 
"signs" from across time. “Awakened” to the 
conflict by some elder beings, Will's pow- 
ers, such as super-strength, pyrokinesis and 
time-jumping, become integral to surviving 
attacks from the sinister Rider (Christopher 
Eccleston) and his ilk. 

Again, grownups may not enjoy this as 
much as the younger viewers, who may dig 
the boy character with extraordinary abili- 
ties. Will's a young teen with confidence 
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problems, and is almost Peter Parker-esque, 
too. 

But because he has all these world- 
changing powers, he makes you want to 
root for him. Unfortunately, that's not auto- 
matic. You want to like Will, but he's practi- 
cally devoid of any distinct personality and. 
pathos. He's sent to big, secret missions, 
sure, but we don't worry for him at all. 

And that's what "Seeker" seriously lacks. 
‘The boy hero is nothing new, but it's not a 
very good sign when this "chosen one" goes 
through quests like it's business as usual, 
and we don't really care for the outcome. 
Comparisons with other characters are just 
inevitable, as well; it's like Will is an amal- 
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gam Jedi and Hogwarts student, minus the 
prestige and “cool” factor. 

Tan McShane (“Deadwood”) and Frances 
Conroy ("Six Feet Under”) play the hero's 
mentors and guardians, often relegated to 
simplistic dialogue and not really explain- 
ing in any plausible manner the existence 
of such warring beings. Just who are these 
Light and Dark warriors, exactly, and why 
‘was Will chosen? Well, if you think too 
much about it, you'll just find yourself ask- 
ing more questions, so stop while you're 
ahead. 

The boy's time jaunts should've been ex- 
citing, too, but they aren't. One such tele- 
port to the past transforms him into a 
shrink. “Your family 
loves you,” he cloy- 
ingly tells his pos- 
sessed older broth- 
er (Gregory Smith), 
who's had recent 
problems for drop- 
ping out of college. 
That's just so mind- 
numbingly funny. 

"The Seeker" gets 
lost in today's con- 
stantly growing list 
of fantasy epics, 
and the flurry of ac- 
tion scenes may be 
aimed solely at im- 
pressionable 
youngsters. But, 
however fleetingly, 
it should give those 
young viewers 
some semblance of 
empowerment and 
worth. 
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